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ABSTRACT 
INTRODUCTION 
As education is vitally linked with the totality of the development process-
education being the basic tool for the development of consciousness and -
reconstitution of society in the words of Mahatma Gandhi - the reform and 
resti-ucturing of educational system was recognized as an important area of 
state intervention. At the time of independence . India inherited a system of 
education which was not only quantitatively small but also characterized by the 
persistence of large intra and inter - regional as well as structural in balances. 
The need for a literate population and universal education for all children in the 
age gioup of 6-14 was recognised as a crucial input for nation building and was 
given due consideration in the constitution as well as in successive five year 
plans. This has resulted in a manifold increase of spatial spread, infra structural 
facilities increased coverage of various social groups, but the goal of providing 
basic education to all continues to be elusive. 
The Directive Principle contained in article 45 of the constitution states 
that. "The state shall endeavour to provide, within a period of ten years from 
the commencement of the constitutional, for free and compulsory education for 
all children untill they tliey complete the age of fourteen years. The national 
policy of education (1986) and its prograrnme of action envisages that free and 
compulsoiy education of satisfactoiy quality should be provided to all children 
upto age of 14 years before the dawn of 21"' country. But uptill now, this 
objective had not been achieved. It has been realised that, the continued failure 
to fulfill the constitutional directive of providing education to all children up to 
the age of the 14 years, is a teasing reality. Undoubtedly, this problem qualifies 
for being reached as the most fundamental problem of our educational system. 
Though there has been a spectacular growth in elementaiy education in India 
doing the post Independence period, the goal of universalisation of elementary 
education remains as the most conspicuous failure of the Indian Education 
system this points to a very serious problem of student absenteeism which 
means that a large number of students remain absent from school while being 
an role - list as regular students. Unless learning process is enseved, it is not 
possible to achieve the goal of UEE in the true sense of the term. 
THE PROBLEM : The statement of the title of the study is as follows: 
"A study of student's Absenteeism in the elementary schools of Eastern 
U.P and its relation to socio-economic and familial factors". 
TERMS USED 
Student Absenteeism: According to concise dictionary of education, the tenn 
"Student" means a person attending an educational program. The term 
absenteeism may be defined as the state of students not being present in school 
or college when studies are in session. When a student is enrolled in the 
institution but does not attend classes regularly, he is said to remain absent this 
phenomena is known as "Student absenteeism." In the present study a student 
whose attendance is found to be less than 50% is labeled as absentee. 
Elementary School: In Indian context, elementaiy education is defined as the 
pd of education from class 1 to class VIII for the children of age group 6-14 
years. It is further divided into two sub stages 
(i) Lower primary stage, which includes classes I-V for children of the age 
group 6-11 years, 
(ii) Upper primary stage which includes classes VI-VIII for children of the 
age group 11-14 years. 
Socio-Economic factors: The terms "socio-economic" stams means the 
background or standing of one or more persons in the society on the basis both 
of social class and financial situation. There are certain factors associated with 
social and economic enviromnent of an individual that constantly influence the 
development of his/her personality. The set of socio-economic variables that 
have been considered in the present study include socio-economic status, rural-
urban location, type of schooling, medium of institution and source of income 
of the family. 
Familial factors: The familial factors include, the variables, which are 
associated with the family and its environment in which the individual is 
brought up. The variables which are concluded in this study are - occupation 
parent education, home environment etc. 
OBJECTIVES 
The present study is aimed at achieving the following objectives 
1- To assess the extent of student absenteeism at the elementary school stage. 
2- To study the impact of socio-economic factors on student absenteeism 
3- To study the relation step between the student absenteeism and factors 
related to family environment. 
4- To study the relationship between the student absenteeism and institutional 
enviromnent. 
HYPOTHESES 
The basic nature of the present study is exploratoiy, and as such nothing can be 
feressed about the possible findings. However, on the basis of study of the 
related literature, and personal experience the investigator formulated the 
following hypothesis to be tested through the present effort 
1- The student participation in education process as measured by degree of 
absenteeism is significantly less as compared to the total enrolment. 
2- Socio-economic factor have a significant bearing on the phenomena of 
student absenteeism at elementaiy stage 
3- Factors related to family environment have significant bearing on the 
phenomena of student absenteeism at elementary stage 
4- The factors related to institutional environment have significant impact on 
student absenteeism at the elementaiy stage 
SAMPLE 
In the present study, two stage cluster sampling technique was used. At 
first stage 30 schools were selected randomly from all the five districts -7 from 
District Mirzapur. 7 from Distiict Ghazipur, 7 from Distiict Ballia 2 from 
District Varanisi and 7 from Distiict Azamgarh. The total sample size were 350 
students, 100 teachers and 75 parents. 
TOOLS USED' 
Since the present study involved the assessment of student absenteeism 
in the elementary schools of Eastern U.P and establisliment of its relation to 
socio-economic and familial factors, data were gathered separately from 
students teachers and parents. Keeping in view the aims and objectives, and the 
hypotheses to be tested, the investigator developed a school Absenteeism 
Assessment Questionnaire (SAAQ) having three different forms as mentioned 
below 
1- School Absenteeism Assessment Questionnaire Form I (For student) 
2- School Absenteeism Assessment Questionnaire Form I (For teachers) 
3- School Absenteeism Assessment Questionnaire Form 1 (For parents) 
- PROCEDURE: Since the tools were constiucted by the investigator herself, 
they was no need of assistants as far as their administration was concerned. So, 
the investigator decided to visit the schools herself for data collection. The 
investigator studied the attendance register of various classes carefully and 
identified those students whose regular attendance was less than 50%. It was 
only to such students that the questionnaire was administered. Then the 
researcher gathered information from teachers by administering questionnaire. 
Thereafter, the researcher visited the parents of some absentees for the same 
puipose. 
STATISTICAL TECHNIQUES USED 
After administration and scoring, investigator used relevant statistical 
technique. The nature of raw data available after scoring of test booklets did 
not permit the use of any complex statistical techniques for data analysis. Two 
kinds of statistical techniques were used - one for descriptive puiposes and the 
other for inferential purposes. The frequencies and percentage were sufficient 
to describe the data completely. For drawing inferences chi-square test was 
used wherever necessary. Inferences were also drawn by using confidence 
intervals wherever possible and necessary. 
FINDINGS 
Student-Related Factors 
> The distance of school from home of a child is an important factor 
related to absenteeism. For 59% students, the distance of the school 
from home was reported to be more than 2 Km. So, for young kids, 
especially of primaiy classes, this distance is more than what is 
prescribed by the GoveiTiment. A large number of students have to 
remain absent from school because they have no proper means of 
transportation and they have to walk on foot to reach the school. 
> Health of the students is as important as education. About 94% 
students remain absent from school as they do not keep good health. 
Due to lack of knowledge and paucity of money, parents are unable to 
take proper care of the health of their children. They are unable to 
provide proper nutiition to their children. Due to ill health, 94% the 
students remain away from classes. 
> In most of the villages, farming is considered to be the principal 
occupation. Whenever needed, parents engage their male children in 
their occupation and female children in their household work. 85% 
children reported that they mostly look after their younger brothers and 
sisters. This compels them to remain absent from school for long 
duration. 
> Due to non-availability of books and stationery, school uniform etc. 
many students of poor families remain absent from school. 
> Unfavorable home environment is also responsible for students' 
absenteeism. Many students don't go to school because they can't 
complete homework due to lack of proper study room, etc. 
'r- Since most of the parents in mral areas are illiterate, they are unable to 
motivate their children to pursue their studies and attend school 
regularly. 
School-Related Factors 
> Un-attracted school building is an important factor for withdrawal of 
students from school. 
> Shortage of classrooms and poor seating arrangement is one of the 
important causes of student absenteeism. In most primary schools, there 
were only two classrooms and students of classes I - V, used to sit m 
these classrooms. 
> Most of them had to sit on floor, or on mat. Thus, classroom 
environment was not favorable to motivate the students towards their 
study. 
> In most of the schools only two teachers were available to teach all the 
students of classes I - V. The teachers could not give proper time to 
individual students, and that is why, the students did not feel motivated 
to their studies. 
> Shortage of trained teachers is an important factor, responsible for 
student absenteeism. There were many single-teacher or two-teacher 
schools. Untrained teachers could not motivate the students towards 
their study. Teaching methodology and language ability of the teachers 
were not up to the mark to encourage the students. 
> Attitude of most of the teachers towards students was also not favorable. 
They harassed the students either by scolding or by giving corporal 
punishment, especially when students did not complete their homework 
or made some other mistake. 
r- Lack of basic amenities i.e. toilet, drinking water facilities and 
electricity was also responsible for large-scale student absenteeism. 
r- Lack of library facilities is also responsible for student absenteeism. 
Excepting their textbooks there was hardly any additional reading 
material available in school. This decreased their interest in studies. 
> School timings did not suit the requirement of the local community. At 
the daytime most of the children are supposed to help their parents in 
their daily work. 
Parents-Related Factors 
> In rural area, most of the parents are not conscious of the value of 
education. Since most of the parents are illiterate, they are unable to 
understand the importance of education, and fail to motivate their 
children to study. This leads to absenteeism. 
> Some of the parents who had educated their children had a very bad 
experience, related to employment. So, from the very beginning, they 
engaged their children in farming. This factor has been mentioned in 
Form I Students' related factors. 
> Lack of proper and balanced diet, either due to financial problem or 
illiteracy affects the health of child. That's why they remain absent from 
school. This factor has been discussed in Fonn I. 
> Negative and indifferent attitude of parents towards education for girls is 
a major factor contributing to absenteeism among girls. Parents are not 
interested in the education of their girls. They involve / engage them in 
doing household work and looking after their youngsters. This results in 
very less attendance of girls in the schools. It has been mentioned in 
student related factors also. 
IMPLICATIONS 
The findings of this study have some important implications for educational 
practices and further research in this field. 
^ Implication for Education 
Some of the findings listed in the previous section are of extraordinary 
importance, which call for some immediate measures, to be taken for the 
improvement of education system. 
v^  The State Governments and Central Government have to play 
significant roles in improving the quality of education. For this purpose 
many hard decisions may have to be taken. There is a wide gap between 
standard of education in India and advanced countries. This gap is 
widening rapidly. Some factors, which are responsible for degradation 
of the standard of educations are - unplanned and rapid expansion, 
scarcity of funds, apathy and traditionalism among teachers, poor 
infrastiiicture, academic malpractices, defective examination system 
and rampant corruption at all levels. There is urgent need to improve 
quality of education by improving physical infrastructure, quality of 
teachers etc. 
^ As we all know that paucity of fund is an important factor contributing 
to poor quality and standard of education. It is very unfortunate that 
some of the institution of national importance consuming huge amount 
of public funds are showing veiy poor perfoiinance as measured in 
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temis of quality students. Moreover, frequent grant cuts exercised by 
the Govenmient adds fuel to the fire. While money is necessary 
condition for improving quality of education, it is not a sufficient one. 
More important things are commitment and competence of all those 
involved in the teaching learning process. There is an urgent need to 
update curriculum, to include elements, which produce real learning 
and creativity. 
•^ As the buildings of most of the schools studied were found to be 
depleted or in poor condition. The State Governments should pay 
special attention towards school building and other facilities. The 
community leaders and social workers should come forward to raise 
funds from person who want to serve the community and the school. 
Improved school buildings will not only help increase the enrolment of 
children but also retain them by creating secure and healthy 
environment. 
/ Seating arrangement should be improved so that students may feel easy 
and enjoy learning. 
^ Instead of giving coiporal punislunent, teachers should try to 
understand the cause of indiscipline and disturbances and try to find out 
the real solution of the problem. Teacher should realize their 
responsibilities and develop a friendly atmosphere in the classroom. 
This will create a sense of security among the students. This will also 
help dropout rates. 
II 
"^ Parent - teacher meetings should be organized at least quarterly. This 
will help in solving the problems related to students. 
^ Library facility is very essential for the development of reading habits, 
among students. By this habit a sense of curiosity, solving the problems 
by themselves is developed. 
•^ For total development of students and their personalities, co-curricular 
activities are as important as cunicular activities. School should have 
playgrounds along with the facilities for games and sports. 
^ Similarly, cultural programmes like debates, discussions, bait - baazi 
etc should be arranged. Guest speakers, doctors, engineers, scientists 
etc. should be invited to provide elementary knowledge in different 
fields. 
>^  Educational tours, excursions, field trips, should be organized in 
schools. 
^ As majority of the teachers are not trained and well qualified with the 
method of teaching. For such teachers, orientation programme as well 
as refresher courses should be organized for shorter as well as longer 
duration in summer and winter vocation. In-service programmes for 
teachers should be aiTanged. 
^ According to directive principle each and every children of age group 
6-14 years should be given elementary education free of cost. But a few 
schools charged high fees. Instead of charging fees from students they 
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should seek grant-in-aid for their school from appropriate government 
agencies. 
^ Within the overall school age population, the focus should be on girls, 
who account for two-thirds of target, and among adults the focus should 
be on women's literacy, which has a beneficial impact on children's 
literacy as well as other national objectives like population control and 
family welfare. In order to increase literacy rate among girls, there is a 
need to establish more and better schools for the girls as family do not 
want to send their daughters to a school, which is co-educational. 
Exclusive girls school may help to increase retention and increase in 
their enrolment. 
v^  A comprehensive package of incentives and support services for girls, 
SCs, STs and children of the economically weaker sections of society 
should be provided. Poveity is the most potential cause which forces the 
students to leave the school before the completion of a course. 
Scholarships should be given to students of weaker sections. 
•^ Apart from financial assistance, best efforts are needed for the creation 
of curiosity, interest and motivation and to develop healthy and positive 
attitude towards education to the parents of the rural areas. For this, 
adult education prograinme may prove to be of great advantage to create 
desired sense of curiosity, interest and motivation among weaker 
sections. 
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^ As teacher is considered as the builder of the personality of their 
students. Present study revealed that many teachers don't perform their 
duty properly. Instead of moulding the behavior and personality of 
students they used to insult students pass sarcastic comments / remarks 
which is totally unprofessional and should be avoided at all cost. 
v^  Teachers are expected to play a role of catalyst in pohshing the 
personality of the students. Teachers should present themselves as a 
model for the students Thus teachers' training is essential for all 
elementary schools teacher to equip them with the knowledge of 
individual differences. 
v^  The goal of the universalization of elementaiy education is still dream 
before the country despite tremendous increase in schools as well as 
enrolment. Majority of students leave the school before completion of 
elementary education. This clearly indicated that our educational system 
is defective Govt, should plan such types of institution which can fulfill 
the needs and demand of students as well as parents of rural area. 
Implication for Research 
• As mentioned in previous chapter, the scope of the present study in 
limited to elementary levels only due to paucity of time and limited 
funds. Similar studies can be planned and conducted on secondary and 
higher level also. By educating the entire citizen, only than the country 
can progress. 
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• The areas, which have been taken for research purpose is veiy limited. 
Although the district taken is educationally, backward still studies 
should be conducted on other education backward areas like Bihar, 
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, etc. 
*l* The present research work has been done on rural areas only. The study 
should be extended to urban areas and comparison study should be done 
between the achievement of rural & urban area. 
• The study related to the comparison between boys and girls should be 
done. 
• More researches should be done in the tiibal, hilly and in accessible 
areas, as this problem is very much prevalent in those areas also. 
* / _ -sit 
15 
THESIS 
A STUDY OF STUDENTS' ABSENTEEISM IN THE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS OF EASTERN U.P. AND 
ITS RELATION TO SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND 
FAMILIAL FACTORS 
THESIS 
SUBMITTED FOR THE AWARD OF THE DEGREE OF 
IN 
^^  EDUCATION 
BY ^ 
RASHBEDA KHATOON 
Under the Supervision of 
Dr. C.P.S. CHAUHAN 
Professor 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY 
ALIGARH (INDIA) 
2003 
• i "i > < ^ ^ 
•jH^SlS 
Fed 
"^^  ^^n^Pnf^ 
4 . > 'V -•:. 
J". :• i . r r / i a •<; •?.•.•«:. 
1 4 AUG 2C06 
-f 
T6155 
• . ' ' * -??nv>«^-« 
> . - . •• ..f^i. 
O 5>": - ' -v:" 
r.4- V 
^^Jj^CtXiS 
^UJedlcated 
to 
ll5ewt/ed f^arentd 
Dr. C.P.S. Chauhan 
Professor 
HiESIS 
Externpl: 7 0 1 5 4 7 
Internal : 459 a 461 Phones | 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
ALfGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY 
ALIGARH-202 002. U.P. 
Dated. %^- ^.>^-^:2 
Certificate 
Certified that the thesis entitled " A Study of Student's Absenteeism in 
the Elementary Schools of Eastern U.P. and its Relation to Socio-economic 
and Familial Factors" being submitted to Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh for 
the award of Ph.D. degree in Education embodies the original research work of 
Ms. Rasheeda Khatoon and is a record of bonafide research carried out by her 
under my guidance and supervision. < 
(C.P.S. Chauhan) 
PREFACE 
Education is today recognized as one of the prime indicators of development 
and an essential requirement for capacity building and improvement in the 
quality of life. Though, outlays on education are now considered as 
"investments in human capital" the contribution of Education, however, 
extends beyond the function of a factor of production or a resource. Access to 
elementary education for all boys and girls of 6-14 years of age by 2002 A. D., 
was the major goal of the Government of India. Article 41, a Directive 
Principle of State Policy, mentions that State shall within the limits of its 
economic capacity and development make effective provision for the right to 
education. Article 45 of the Indian Constitution states that "the State shall 
endeavor to provide, within a period of ten years from the commencement of 
this constitution, for free and compulsory education for all children until they 
complete the age of fourteen years." But, up till now, this target has not been 
achieved. Universalization of Elementary Education (UEE) is a major concern 
in the context of our country today. Although, many schemes are being 
mounted to address this challenge, the need to create public awareness and 
sensitize the community in this regard, is a crucial one. Several measures have 
been taken by Government and non - Government agencies like 'Operation 
Blackboard' scheme in the primary schools, exliibitions on the theme of 
universalization of primaiy education, a large number of programs of non 
formal education for school dropouts etc. But, till now, the target of 
Universalization of Elementaiy Education has not been achieved. A large 
number of research studies have been conducted on school dropouts and related 
problems. The issues related to student absenteeism have attiacted very limited 
attention of researchers. The investigator felt that there was an urgent need to 
cany out in-depth studies into the problem of student absenteeism, especially in 
backward areas of U.P. Therefore, the investigator chose to undertake the 
present study keeping in view the importance of primary education in 
stiengthening the development of the nation. According to Hussain, one of the 
Egypt's greatest thinkers, primaiy education should have four objectives: 
1. To achieve national unity, 
2. To unify the national heritage, 
3. To prepare the students for the world of work, and 
4. To train young people in such a way that they become assets to 
themselves and the nation. 
This study was conducted by following adequate methodology and by using 
proper research tools. After putting in about six years of hard work, the 
investigator has been able to complete this work. The present volume is the 
report of the same. 
The report has been organized into five chapters. Chapter - 1, namely, 
'Theoretical Framework' provides the academic background of the problem. In 
this chapter, theory and research regarding all the relevant variables associated 
with absenteeism in the elementaiy schools of Eastern U.P. is discussed. In 
chapter - 2, the research problem selected by the investigator has been properly 
defined. In addition, definitions of key tenns, objectives of the study, 
hypotheses and dehmitations have been presented lucidly. Chapter - 3 contains 
the methodology followed including sampling methods, tools used and 
techniques of data analysis. Chapter - 4 presents the results of data analysis in 
the form of tables, graphs and their interpretations. Chapter - 5, which is the 
last chapter of the report, includes findings and their implications for education 
and further research. 
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to express my sincere thanks to my supervisor Dr. C.P.S. Chauhan, Professor, 
Department of Education, AUigarh Muslim University, Aligarh, who not only 
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Education, whose valuable guidance and constructive suggestions provided the 
much-needed continuity. 
1 must also acknowledge with thanks the help and cooperation extended to me 
by the students and their parents, and teachers of the elementary schools in 
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Ahmad of the Department of Education, AMU for their blessings and good 
wishes. 
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CHAPTER - 1 
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
India is a vast country covering about 329 million hectares of land and 
providing shelter for a population of about 1027 million (Census of India, 
2001). A large majority of the population - over 75%, lives in rural habitations. 
India ranks high in the world for the number of illiterate persons. In 1991 there 
were 321 million illiterate people in the countiy (125 million males and 196 
million female). The number of illiterate people at present exceeds the total 
population of the country at the time of independence (Swaminathan 1997). 
Out of this illiterate population, number of children of elementaiy school age 
group (6 -14 years.) was about 170 million in 1991 and about 193 million in 
2001 (projected). 
1.1 ELEMENTARY EDUCATION AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE 
From the above data, it is not difficult to understand that the problem of 
"Education for AH" in the Indian context is considerably different and severe as 
compared to other developed and developing countries. It is essential that the 
state should fonnulate and implement a policy of universal and compulsory 
education, and in this context, importance and need of elementaiy education 
has been stressed in Aiticle 45 of Indian Constitution, which states that "the 
state shall endeavor to provide, within a period of ten years from the 
commencement of this Constitution, for free and compulsoiy education for all 
children until they complete the age of 14 years". Through Article 41, a 
directive principle of state policy, the Constitution mentions, "the state shall. 
within the limits of its economic capacity and development, make effective 
provisions for the right to education." 
Universalisation of Elementary Education (UEE) has been accepted as a 
national goal. The National Policy on Education - 1986, as revised in 1992, 
states that free and compulsoiy education of satisfactoiy quality should be 
provided to all children up to the age of 14 years, before the commencement of 
the 21st Centuiy. J.P. Naik, an eminent educationist of our country, has veiy 
aptly observed, "The progress of primaiy education is an index of the general, 
social and economic development of the country as a whole". Primary 
education plays an important role in laying the proper foundation of child's 
cultural, emotional, intellectual, moral, physical, social and spiritual 
development. That is why elementaiy education should be developed on a 
priority basis and percentage of budgeted expenditure under this sector should 
be raised. The expansion in the educational facilities has also been 
accompanied by a conesponding increase in the expenditure on education. In 
the year 1847-48, the annual expenditure on education was Rs.550 million, 
which increased to Rs.ll40 million in 1950-51, Rs.60000 million in 1984-85, 
Rs.75000 million 85-86 and over 80000 million in 1986-87 (These figure 
represent total annual expenditure including both recuning and non recuning). 
The plan-wise allocation of finance to elementaiy education compared in the 
Total Plan Allocation (TPA) for education is shown in Table -1. The table 
shows that educational expenditure during five-year plaas has been increasing 
in absolute tenns from Rs.l530 millions in the First Plan (1951-56) to 
Rs.249083.8 millions in the Ninth Plan (1997-98). In case of elementary 
education also, the expenditure has increased from Rs.850 millions in the fust 
plan to Rs. 163695.9 millions in the ninth plan. But as 'percentage of TPA for 
elementaiy education it has decreased from 56% in first plan to 29% in Seventh 
plan but again increased to 65.7% m the Ninth plan. 
However, the promise to spent 6% of GNP on education is veiy old. but never 
pemsed with political will. The BJP election manifesto for the last four 
elections has talked of raising the outlay on education. Even after its several 
years in power, this outlay has not been more than 3.6%. Indications received 
from the Finance Ministiy don't foretell a bright picrure for the education 
outlay for the next year as well. (Hindustan Times Feb 16, 1999). The details of 
budgetary allocation for education in general and elementaiy education in 
particular, have been presented in the Table 1. 
TABLE : 1.1 
Expenditure on Elementary Education (1951-2002) (in million) 
Five-Year Plans 
First Plan (1951-56) 
Second Plan (1956-61) 
Third Plan (1961-66) 
Plan Holiday (1966-69)* 
Fourth Plan (1969-74) 
Fifth Plan (1974-79) 
Sixtli Plan (1979-84) 
Seventh Plan (1985-90) 
Eighth Plan 
Ninth Plan (1997-02) 
TPA for 
Education 
1.530 
2.730 
5.890 
3.220 
7,860 
9,120 
25,240 
76.330 
1.96 000 
249083 8 
Total Allocation for 
Elementary Education 
850 
950 
2.010 
750 
2.390 
3.170 
8.360 
28.490 
92.010 
163695 9 
As % of TPA 
56 00 
35 00 
34 00 
24 00 
30 00 
35 00 
36 20 
29 00 
47 00 
65 70 
* During this period there were annual phins 
Source: 
* Mid term appr<iisal of Ninth Fi\e Ycjr Plan - 2000 
* Dr R V Vaid\anatha h'^ar Educational Planning & Administration in India Retrospect and 
Prospect (Department of Education HRD - 1993) 
1.2 CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS 
Fiee and compulsory elementaiy education is a major concern in the context of 
our country these days Several piovisions in the Constitution of India bung 
into focus the general principles governing educational development in the 
country These piovisions weie looted in India's sti-uggle foi independence 
Basic education was one of the important goals of the fieedom struggle and 
Mahatma Gandhi, even while leading the epic struggle against colonial powei, 
evolved an alternative education system At the time of Independence, India 
inheiited a system of education, which was not only quantitatively small, but 
also characterized by the persistence of large intra and inter-regional as well as 
sti'uctural imbalances. Only 14% of the total population was literate at the time 
of independence and only one child out of eveiy tliree had been emolled in 
primary schools. The low levels of participation and literacy were aggravated 
by acute regional and gender disparities. As education is vitally linked with the 
totality of the development process, and education being "the basic tool for the 
development of consciousness and reconstitution of society", in the words of 
Mahatma Gandhi, the refoiTn and restiucturing of educational system were 
recognized as an important area of state intervention. The need for a literate 
population and universal education for all children in the age groups of 6-14 
years were recognized as a crucial inputs for nation building and were given 
due consideration in the constitution. 
1.2,1 Article 45 
The Directive Principle contained in Article 45 of the constitution states that 
"The State shall endeavor to provide, within a period of ten years from the 
commencement of this Constitution, for free and compulsory education for all 
children until they complete the age of fourteen years. The expression "the 
state" which occurs in this Aiticle is defined in Article 112 to include the 
government and parliament of India, the government and the legislature of each 
of the states and all local or other authorities within the tenitory of India or 
under the contiol of the government of India. Till the 42nd Amendment of the 
Constitution (1976), education was in the state list except for certain specified 
items in the Union list like detennination of standards in institutions for higher 
education or research, establishment and maintenance of Cential Universities 
as well as specified institutions for scientific or technical education and 
research. The objective of incoiporating education in the concunent list was to 
facilitate evolution of all India policies in the field of education. The concept of 
concunency was given an operational meaning by the National Policy of 
Education (NPE)-1986. This policy envisages concunency as a "meaningful 
paitnership between the Centre and the states" and places on the Union 
Govemment a larger responsibility in regard to the national and integrative 
character of education, quality and standards, manpower planning, research and 
advanced study, and international aspects of education, culture and human 
resource development. 
1. 2. 2 Meaning of Universalization of Elementary Education (UEE) 
Elementaiy education in India means the first eight years of schooling from 
Class 1 to VllI for the children aged 6-14 years. This period is divided into two 
phases: primaiy education from class I to class V for children aged 6-11 years, 
and middle school (upper primaiy) education from class VI to class Vlll for 
children aged 11-14 years. 
The Saikia Committee (1997) under the chaimianship of Muhi Ram Saikia has 
recommended amendment of the Constitution to make the right to free and 
compulsoiy elementaiy education up to 14 years of age a fundamental right in 
the Constitution. This provision of free and compulsory elementary ediicaUon, 
according to the committee, includes exemption from tuition fee. provision of 
free textbooks for all primaiy school children and girls up to upper primary 
level and provision of essential stationeiy to all children in primary classes. 
While the committee recommended that the mid-day meals program be 
continued, provision of other incentives such as free school uniforms, cash 
incentives, scholarships etc. could be left to the discretion of the states subject 
to economic capacities and priorities of the respective state governments. The 
Committee has recommended the provision of minimum mfrastmcture and 
teachers to all schools as envisaged under the Operation Blackboard program. 
It has obliquely refen^ed to quality, by mentioning teacher tiaining. qualit}' 
textbooks and minimum levels of learning. 
It should unambiguously be made clear as to what is meant by "free" education 
The Saikia Committee refers to exemption from, not abolition of, tuition fee 
wherever it is already in practice. It has however, not refened to fees other than 
tuition fees. Education should not only be free from tuition and other fee, but 
also should include provision of essential teaching learning material, text 
books, stationery, which should be an integral part of the instructional process 
and other incentives such as unifonn, mid-day, transportation etc., free to all 
the students in primary and upper primary classes. Article 45 does not refer to 
fomial schooling but to education, all sorts of education including non-fomial, 
infonnal and literacy programs have also got the sanctity as if they are 
equivalent to formal education. According to Saikia Committee, the new 
amendment would clearly define "education" to include formal schooling, as no 
other method of learning is believed to be as effective as fonnal schooling. It 
should also include a meaning and definition of quality education, so that a 
reasonable level of quality education is ensured to all children. 
The temi "Compulsoiy" should include making education compulsoiy from 
both sides the Government and the parents. Government should be required to 
provide accessible schooling facilities to all, and parents should treat it as their 
fundamental dutv to send their children to school. 
The elementaiy education system of India has expanded to be one of the largest 
in the world. In the beginning the focus of attention was only on the expansion 
of schools. But later on since NPE 1986, the focus of attention has shifted from 
mere provisions of schooling facilities to improvement of facilities, universal 
enrolment and participation and satisfactoiy levels of learning. 
1.2. 3 Universal Access 
Enrolment 
• There should be universal enrolment of all children including girls and 
boys belonging to schedule castes and schedule tribes. 
• There should be provision of primaiy schools for all children within one 
Km. of walking distance and of facility of non-formal education for 
school dropouts, working children and girls who cannot attend schools. 
• There should be improvement in the ratio of primaiy school to upper 
primaiy school from the existing 1: 4 to 1:2, this being a precondition 
for larger oppoitunity for widening girls participation at upper primaiy 
stage. 
Retention 
••• Reduction of dropout rates between classes 1 and V and I to Vlll from 
the existing 45% and 60% to 20% and 40% respectively. 
<• Improvement of school facilities by revamped operation blackboard, to 
be extended to upper primaiy levels also. 
Attainment 
• Achievement of Minimum Levels of Learning (MLL) by approximately 
all children at the primary level, and intioduction of this concept at the 
upper primaiy level. 
Monitoring 
• Local committee, with due representation to women and teachers, to 
assist in the working of primaiy education to over see its functioning. 
• Improvement of the monitoring system for UEE to see to the 
achievement of the above mentioned goals. 
1. 3 UEE: HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 
1. 3. 1 British Period 
With the dawn of British rule in India, christian missionaries started 
commendable work in the field of education. But, during the Company's 
regime, education was neglected and, at least in the early stages, it was 
definitely ignored. The Charter Act of 1813, passed by British Parliament, 
directed the East India Company to accept responsibility for the education of 
the Indian people and to spend a sum of not less than Rs. 100,000 a year for 
this purpose. But even this amount was not fully utilized for the next ten years. 
From 1824 onwards, small sums were annually spent on education, but 
obviously such expenditure could not go veiy far to meet the educational needs 
of millions of the people. The Education Dispatch of 1854 advocated the 
extension of elementaiy education tluough the direct instiumentality of the 
State, as well as the encouragement of private schools through grant-in-aid. 
But, compared to the magnitude of the problem, adequate funds were not 
forthcoming. As such, the progress was slow and halting. Stanley's Dispatch of 
1859 admitted that it was apparently impossible to provide funds for a system 
of direct instruction and that it was necessary to levy a compulsoiy local rate 
for defraying the cost of primary education. As a result of this 
recominendation, recourse was taken to local taxation. Since 1864, Local Cess 
Acts had been passed by different provinces, and as such, primaiy education 
made great strides foiAvard during the eleven years from 1870-71 to 1881-82. 
Decentralization was gradually introduced in India from 1859. Lord Mayo 
enforced it at the provincial level in 1870, and later, by Lord Lytten in 1877. In 
1882, Lord Rippon appointed the Indian Education Commission with William 
Hunter as its Chairman. Concerning primary education, the coiimiission said 
that it should be regarded as public education. Its cumculum should be in 
accordance with life and medium of instruction should get protection from the 
government. A part of the local budget should be collected tlirough school fees, 
local bodies and other sources (Bhatnagar, 1990). This state of affairs was 
altered when the various Municipal and Local Board Acts were passed in 1883-
84 in pursuance of Lord Ripon's policy of Local Self Government. But, the 
progress of primaiy education was checked due to paucity of financial aid from 
the Government. The Indian Educational Policy of 1904 was forced to declare: 
"It is commonly reckoned that fifteen percent of the population are of school 
going age but of these only a little more than one sixth are actually receiving 
primaiy education the expansion of primary education has received a 
check during recent years Primaiy education had hitherto received 
insufficient attention and an adequate share of the public funds" (Mukerjee 
1976). 
The earliest suggestion for intioducing compulsoiy education was made by 
William Adam in 1838. In 1852 Captain Wingate suggested that 5% of the land 
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revenue should be utilized to provide compulsoiy primaiy education to the 
agriculturists. In 1858, T.C. Hope proposed that local areas should tax 
themselves for the running of schools for their benefit (Mukerjee, 1976). 
Indian dissatisfaction with the inadequacy of educational opportunity in the 
country, especially, in the sphere of Primaiy Education, became in-
conveniently vocal for the government early in the twentieth century. The 
refomis envisaged by Lord Curzon did not attempt any re-organization of the 
primaiy education system or suggest any concrete program for the solution of 
the immense problems of illiteracy. In 1910, G. K. Goidiale voiced the Indian 
demand for the introduction of compulsory primary education in the country. 
But, the government were unwilling even to accept the principle of compulsion 
and relied upon the encouragement of private enteiprise and local bodies, 
which had already proved ineffective. The principle of compulsion was 
theoretically accepted in almost all the provinces and compulsory education 
Acts were passed everywhere but the Acts generally remained a dead letter. 
In 1937, Mahatama Gandhi initiated a discussion on the Indian educational 
problems and offered many suggestions such as the course of primaiy 
education should be extended at least to seven years for the all round 
development of boys and girls; training should be given in some basic craft and 
the primary education should equip boys and girls to earn their bread by the 
state guaranteed employment. Higher education should be left to private 
enterprise and the State Universities should be purely examining bodies. M.K. 
Gandhi's proposals were discussed at an All India National Education 
Conference held at Wardha in October 1937, under the president-ship of 
Gandhiji himself. After modification, the following resolutions were passed: 
11 
(i) that free and compulsory education be provided for seven years on a 
nationwide scale, 
(ii) that the medium of instruction be the mother tongue and 
(iii) that the system of education would gradually be able to cover 
remuneration of teachers. 
The All India National Conference (1937) also appointed a Committee under 
the Chairmanship of Dr. Zakir Hussain to fonuulate a scheme of Basic 
Education on the line suggested by its resolution. The Zakir Hussain 
Committee report is known as Wardha Scheme. The Committee conderrmed 
the existing system of education for its failure to meet the most urgent and 
pressing needs of national life and to organize and direct its forces and 
tendencies into proper channels. It did not train individuals to become useful, 
productive members of the society, able to pull their own weight and 
participate effectively in its work. After this "self supporting aspect of scheme" 
was started by Gandhiji for providing an integral all sided education through 
some suitable form of productive work. Zakir Hussain Committee did not 
wholly support this scheme. The Committee realised the danger that in the 
working of the scheme the economic aspect may be stiessed at the sacrifice of 
the cultural and educational objective. Teachers may divert most of their 
attention and energy to extracting the maximum amount of labor from children, 
whilst neglecting the intellectual, social and moral implications and 
possibilities of craft tiaining. Along with the defects, the Wardha Committee 
itself realized the dangers of the self -supporting basis of Gandhiji's original 
scheme. The economic, moral and ethical claims for Wardha Scheme were also 
too much exaggerated. The scheme was meant specially for rural areas. But, 
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the subsequent Conunittees, specially the two Committees of the C.A.B.E., 
modified the Wardha Scheme to make it generally acceptable and sound. In 
1944 Sargeant Report recommended universal, free and compulsoiy education 
for 6 - 14 age group. Desai (1951) points out that missionaries took the lead in 
this matter and some enlightened European officials of the government, but 
later Indian leaders canied on the struggle. Desai (1951) divided the history of 
universal primary education into six phases. 
The first phase is from 1813 to 1882 when the British Govt, accepted its 
responsibility for the education of the people. The second phase extends from 
1882 to 1910 when Gokhale moved his resolution on compulsory education but 
no success could be achieved. The third phase extends from 1910 to 1917 and 
covers the period of heroic era. The fourth phase extends from 1918 to 1930 
when the principle of compulsory education was placed in the statutes of 
almost every province in British India as well as in some important Indian 
States. The fifth stage extends from 1930 to 1950 when compulsory education 
was introduced as an experimental measure in a few areas. During the sixth and 
final stage a deteimined efforts was made to introduce compulsoiy education in 
all parts of India in the meaning of Aiticle 45 of Constitution of India. (Buch) 
1. 3. 2 Post-British Period 
With the attainment of political freedom on August 15, 1947, the Education 
Depaitment at the Center became a full-fledged Ministry of Education. Its main 
function was to co-ordinate educational planning for the whole of India and to 
act as an agency for the collection and dissemination of infomiation on 
education. 
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Long before independence, it had been abundantly realized that an alien 
Government, however well intentioned, could never frame a program of 
national education that would serve the nation's needs. The national 
govermnent therefore, had to give education a new orientation in the new 
context. In the face of "restricted finance, paucity of trained teachers and the 
controversial problem of the medium of instruction", the country was called 
upon to solve the two fold problem i.e. to fight illiteracy by providing facilities 
for giving elementaiy basic education to 85% of our population who could not 
read and write, and to nationalise our entire system of education so as to train, 
equip and direct the youth of the country to take their proper share in building 
up a progressive state". 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Honourable Minister for Education in the national 
government, convened in Jan. 1948 an All India Education Conference, which 
was attended by the representatives of all provincial and state governments. 
Vice Chancellors of Indian Universities and other prominent educationists of 
the country. The conclusions drawn were as given below:- (i) the period of 40 
years contemplated by the sergeant plan for completion of the work of 
universal and compulsoiy primaiy education should be shortened; (ii) the 
compulsoiy education might be first applied for the junior basic stage within a 
period of 10 years and then extended to children between the ages of 11 to 14 
years, (iii) provision of adult or social education centers should be airanged to 
prevent illiteracy, (iv) a committee should be appointed on the medium of 
instruction and to consider ways and means of raising the finances required to 
expedite and implement Basic Education Plans. The finance committee, as 
recommended by the conference was appointed under the Chaiimanship of Shri 
B. G. Kher. The committee thought that universal and compulsoiy basic 
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education could be intioduced within a period of 16 years by two five years 
plans and one Six year Plan. 
Article 45 of the Indian Constitution, reads as follows: - "the state shall 
endeavor to provide within a period of ten years from the commencement of 
the constitution, free and compulsory education for all children until they 
complete the age of 14 years. Thus, the Constitution laid complete 
responsibility for elementaiy education "for all" on the shoulders of the 
government. From 1951, India launched the program of planned development, 
each developmental plan being for a period of five years. 
First five year plan commenced in 1951 and third five year plan ended in 1966. 
In the beginning of the first plan there were 210,000 primary schools (196,000 
for boys and 14,000 for girls) and towards the end of third plan in 1965-66, this 
number increased to 400,000 (375,000 for boys and 25,000 for girls). With the 
number of schools doubling itself, the enrolment of children in these schools 
had become more than IVi times i.e. the number of boys increased from 138 
lacs to 322 lacs, while that of girls rose from 192 to 505 lacs, which signifies a 
substantial development in respect of emolment of children of group are 6-11. 
The money spent also increased to more than three times during these 15 years 
from Rs. 6 crores in 1950-51 to Rs. 122 crores in 1965-66. The above figures 
reveal that very high priority was given to primaiy education during first three 
five year plans. 
In the fourth Five Year Plan, out of the total outlay of Rs. 823 crores on 
education, Elementaiy Education got a share of Rs. 235 crores, which was 28.5 
percent of the total. In classes I-V, the target of enrolment was to increase from 
539 lacs or 75.1% of the relevant age group to 686 lacs or 85.3% of the 
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relevant age group. In fifth Five-Year Plan (1974-79), out of original plan 
outlay of Rs. 3200 crores, primaiy education got the lion's share of Rs. 1575 
crores. Later on the plan was slashed down to Rs. 1285 crores and elementary 
education got a share of Rs. 410 crores. The five programmes, according to 
Govt, of India, were to intioduce a system of part time education, provision of 
ancillaiy semces to help poor children i.e. provision of free text books and 
other learning materials, mid-day meal and clothing, to emoll girls and to make 
provisions of school creches because most of the older girls have to look after 
young children at home. The Fifth Five Year Plan was obstructed and truncated 
on 31st March, 1978, a year before its maturity. The Sixth Five-year plan was 
prepared under the chairmanship of Shri Morarji Desai in 1978-83, but was not 
finally approved by parliament. Elementary Education got a share of Rs. 900 
crores, which was about half the total allocation for education. The priorities 
and targets were to fulfill Article 45, provision of schools, to enroll students 
tlirough specially organized enrolment drives, to introduce non-formal 
education for grown up children in the age group 9-14 who had never been to 
school or dropped out and intioduction of part time schools to eradicate mass 
illiteracy. 
The enrolments in elementary education during this plan increased by 230 lacs 
(220 lacs in class 1 - V and 100 lacs in class VI - VIII). In Seventh Five-Year 
Plan (1985-90), the objective was to achieve 100% enrolment in the age group 
of 6-14 years by 1990. With a view to achieve this objective, the seventh plan 
had prescribed a target of 25.53 million children for fornial education and 25 
million children for non-fonnal education. In order to ensure the qualitative 
improvement for all children, a large program called "Operation Blackboard" 
was launched by Central Govt, in 1986. 
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In Eighth Five Year Plan (1992 - 97) the following tliree sub-schemes were 
proposed under Operation Blackboard: (i) continuation of ongoing scheme to 
cover all the remaining schools as identified on 30"' Sept. 1986, (ii) expanding 
the scope of the scheme to provide three rooms and tliree teachers in primary 
schools and (iii) 50% women teachers in primary schools as mandatoiy for all 
states / UTs and extending the scope of the scheme to upper primary schools. 
In elementaiy education the focus has been shifted from emolment per se to 
retention and achievement. A committee was also constituted to lay down 
minimum levels of learning for subjects taught at upper primary stage. In first 
phase 18 projects were taken up in 4,000 primary schools, now the program is 
being upstaged through the institutional mechanism of DIETS and SCERTS in 
about 12 states. Cunently about 200 DIETS have been oriented in 
comprehensive stiategy. 
In Ninth Five Year Plan target were fixed under broad parameters universal 
access, universal retention and universal achievement. The following key 
strategies were worked out in consultation with states/UTs to shift focus from 
educationally backward states to educationally backward districts, to provide 
universal access to minimum levels of learning for enJiancing of learners 
achievement, provision of teacher training programs, decentralization of 
planning and management through Panchayati Raj institutions/village 
education committees and stiess on participation process; many initiatives have 
been taken up both for quantitative and quantitative improvement. These 
include. Operation Blackboard, non-fonnal education program, DPEP, MLL, 
national support to primaiy school children and improvement of school 
enrolment and quality of basic education. 
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During the plan periods, from 1950-51 to ninth plan (1997-02) there has been 
remarkable progress in the expansion of education, both in terms of physical 
facilities and manpower. The decade wise progress in the number of 
institutions is given in Table - 11, which shows that primary schools have 
increased from only about 210,000 in 1950-51 to 528,000 in 1985-86 at a 
compound amiual growth rate of 2.7% and over about 641,000 in 1999-2000 at 
a compound annual growth rate of 2.3%. 
Table :1.2 
Growth of Elementary Schools (1950-51 to 1999-2000) 
Primarv 
(I-V) 
Middle 
(VI-VIII) 
Total 
(I-VIII) 
50-51 
209671 
13596 
223267 
6U-61 
330399 
49663 
380062 
70-71 
408378 
90621 
498999 
80-81 
494503 
118555 
613058 
85-86 
528872 
134846 
663728 
92-93 
571248 
158498 
729746 
95-96 
590421 
171216 
761637 
99-00 
641695 
198004 
839699 
Source: 
Selected Educational Statistics Government of India H.R.D. Department of Education, 
1997. 
Selected Educational Statistics Government of India H.R.D. Department of Education, 
1999-2000. 
Middle schools increased from less than 14000 in 1950-51 to over 134,000 in 
1985-86 witnessing an annual growth rate of 6.8% and over 1,98,000 in 1999-
2000, witnessing an annual compared growth rate of 5.1%. So in all, the 
number of elementaiy schools increased from about 223,000 to over 839,700 
during the same period. The aimual growth rate has been 2.8% in this case. For 
every 15 primary schools in 1950-51 there was only one middle school. In 
1995-96, the ratio of middle schools to priinaiy schools was 1:3.4. This 
suggests that the rate of growth of middle schools has been higher than that of 
primary schools. 
There has been an accelerated growth of emohnent of children in the age group 
6-14 years in the elementaiy schools The total emolment increased from 22 3 
milhon in 1950-51 to 114 58 million m 1985-86, over five fold growth in 35 
years with annual growth 4 8% and 155.7 million in 1999-2000 (Table - III) 
The annual compound growth rate has been about 4 3% At primary school 
level, the emolment of students increased from 19.20 million in 1950-51 to 
86.46 million in 1985-86 and to 113.60 milhon in 1999-2000 representing an 
annual growth rate of 4% In the same way, enrolment at middle school level 
also increased from 3.1 million to 28.12 million in 1985-86 and 89.18 million 
in 1999-2000, at 5.9% annual growth rate. Like institutions, enrolment also had 
a faster growth rate at middle school level. Another significant trend that 
emerges is that overall annual growth rate of enrolment of girls has been more 
than that of boys. This trend has continued at both primary and middle school 
levels 
Table 1.3 
Year 
50-51 
60-61 
70-71 
80-81 
85-86 
92-91 
93-94 
95-96 
99-00 
Male 
13 80 
23 60 
35 70 
44 60 
51 70 
60 50 
61 80 
62 40 
64 10 
Growth of Enrolment (1950-2000) 
Priman 
Female 
5 40 
11 40 
21 30 
28 10 
34 70 
44 90 
46 40 
47 40 
49 51 
Total 
19 20 
35 00 
57 00 
72 70 
86 40 
105 04 
108 2 
109 73 
113 61 
Male 
2 60 
5 10 
9 40 
13 90 
17 70 
21 20 
24 20 
25 00 
25 08 
Middle 
Female 
0 50 
1 60 
3 90 
6 80 
9 60 
12 90 
15 70 
16 00 
16 98 
Total 
3 10 
6 70 
13 30 
20 70 
27 3 
34 10 
39 20 
4101 
42 06 
Male 
16 40 
28 70 
45 10 
57 90 
69 86 
79 10 
86 00 
87 40 
89 18 
(in mi 
Total 
Female 
5 90 
13 00 
25 20 
34 70 
44 72 
54 60 
62 10 
63 40 
66 49 
llion) 
Total 
22 30 
4170 
70 30 
92 60 
114 58 
133 70 
148 10 
150 80 
155 67 
Source 
Scxcnlh fnc >cjr plane. 1985-90 
Selected educational statistics. Department of Education 1997 
Selected educational statistics. Deptt of Edie 1999-2000 
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Examination of the increase in the number of teachers during the five-year 
plans is equally important. Table - IV shows that the number of teachers in 
elementaiy schools increased from 624,000 in 1950-51 to 2478 thousands in 
1985-86 showing about 4.1% amiual growth rate and 3218 million in 1999-
2000. The number of primaiy school teachers increased from 538 thousand in 
1950-57 to 1510 thousand in 1985-86 and 1920 thousand in 1999-2000, and 
that of middle school teachers increased from 86,000 in 1950-51 to 9.68 lacs in 
1985-86 and 12.98 lacs in 1999-2000. The conesponding growth rates have 
been 2.7% and 5.9% respectively. 
The number of female teachers increased from 95,000 in 1950-51 to 11.53 lacs 
in 1999-2000 showing that annual growth rate of female teachers was higher 
than the overall growth rate and growth rate of male teachers. This tiend has 
remained the same at primary as well as at middle school levels. 
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TABLE:L4 
Growth in Number of Teachers (in thousands) 
Year 
50-51 
60-61 
70-71 
80-81 
85-86 
90-91 
91-92 
92-93 
93-94 
94-95 
95-96 
99-00 
Primary 
Male 
456 
615 
835 
1020 
1096 
1143 
1144 
1137 
1196 
1181 
1187 
1236 
Female 
82 
127 
225 
343 
414 
473 
492 
514 
507 
533 
553 
684 
Total 
538 
742 
1060 
1363 
1510 
1616 
1636 
1651 
1703 
1714 
1740 
1920 
Middle 
Mate 
73 
262 
463 
570 
661 
717 
714 
709 
710 
732 
756 
829 
Female 
13 
83 
175 
261 
307 
356 
365 
376 
370 
390 
409 
469 
Total 
86 
345 
638 
831 
1757 
1073 
1079 
1005 
1080 
1122 
1165 
1298 
Total 
Male 
529 
877 
1298 
1590 
1757 
1860 
1858 
1846 
1906 
1913 
1943 
2065 
Female 
95 
210 
400 
604 
721 
829 
857 
890 
877 
923 
962 
1153 
Total 
624 
1087 
1698 
2194 
2478 
2689 
2715 
2736 
2783 
2836 
2905 
3218 
Source 
• Selected Educational Statistic Govt oflndiaHRD N Delhi 1997 
• Selected Educational Statistic Govt of India H R D N Delhi 1999 -2000 
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Table : 1.5 
Growth Rates (Schools) 
Growth of 
elementary 
schools 
Primary 
School (I-V) 
Middle 
School (VI-
VIII) 
Combined 
total (I-
VIII) 
1950 
Number 
209671 
13,596 
223,767 
- 5 1 
% 
annual 
growth 
rate 
-
~ 
" 
1985 
Number 
528.872 
132,846 
662.153 
- 8 6 
annual 
jjrowth 
rate 
27 
6.8 
3.1 
1995 
Number 
590.421 
171.216 
761.637 
-96 
% 
annual 
growth 
rate 
2.3 
5.7 
2.8. 
1999-00 
Number 
641.700 
198,000 
839,000 
% 
annual 
growth 
rate 
5.4 
2.8 
Growth Rates (Enrolment) 
Growth of 
enrolment 
Primary 
School (I-V) 
Middle 
School (VI-
VIII) 
Combined 
total (I-VIII) 
1950 
in 
million 
19.2 
3.1 
22.3 
- 5 1 
% 
annua! 
growth 
rate 
-
~ 
-
1985 
in 
million 
86.46 
28.12 
114.58 
- 8 6 
% 
annual 
growth 
rate 
3.9 
6.8 
4.8 
1995 
in 
million 
109.73 
41.01 
150.8 
-96 
% 
annual 
growth 
rate 
4 0 
5.9 
4.3 
1999-00 
in 
million 
113.60 
89.18 
155.7 
% 
annual 
growth 
rate 
3.5 
7.6 
3.5 
Growth Rates (Teachers) 
Growth in no.s/ 
of teachers 
Priniar\ School 
(I-V) 
Middle School 
(VI-VIIl) 
Combined total 
(I-VIIl) 
1950-51 
000 
538 
86 
624 
'/o 
annual 
growth 
rate 
-
-
-
1985-86 
00(1 
1510 
968 
2478 
"A^ 
annual 
grow th 
rate 
3 0 
72 
4 1 
1995 
000 
1740 
1165 
2905 
-96 
% 
annual 
growth 
rate 
27 
5 9 
3 5 
1999-00 
000 
1920 
1298 
3218 
%, 
annual 
gro>v th 
rate 
4 0 
5 7 
3 3 
Source: 
Seleclcd Educational Slalislic Govt of lndiaHRD Department of Education 1997 
Selected Educational Statistic Govt of India H R D Department of Education 1999 - 2000 
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On comparing the annual growth rate in the case of deterioration elementary 
schools, students and number of teachers between the years 1985-86 and 1999-
2000. it has been found that there is deterioration and fall in the graph m eveiy 
field except growth of enrolment at primaiy stage. But, during the last four 
years i.e. 1996-2000, there has been tiemendous improvement in eveiy field of 
education. But, this is not enough. To achieve the goal of education up to the 
age of 6-14 years greater efforts are required by to be made people/citizens of 
India, Governmental and non governmental agencies to achieve the target of 
univeisalisation of elementary education. 
1. 4 CURRENT STATUS OF THE UEE 
The National Policy on Education (1986) and its Program of Action (POA) 
envisages that free and compulsory education of satisfactoiy quality should be 
provided to all children upto the age of 14 years before the dawn of the IV^ 
century. The recent PROBE (Public Report on Basic Education) survey of 200 
villages in the four northern states of Bihar, MP, Rajasthan and U.P. has given 
some interesting findings (PROBE TEAM, 1999). In the mral areas of these 
four states, 86% of boys and 57% of girls in the age group 6-14 were cunently 
enrolled in schools. These findings show that, though good progress has been 
made in the last decade, the provision of a basic education for all remains a 
critical problem. Further, dropout rates are quite high at school stage i.e. there 
is a large gap between children who enrol in school, or who have ever attended, 
and the number who actually complete schooling. Here too there has been 
some progress (Swaminathan and Rawal 1999). 
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The apparent development of elenientaiy education discussed thus far hides 
certain disparities and imbalances. These disparities have been highlighted by 
the newly available data from the fifty-third round of the National Sample 
Survey (NSS) 1997. During 1987 - 88, the all India figures showed that about 
40% of mral children and 14% of urban children were attending school. The 
data on school attendance show variations across states, and rural and urban 
areas. With the exception of urban Kerala, attendance rates among girls were 
lower than among boys. The gender gap tends to be wider in rural areas. In 
rural U.P., for example, 33% of boys and 16% of girls attended school in the 
year 1986 - 87. In general, attendance rates were very low in Bihar, M.P., 
Rajasthan and U.P. Only 25% of boys and girls attended school as compared to 
89% in Kerala. School attendance was also low in Haryana, Orissa and Jarmnu 
& Kaslimir. In Punjab one of the richest states, only 35% of rural children 
attended school. While the data for the year93-94 show tangible progress; 
schooling is far from being universal. In mral areas, 70% of boys and 55% of 
girls in the 5-14 age group attended school. In urban areas, 84.5% of boys and 
80% of girls attended school. So, even in urban areas, about 20% of girls were 
not in school and this proportion was high in rural areas. Turning to state level 
changes, remarkable progress was made between 87-88 and 93-94 in Himachal 
Pradesh, where achievements in 1993-94 came close to those of Kerala. In rural 
areas, where initial attendance was low, there was rapid increase in attendance 
in many states, including the BIMARU states where attendance rates doubled 
or more than doubled between 1987-88 and 93-94. Nevertheless, the overall 
situation remains far from satisfactoiy. According to PROBE Team, (1999), 
there are many obstacles to continued and regular school attendance of children 
from deprived households. A closely related problem is that of child labor. 
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India has the dubious distinction of having the largest number of child workers 
in any country in the world. Estimates of child workers vary from 17 to 44 
million. 
Teachers are perhaps the most important resource in a school. The growth in 
number of teachers has fallen steadily over time from 5.6% in the 1950's to 
4.5% in 60's, 2.7% in 70's. Between 84-85 & 89-90, the growth rate dropped to 
1.6% and an absolute decline in number of primaiy school teachers between 
1991 - 92 & 92 -93 was high (Dreze Sen 1995). The fifth All India Educational 
Survey conducted in 1986 found that 28% of all primary schools were single 
teacher schools and another 32% had 2 teachers each (NCERT 1992). In some 
places like Rajasthan, about 50% of schools were single teacher school. The 
latest national survey, the Sixth All Indian Survey shows that in 1993 about 
20% of primary schools were single teacher schools and 0.8% had no teacher at 
all. Another area of concern is teacher performance. The two major factors 
responsible for poor perfonnance, as the PROBE study reports, are the 
teacher's work and the lack of accountability in schooling system. It is unlikely 
for work motivation to be high and teacher perfonnance to be good when a 
teacher is single handed, and with little teaching material has to teach five 
different grades at the same time. 
Further was reported by the Fifth All India Educational SuiA'ey (1986) that 40% 
of schools did not have pucca (permanent) building and 9% had no building at 
all (NCERT 1992). The availability of other basic facilities was also limited 
60% of schools had no drinking water and 89% had no toilets. In tenns of 
educational materials, 40% of schools had no blackboards and 70%) no libraiy 
facilities. Six year later we find veiy little change (NCERT, 1997). In 1993, 
65% all schools had a pucca building. At the other extreme 4% of school were 
run in open spaces, 3% in thatched huts, and 10.3% in tents. Further, 56% of 
schools had no drinking water facilities and 70% no toilets. 
Table: 1.6 
State wise - Number Of Schools, Enrolment & Teachers 
t^h 
upto 30'" Sep. 1996 
State 
U.P. 
Rajasthan 
M.P. 
Bihar 
Schools 
Primary 
I-V 
91093 
33801 
78694 
53652 
Middle 
VI-
VIII 
19917 
12642 
19328 
13834 
Enrolment 
Primary 
I-V 
16264697 
6656000 
9614686 
9626855 
Middle 
VI-
VIII 
562838 
2091000 
3187490 
2429333 
Teachers 
Primary 
I-V 
270459 
95298 
214488 
121800 
Middle 
VI-
VIII 
97331 
91643 
97977 
100860 
Source - Selected Educational Statistics, HRD Ministry. 1997 
In 1997, for the first time after independence, the United Front Government 
introduced a bill, the 83'^ '' Constitutional Amendment Bill, to make schooling 
comjjulsory. The draft Bill was presented to Rajya Sabha and laid on the table 
of Lok Sabha on 24 Nov. 1997. The Bill proposed to amend Article 21 by 
introducing the clause "The State shall provide free and compulsory education 
to all citizens of the age group six to fourteen years. The draft Bill was 
circulated and discussed widely in the public arena but with the fall of United 
Front Govt, the bill was not passed. However, the bill was again moved by the 
present government and has been passed by the Parliament recently. Whether 
passage of this Bill will change the existing situation is yet to be seen. 
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A different approach was taken in Madhya Pradesh, where an Education 
Guarantee Scheme was introduced in 1997 (Gopal Krishan & Sharma, 1998). 
There were two noteworthy features of this experiment. On the positive side, 
the setting up of 15, 568 schools in one year itself shows the tremendous 
demand for education among the poor. On the negative side, the measly 
expenditure on the scheme i.e. teachers monthly salary was only Rs. 500.00 
and children were given books worth Rs. 25.00 leads to serious compromise on 
the quality of education. The budget for 1999-2000 proposed to implement an 
Education Guarantee Scheme at the national level and to provide elementary 
schools within a kilometer of every habitation. But, this proposal faced two 
major failings - first, there was no commitment of additional financial 
resources for the scheme and second it required that a local community started 
a school and ran it successfully for two years, with some minimal help from the 
government in temis of teaching materials and unspecified assistance, before 
the government "upgraded it on a permanent basis". If such support was not 
provided, the proposal would shift the burden of provision of primary 
schooling from the State to poor coimnunities. 
Many initiatives have been taken both for qualitative and quantitative 
improvement of elementary education in the country. These include Operation 
Blackboard, Non-fonnal Education Program, teachers education, (DPEP). 
Minimum Levels of Learning, reorganization and restructuring of teacher 
education, nutritional support to primaiy education (mid-day meals) and 
improvement of school enrolment and quality of basic education. Various 
programs and projects in different parts of the countiy have been implemented 
to improve the quality and quantity of elementaiy education, which are as 
follows:-
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i. The implementation of the Bihar Education Project (with UNICEF 
assistance) and the Lok Jumbish Project (with SIDA assistance), 
ii. The plaiming of Basic Education Project in Uttar Pradesh (with IDA 
assistance), 
iii. The implementation of the Andhra Pradesh Primary Education Project 
(with ODA assistance) and Mahila Samakliya (with Dutch assistance). 
SIDA (Swedish International Development Agency) contributed 
towards the attainment of the goals of Universalization of Primary 
Education in the State of Orissa. 
iv. A movement by teachers of Orissa known as Gyana Jyoti was started in 
1992, which was aimed at creating awareness among the teachers' 
community and the people of Orissa for mobilizing them to the 
attaimnent of the goals of universalisation of Primary Education. 
V. The "PROPEL" Project (Promoting Primaiy and Elementary Education) 
an interdisciplinary action - research, project conducted by Indian 
Institute of Education, Pune to liberate the creative energies of the rural 
masses for an integrated local efforts to achieve the goal of "education 
for all" through systematic micro planning. 
As a result, improved perfonnance of the UEE programs over the years would 
be evident. 
To sum up, the situation in India today is one of low achievements in education 
combined with significant inequalities across sexes, regions, classes and castes 
and communities. Particular attention needs to be paid to the gender gap in 
educational achievements and to promoting the education of girls and women. 
Secondly, the expansion of primaiy education requires large scale expansion of 
basic school infrastructure and upgrading facilities in existing schools. As 
governments and local bodies run the majority of schools (92%), the state has 
primary responsibility of bettering the quantity and quality of schools. 
After a long debate the Rajya Sabha unanimously passed the 93 Amendmeni 
to the institution of India, making the Right of Education a fundamental Right 
for all children in the six to 14 age groups nearly eight months before the 
cabinet approved this Bill. With the passage of the 93"^ constitution 
Amendment by Parliament (ad presidential assent now only a matter of tune), 
education to all those between six and 14 yrs of age is now fundamental Right. 
The implication of this is that the state is bound by the constitution to ensure 
the infrastructure to provide primaiy education to all children and such a right 
is enforceable by law. Aiticle 21-A, an insertion in the constitution (in the 
event of the state failing to provide the infrasti^ucture) and every citizen is 
vested with the right to approach the apex court seeking a will under the 
provisions of Article 32 of the constitution. The constitution. Amendment is 
indeed a watershed in the campaign to achieve universal primaiy literacy, an 
ideal that was envisaged for achievement within a decade of the 
commencement of the Republic bill left unattended by successive Governments 
because it was only a part of the unenforceable Directive principles of States 
Policy in the constitution. The constitution Amendment is a means to ensure 
that the Right to Education (for all those between six and 14 yrs of age) is 
legally enforceable and not merely a desirable goal as it was hitherto. 
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1. 5 RESEARCH PERSPECTIVE 
The research surveys on primaiy or elementaiy education indicate that a large 
number of studies have been conducted on various aspects of elementarv' 
education including the UEE. Most of the studies have attempted to examine 
the causes of slow progress in UEE, high incidence of dropout and children's 
socioeconomic problems. A summaiy of some of the studies intimately related 
to the present study is given in the paragraphs to follow. 
Bombay Municipal Corporation (1956) conducted a study on the extent and 
causes of the failure of school going age children by using questioimaires, and 
interviews of the parents and students. The major conclusions of this study 
were that the incidence of non attendance was higher in age group 6 - 9 Years., 
that the children belonging to Harijan sweepers' class and about 30% of 
children were prevented to attend the class due to domestic work, poveity, 
truancy and physical handicaps. Placement of good and experienced teachers 
and introducing interesting activity and practical work were suggested as a 
remedy. Das (1969) conducted a similar study on wastage and stagnation at 
elementary school level in Assam by using global enrolment and analysis 
variance cohort method and found that the rate of wastage at primaiy school 
level was much greater than at middle school level, and among girls it was 
higher than among boys. A Similar study was conducted by Barua (1971) in 
Sibsagar & Golghat sub - division. It was concluded that poveity, ignorance of 
parents, poor health of pupils, repeated failure, bad physical condition of 
school, long absence from the school, bad family environment, overcrowded 
classes with single teacher, and faulty admission policy were some of the 
factors responsible for students high dropout rate. State Institute of Education, 
Maharashtia (1969) also followed the Bombay Municipal Coiporation and 
drew similar conclusions. Vyas & Chaudhaiy (1970) conducted a study on the 
school dropouts by using questionnaire and interview technique and concluded 
that the percentage of dropouts and extent of stagnation among students of 
class I were higher amongst students of SC and ST groups, as compared to 
other castes. Bir Singh (1971) canied out an investigation on failures in 
examinations using interview teclinique and concluded that those who failed in 
the examination had greater chance of passing the examination at their third 
attempt than at second attempt. It was suggested that there was no gain by 
requiring pupils to repeat the same courses for one year or more years. 
Pratap and Others (1971) carried out an investigation on student absenteeism, 
stagnation and wastage in primary schools and concluded that incidence of 
absenteeism was highest in classes. 1, II & III. Stagnation and absenteeism 
jointly contributed to wastage, and child labor was the most important factor 
causing absenteeism. Das, R.C. (1975), also carried out an investigation of 
educational wastage in urban and mral areas and concluded that wastage and 
stagnation in rural areas were significantly higher than in the sub-urban areas; 
in case of stagnation, the percentage was lower for girls in urban areas but 
higher in both the sub-urban and rural areas. Mustaali (1976) cairied out a 
study on wastage and stagnation in primary education amongst the tribal of 
Gujarat and drew the conclusion that the educational environment in asliram 
schools was more congenial. Poveily, illiteracy, untrained and in-efficient 
teachers, and irrelevant cuniculum etc were responsible for it. Pillai, Benjamin 
& Nair (1980) conducted a similar study on dropouts in primaiy education in 
Kerala and concluded that percentage of dropouts was higher among boys than 
among girls and dropout children belonged to illiterate parents and casual 
labourers. Sarkar (1980) conducted a pilot investigation on school dropouts and 
concluded diat domestic work, inadequate income, and lack of parents' interest 
was responsible for both male and female dropouts. 
Similarly, Kasinath (1980) conducted a study on problem of wastage and 
stagnation at primary level in Kamataka and found out that rate of wastage and 
stagnation was higher in double shift schools than single shift schools and 
inexperienced and untrained teachers were also responsible for it. Srivastava 
and Gupta (1980) also conducted survey of non-enrolled, non-attending and 
dropout children. It was concluded that a majority of the non enrolled children 
belonged to poor families, casual labour classes and illiterate parents. The non-
attendance was more in rural areas, and in case of girls. Similar investigation 
was conducted by Sinha (1981) on non-enrolled, non-attending and dropout 
children aged 6-14 years, in Hazaribagh, which concluded that position of 
enrolment was better in case of boys coming of educated families. Naik (1981) 
canied out an investigation on dropout and non-enrolment of children in 6 -14 
age groups. Six different survey schedules were used and conclusions were the 
same as above. Vathsala (1981) conducted a study on school dropouts and 
concluded that students did join the higher classes due to poverty, and due to 
social and cultural factors, girls did not take further education. 
A micro plarming survey in Tikamgarh distiict of M.P. (1981) pointed out that 
the number of children actually attending schools in the 6 - 14 years age group 
in the rural areas was 42.17% of those on the official record which was not 
exactly the same in practical sense. Since the teachers are under pressure to 
show better enrolment targets, they keep the names of these children alive in 
their registers. This points to a serious problem of absenteeism among school 
children posing a great obstacle in the way of UEE. 
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Hussain (1982) conducted a study on wastage and stagnation in Primary 
Schools of Bhilwara Distiict of Rajasthan and concluded that the rate of 
wastage was highest in the first two classes and single teacher schools. Pillay 
(1982) carried out an investigation on the impact of non-graded units upon 
primaiy school dropouts and concluded that the non-graded units introduced in 
the primary schools helped in minimizing the number of dropouts. 
Prasad and Sharma (1982) conducted a study on wastage, stagnation and 
inequality of opportunity in mral Primaiy education using village schedule, 
school schedule and household schedule and concluded that stagnation was 
higher among girls than boys, especially in lower class people (SC/ST) etc. 
Similarly Sharma (1982) conducted a study on wastage in education at the 
primary school level in Rajasthan and concluded that the percentage of wastage 
was higher among girls than among boys, especially of SC and ST classes. 
Shah (1983), similarly canied out a study of the factors responsible for 
dropping out students from Municipal and Local authority schools and 
concluded that the number of dropouts in Marathi & Gujrati Medium schools 
was highest in Class I and lowest in Class Vlll, average level of dropout in 4 
years being highest in Telgu medium and lowest in Malayalam medium 
schools. Devi (1983) conducted a study on the problem of dropouts in primaiy 
schools of Manipur and concluded that there was no uniformity in the rate of 
dropout for the whole primaiy stage. In comparison to boys, more girls dropped 
out due to poveity and frequent tiansfers. Shirgopikar (1983) conducted a study 
on wastage in education among girls in Kolhapur Coiporation and concluded 
that percentage of wastage in girls was more in backward communities. 
Changes should be brought through teacher-parents meetings. Dhangade 
(1986) conducted a critical study on non-enrolment, wastage, and stagnation 
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during the first two years of schooling of SC boys and girls. It was concluded 
that teachers were not effective. Samuel & Fong (1993) conducted a study on 
failure and concluded that boys of minorities and students from lower socio-
economic status groups were likely to be retained and suggested that timings of 
retention were not uniformly associated with superior performance. Similarly, 
SIE (UP) (1986) carried out an investigation on dropouts and failure in primary 
classes and concluded that mostly dropouts belonged to backward classes and 
the causes were illiteracy of parents, poveity, and lack of facilities. No 
significant difference was noted in the successful and dropout candidates. 
Similar village studies vividly bring out the problems of low school attendance. 
In Palanpur village in Western U.P., 29% of children were enrolled in primaiy 
school in the village in 1993. Among girls, 20% were officially enrolled but the 
researchers observed that only 4% actually attended school (Dreze and Saran, 
1993). 
Ambasht & Rath (1995) conducted a study on the effect of household, 
community and school factors on the eniolment, retention and achievement of 
scheduled tribe children and concluded that school timings and medium of 
instruction were responsible for dropouts and higher attendance in some areas 
was due to attendance scholarship. Siddiqui (1995) conducted a comparative 
study of dropout rates between Muslim & Non-Muslim students in elementary 
schools and concluded that dropout rates were higher in elementary classes in 
comparison to primary classes and average percentage of success, failures and 
repeaters among Muslim students were slightly higher than non - Muslim 
students. Nayar (1995) canied out a study on gender issues in primary 
education and concluded that shortage of schools, inability of parents to 
provide books, stationery, clothes, extra tuition costs, house-hold works etc., 
were responsible for school dropouts. Illiterate parents discriminate between 
boys and girls in sending them to schools. Kaur & Singh (1996) conducted a 
study on primaiy education in rural Punjab and concluded that discouraging 
scenario of primaiy education in mral Punjab is due to lack of dedicated staff, 
heavy load of non-teaching work on teachers, improper management and lack 
of educational culture in schools, Ravinder Nath (1996) conducted a study on a 
sociological analysis of the problems of primary education in India and 
concluded that goal of universalisation had not been achieved due to rapid 
population growth, lack of corresponding socio - economic development, non-
flexibility in the system, single entry procedure and little progress of the adult 
education. Diane & Howard (1997) conducted a study on decomposing the 
academic failure-dropout relationship and concluded that academic failure-
dropout relationship was partially decomposed by the mediating effects of low 
motivation, association with deviant peers and perception of rejection by the 
students at school. 
Hosaka (1996) conducted a follow up survey of long absence and persistence 
non-attendant, and concluded that among absentees, 80% of students absent for 
long and 20% who were absent from school for mere thirty days in one 
academic session were also absent from school for more than thirty days in 
next years. Jordan and Lara (1996) conducted a study for exploring the causes 
of early dropout among racial ethnic and gender groups and concluded that 
these separate reason for dropping out related to school, family, job as well as 
influences from peers and residential mobility. 
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Singh (1997) conducted a study on "Wliy student don't attend classes?" and 
concluded that the reasons for maximum absenteeism were irrelevant courses, 
indifference and iiTesponsible teachers and mushroom growth of teaching 
shops. Reddy (1997) conducted a study on school education among tribal girls 
and concluded that the reasons for not sending girls to schools were want of 
schools, slow development, domestic work, child unwillingness and long 
distance of school. 
Kukreti & Saxena (1999) conducted a study of the problems of dropouts among 
tribal students at school level using three survey tools i.e. one each for teacher 
respondents, parents and dropout students. It was concluded that poverty, 
teacher behaviour towards students, school environment, illiteracy and 
ignorance, tribal nature and their semi-settled life, age of girls and language 
were responsible for school dropouts. 
On the basis of all the above researches the investigator concluded that the 
following might be major factors causing student absenteeism: 
••• Poverty may be one of the causes for school absenteeism. Socio-
economic, conditions of parents were not so good as to send their 
children to school and provide all the basic amenities/facilities needed 
for school going children. 
• Illiteracy may be another important factor. Parents are illiterate and they 
don't know the importance of education, and therefore, are unable to 
motivate their wards toward education. 
••• Most of the dropouts belong to backward castes (SC/ST). 
• Due to household activities and responsibility to take care of their 
youngsters girls students remain away from school. 
<• Indifferent attitude of parents towards the education of girl child. 
• Unsuitable school environment. 
• Untiained and inefficient teachers. 
*l* Behaviour of teachers is not favourable. 
•> Lack of financial help such as attendance scholarships, incentives like 
midday meals, etc., is also responsible for school dropouts. 
• Basic amenities i.e. fans, toilets and drinking water facilities are not 
available in the school. 
• Pressure on the teachers to show better enrolment target for the 
existence of the school. 
*l* Heavy workload on the schoolteachers. 
1.6. PROBLEMS AND ISSUES 
Although, primary education has been given due emphasis by the researchers in 
education, yet the area of school absenteeism has remained untouched. 
However, the investigator could find out a few research studies, which are 
indirectly related to the problem of absenteeism in schools. 
There are various views regarding the factors causing the school dropouts. A 
group of researchers concluded that maximum dropouts are of 6 - 9 years of 
age and belong to backward classes, especially SC and ST. This group included 
Bombay Municipal Coiporation (1956), Pillai & Nair (1980), Sriv. & Gupta 
(1980), Sharma (1982), Shirgopikar (1983), Samual, Fong Ruey (1993), SIE 
UP(1986) and Eswara Prasad & Shanna (1982). According to the above group 
the children belonging to backward castes, especially SC/ST, remain away 
from school due to their tribal nature and un-settled or Semi settled life, yet 
there are conflicting views regarding caste of dropouts. Vyas and Chaudhary 
(1970) claimed that the percentage of dropouts and stagnation was found more 
among students of non-scheduled castes as compared to students to SC/ST. 
This extracts the findings of main researchers. 
Other studies indicated that poverty, illiteracy, and unsuitable home conditions 
were equally responsible for wastage and stagnation. Most of the parents were 
casual labourers and illiterate also. They were not able to provide balanced diet 
to their family. So, from the veiy begimring, they engaged their children in 
their domestic occupation i.e. fanning and child labour. Since the parents were 
illiterate, they did not know the importance of education, and were not able to 
motivate their children towards studies. The home conditions of their families 
were not conducive for the school going children. Due to these reasons, the 
students show unwillingness and remain away from school. This group 
includes Bombay Municipal Corporation (1956), Barua (1971), SIE UP (1969), 
Pratap and Others (1971), Pillai & Nair (1980) Sarkar (1980), Srivastava & 
Gupta (1980) Sinha (1981), SIE UP (1986) Usha Nayer (1995) and Reddy 
(1997). 
A few studies indicated that unfavorable physical environment of school, 
overcrowded classrooms, lack of facilities, faulty admission policy, untrained 
and ineffective teachers, inelevant and inflexible curriculum, overloaded 
teachers and improper management are potentially responsible for school 
dropouts. This group included Barua (1971), SIE (Haryana), Mustaali (1976), 
Hussain (1982), Dhawgade (1986), Kaur & Singh (1996), K, Singh (1997) The 
above studies have claimed that due to unfavourable school environment, 
untiained and ineffective teachers, unsuitable and inflexible cuniculum and 
overloaded teachers etc, the children remain absent or wastage and stagnation 
takes place. 
Some studies such as by Das (1969) Bureau of Economics and Statistics 
(1970), Pratap & Others (1971), Saikar (1980), Srivastava & Gupta (1980), 
Sinha (1981) Vathsala's (1981), Shama (1982) Devi (1983) Shirgopikao 
(1983) Nayyer (1995) Reddy (1997). Concluded that girls' dropout rate in 
more than that of boys because illiterate parents discriminate between boys and 
girls while, sending them to schools. Most of parents avoid sending their girls 
to co-educational schools and illiterate parents avoid sending their girl child, 
due to domestic and household work. 
Some of the researchers have reported contradictory findings in this regard. 
Pillai and Nair (1980) conducted a study of dropouts in primary' education in 
Kerala and concluded that percentage of dropout was higher among boys than 
girls. Medium of instruction is also a potential reason for dropouts, according 
to some findings. 
Some researchers revealed that intioduction of non-graded system of education 
and some incentives like attendance scholarship might help in minimizing the 
number of dropouts. 
The review of researches in this area indicates that among other things, the 
problems of dropouts and absenteeism are seriously hampering the progress in 
the direction of achievement of the goal of UEE. While, a large number of 
research studies are available on school dropouts and related problems, the 
issues related to student absenteeism have attiacted very limited attention of the 
researchers. Through, a few studies by government and / or non-government 
organizations have been conducted in this field, yet their findings are not 
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conclusive. In certain cases the findings are even conflicting. Moreover, in 
view of the diverse nature of Indian society, it is imperative that more area-
specific studies should be conducted. While non-emolment and dropouts 
hamper the coverage of the population of the relevant age group, the non-
participation or absenteeism hampers learning, which is the ultimate objective 
of educative process. The investigator felt that there was a pressing need to 
cany out in-depth studies into the problem of student absenteeism, especially, 
in the backward areas of U.P. Therefore, the investigator chose to undertake the 
present study. 
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CHAPTER -2 
THE PROBLEM 
The major policy of the government of India during the post 
independence era has been to provide fiee and compulsory education to 
all children at least up to the elementaiy stage. But, the continued 
failure to fulfill the constitutional directive of providing education to all 
children up to the age of 14 years, is a teasing reality. Undoubtedly, this 
problem qualifies for being ranked as the most fundamental problem of 
our educational system. According to certain estimates, more than 4.5 
crores of children, constituting one fourth of the elementary school 
going age group, are engaged in child labor. Many of these children 
face brutal work conditions in both the organized and unorganized 
sectors. The issues of social justice with respect to educationally 
backward sections of the society and the gender bias rooted in the 
patriarchal Indian society are some of the other significant factors that 
have a major bearing upon participation of children in education. We 
have also pointed out elsewhere that there is an inseparable link 
between the policies of development and the capability of vast segments 
of our society to benefit fi^om school education. 
The official statistics on percentage of children enrolled in elementary 
schools showed phenomenal rise fi'om 42.6 in 1950-51 to 93.6 in 1986 
at the primary level and fi-om 12.9% in 1950-51 to 48.5% in 1986 at the 
middle school level. These statistics were not normally accepted on 
their face value. A number of studies have revealed that actual number 
of children attending school, even in classes I and II, is far less than 
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what is claimed officially. For instance a recent micro-planning survey 
in Tikamgarh district of Madhya Pradesh has revealed that the 
(Ramamurti Committee Report 1990) number of children actually 
attending schools in the 6-14 years of age group in the rural areas was 
42.7% of those on the official records. On-the-spot studies in another 
instance have shown that many children whose names were enrolled in 
the school register had, in fact, not attended school for more than a few 
days. It was pointed out that since teachers are under pressure to show 
better enrolment targets, they keep the names of these children alive in 
their registers. Though there has been a spectacular growth in 
elementary education in India during the post independence period, the 
goal of universalisation of elementary education remains as the most 
conspicuous failure of the Indian Education System. This points to a 
very serious problem of student absenteeism which means that a large 
number of students remain absent fi-om school while being on the role-
list as regular students. Unless full participation of enrolled students in 
the teaching learning process is ensured, it is not possible to achieve the 
goal of UEE in the true sense of the tenn. 
2. 1 THE PROBLEM IDENTIFIED AND DEFINED 
Elementary Education constitutes a very important stage of entire 
structure of education. Fornial education starts at this stage. Elementary 
education deserves the highest priority not only on the ground of social 
justice and democracy, but also on the ground of raising the competence 
of the average worker and increasing national productivity. Primary 
education was given an overriding priority in order to realize the goal of 
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universalisation of elementary education during 7*' and 8*' Plans. 
Despite this, accumulation of backlog has continued in enrolment, and 
dropout rate is still high. It appears that the phenomena of dropout and 
absenteeism are closely related, one reinforcing the other. However, 
many studies have been reported in the literature on school dropouts but 
the student "absenteeism" appears to be a relatively untouched field. 
One possible explanation for absenteeism and dropout is that lack of 
correlation and co-ordination between education and employment in our 
country is very common. A child who spends several years in school 
causing economic hardship to his parents by not helping them in their 
work hopes to get suitable employment after schooling, but usually, it 
does not happen. It does not matter for the parents of upper socio 
economic class. Even the middle class parents bear it. But certainly, it is 
a serious problem for the lower socio-economic classes of the society. 
Student's absence fi^om the school for longer periods of time leads to 
poor perforaiance at the examination. Sometimes due to this poor 
perfonnance they either fail in the examination or completely leave the 
school without appearing at the examination. These students are 
referred to as dropouts". Dropout occurs among school going children 
in all countries and it is a universal phenomenon. It ft^equently varies 
from one country to another. In other words there may be differences of 
degree, not of kind. The incidence of dropouts may vary between 
children of majority and minority communities in the same locality, or 
according to region or state. 
A student may attend a course of study for its entire length or for a 
shorter period of time but:-
(i) May not appear in the examination and discontinue his studies. 
(ii) May appear and fail in any one of the examinations and finally 
discontinue his education. 
(iii) May appear in, pass the examination and abandon the school. 
Also, there are cases when a student has to repeat the class work 
because of failure once or twice, resulting in stagnation for the 
individual and wastage for the school and community. This directly and 
adversely affects the aspiration of the student, his self-respect, financial 
condition of the parents, and economic development of the country. 
Repeated failure of a student in the same class is called stagnation. 
Irregularities of attendance, inattentiveness, inefficient teaching, faulty 
curricula and defective methods of examination are some of the reasons, 
which cause stagnation. Sometimes, irrelevant subject matter reduces 
the motivation of the child for his studies. It might generally lead to 
poor achievement and repeated failure. This repeated failure might 
become one of the major causes of complete withdrawal of the student 
fi^om the school. 
In order to study and arrest these trends many researches have been 
done which have succeeded in identifying some of the factors 
responsible for wastage and dropouts but most of the studies suffer fi-om 
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methodological drawbacks. Some common drawbacks are as given 
below: 
(i) Most of the researches conducted so far have covered only the 
problem of wastage and dropouts. Very few researches have been 
conducted on absenteeism, which is another aspect of the same 
phenomenon. 
(ii) India is an agriculture-dominated country. About 72% 
(2001 Census) of the total population resides in villages. The 
problem of illiteracy, wastage and stagnation are very severe in 
rural areas. Therefore, specific researches should be done on the 
problem of dropouts and wastage as well as on student 
absenteeism in rural areas. 
(iii) Most of the investigators have succeeded in studying the problem 
of dropouts and wastage in all the three zones western, northern, 
and southern. The eastern zone of the country has been neglected 
where this problem is most acute, e.g. in Eastern U.P, Bihar, the 
problem of illiteracy is very challenging. 
The present investigator feels that there are many gaps in the previous 
researches, which have not made thorough and analytical probe into the 
role of various factors responsible for student absenteeism. In fact, the 
student absenteeism is a more serious problem than other problems of 
elementally education. It is therefore necessary to carry out a study 
following a sounder methodological approach and by using more 
analytic and suitable tecliniques of data analysis. Hence, the investigator 
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proposed to carry out the present research. The precise statement of the 
problem is as follows: 
"A Study of Sliidenl-Ahsenteeism in the elementary schools of Eastern 
V' 1 ^ I.. - I • ,. _ _ , t i - . i - . i . ^; 
U.P. and its relation to socio-economic and familial factors. " 
2. 2 DEFINITIONS OF THE KEY TERMS USED 
Before conducting the actual investigation, it was considered necessary 
to explain the meaning and present interpretation of the ternis used by 
the investigator in the main title of the thesis. In view of this 
requirement, the investigator has attempted to provide operational 
definitions of all the variables and key concepts under study. The main 
title of the thesis involves five key ternis: Student-absenteeism, 
Elementary Schools, Eastern U.P., Socioeconomic Factors and Familial 
Factors. The operational definitions of these tenns are given below. 
Student-Absenteeism 
According to Concise Dictionary of Education, the terni 'student' means 
a person attending an educational program. The terni 'absenteeism' may 
be defined as the state of students or teachers not being present in 
school or college when studies are in session, and thus, recording of 
their absence. This is also a measure of student's degree of participation 
in the educative process. When a student is enrolled in the institution 
but does not attend classes regularly, he is said to remain absent. This 
phenomenon is known as 'student absenteeism'. The investigator has 
46 
used this very connotation of the tenn. When due to absence from class 
a student is marked absent in the roU-hst, he is said to be an absentee. 
Elementary Schools 
In Indian context, elementary education is defined as the period of 
education from class I to class VIII for the children of age group 6-14 
years. It is further divided into two sub-stages: 
(i) Lower primary stage, which includes classes I-V for children of 
the age group 6-11 years, 
(ii) Upper primary stage, which includes classes VI-VIII for children 
of the age group 11 - 14 years. Thus, elementary education 
comprises lower primary as well as upper primary education 
taken together, that is, classes I-VIII. 
Eastern U.P. 
The geographical location of Uttar Pradesh provides this state a special 
status among the Indian states. The following picture depicts this fact. 
Ruskin Bond has made the following remarks: 
uttar Prad«sh 1,' Azarngarh 
2 , V a r a n a s i 
3 , Ghazipur 
4 , Mirzapxir 
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"I had been to other countries-in Europe, Asia and the Middle East-but none of 
them had provided even half as much variety, or so much to see and experience 
and remember, as this one State in northern India. You can travel from one end 
of Australia to the other, but eveiywhere on that vast continent you will find 
that people dress in the same way, eat the same kind of food, listen to the same 
music. This colorless unifoimity is many other countries of the world, both 
East and West. But, Uttar Pradesh is a world in itself" -
Uttar Pradesh is the rainbow land where the multi-hued Indian Culture has 
blossomed from times immemorial. Blessed with a vaiiety of geographical land 
and many cultural diversities, Uttar Pradesh, has been the area of activity of 
historical heroes like- Rama Krishna, Buddha, Mahavira, Ashoka, Harsha, 
Akbar and Mahatma Gandhi, and rich and tranquil expanses of meadows, 
perennial rivers, dense forest and fertile soil of Uttar Pradesh have contributed 
numerous golden chapters to the annals of Indian History. Dotted with various 
holy shrines and pilgrim places, full of joyous festivals, it plays an important 
role in the politics, education, culture, industry, agriculture and tourism of 
India. 
Garlanded by the Ganga and Yamuna. The two pious rivers of Indian 
mythology, Uttar Pradesh is surrounded by Bihar in the East, Madhya Pradesh 
in the South, Rajasthan, Delhi, Himachal Pradesh and Haryana in the West and 
Uttaranchal in the north and Nepal touch the Northern borders of Uttar 
Pradesh, it assumes stiategic importance for Indian defense. Its area of 
2,36,286 sq kms lies between latitude of 24 degree and longitude of 77 degree 
to 84 deg East. Area wise it is the fourth largest State of India In sheer 
magnitude it is half of the area of France, three times of Portugal, four times of 
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Ireland, seven times of Switzerland, ten times of Belgium and a little bigger 
than England. 
Uttar Pradesh in one of the most ancient cradles of Indian culture, while it is 
tiiie that no Harappa and Mohan-Jodaro have been discovered in the State, the 
antiquities found in Banda (Bundelkhand ), Mirzapur and Merrut link its 
histoiy to early stone age and Harappan era. Chalk drawings or dark red 
drawings by primitive men are extensively found in the Vindhyan ranges of 
Mirzapur district. Utensils of that age have also been discovered in Atranji-
Khera, Kaushambi, Rajghat and Sonkh. Copper articles have been found in 
Kanpur, Unnao, Mirzapur, Mathura and some other districts. All these finds 
allude to a civilization prior to the advent of the Aryans in this State. It is most 
probable that snapped links between the Indus Valley and Vedic civilizations 
lie buried under the ruins of ancient sites found in this State. 
Several styles of architecture can be seen in Uttar Pradesh. There are buildings 
built in the Hindu Buddhist styles and Royal memorials and monuments of 
Indo-Islamic architectu Buildings constructed in Avadh and Sharqi styles of 
architecture are also remarkable. In the Jatakas and other ancient works, we 
find description of several such cities, palaces and forts, which were at 
sometime situated within the confines of Uttar Pradesh and of which there is 
not trance now. Almost the similar fate met the Stupas, etc., which were built 
by Shakya, Malla and other mlers in this State in 6th centuiy B.C. The famous 
Jain stupa whose mins have been found in Kankali Tila in Mathura was also 
built during this period. 
TABLE : 2.1 
Uttar Pradesh at a Glance 
Aiea 
Population (2001 Census) 
Male 
Female 
Decennial Growth Rate 
Female literacy 
Districts 
Cities 
Nagar Nigams 
Members of Vidhan Sabha 
Members of Vidhan Parishad 
Fruits 
Main Industries 
Main Folklores 
Main Rivers 
Main Folk Dances 
Tourist & Historical Places 
2,36,286 sq. km. 
16,60,52,859 
8,74,66,301 
7,85,86,558 
25.80 percent 
42.98 per cent 
70 
631 
11 
404 
100 
Mango, Guava 
Cement, Vegetable Oils, Textiles, Cotton 
yam. Sugar, Jute, Lock & Scissors, Carpet, 
Brassware, Glassware & Bangles 
Kajari, Chaiti, Alha, Puran Bhagat, Dhola 
Bhaitiihari, Birha, Rasiya 
Ganga, Yamuna, Gomti Ramganga & 
Ghaghara 
Pandav, Kanna, Charkula, Paidanda, Tharu, 
Dhobiya, Rai and Shera 
Samath (Varanasi), Piprahwa, Kaushambi, 
Shi"vasti, Kushinagar, Agra, Lucknow, 
Chitiakut, Jhansi and Merrut. 
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Socio-economic Factors 
The terni "socio-economic" status means the background or standing of 
one or more persons in the society on the basis both of social class and 
financial situation. There are certain factors associated with social and 
economic enviromnent of an individual that constantly influence the 
development of his / her personality. These factors have direct bearing 
on the learning processes, which are important ingredients of 
personality development. Such variables, which are external to the 
individual and are associated with the society and its economic 
conditions of which the individual is a member, can be ternied as socio-
economic variables. These variables are very large in number and 
hence, it is impossible to include them all in a single research study. 
The set of socio-economic variables that have been considered in the 
present study include socio-economic status, rural-urban location, type 
of schooling, medium of instruction and source of income of the family. 
Familial Factors 
The familial factors include, the variables, which are associated with the 
family and its enviromnent in which the individual is brought up. These 
variables have very significant impact on the development of the 
personality of the individual specially his learning aspects. It is also 
important to study the contribution of these variables to student -
absenteeism. This study includes only those variables, which are related 
to family backgi"Ound such as occupation, parent education, and home 
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environment. The investigator also treats school /institutional 
environment as a part of overall socio-economic enviromnent. 
2. 3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 
Every research study deals with the solution of some problem of human 
interest. That is why the researcher has a definite purpose in mind. 
He/she has certain specific aims / goals to achieve through his/her 
research work. Such specific goals or purposes of research are 
technically tenned as objectives. Every research work must have some 
'objectives' to achieve, without which no research can be conducted. 
The entire research process is guided by objectives, which have been 
explicitly and presently spelled out by the investigator in advance. The 
present study is aimed at achieving the following objectives: -
(i) To assess the extent of student-absenteeism at the elementary 
school stage in selected areas of Eastern UP. 
(ii) To study the impact of socio-economic factors on student-
absenteeism in the selected areas. 
(iii) To study the relationship between the student-absenteeism and 
factors related to family environment. 
(iv) To study the relationship between the student-absenteeism and 
institutional enviromnent. 
2.4 HYPOTHESES 
The basic nature of the present study is exploratory, and as such, 
nothing can be guessed about the possible findings. However, on the 
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basis of study of the related literature and personal experience the 
investigator fomiulated the following hypotheses to be tested through 
the present effort: 
i) The student participation in educative process, as measured by 
degree of student-absenteeism, is significantly less as compared 
to the total enrollment. 
ii) Socio-economic factors have a significant bearing on the 
phenomenon of student-absenteeism at elementary stage. 
iii) Factors related to family enviromnent have significant bearing on 
the phenomenon of student-absenteeism at elementary stage. 
iv) The factors related to institutional enviromnent have significant 
impact on student absenteeism at the elementary stage. 
2.5 DELIMITATIONS 
It is generally not possible in a single research study to cover every 
aspect of variables associated with the problem under investigation. 
Although, the problem is very natural and is prevalent everywhere, yet, 
due to paucity of time and resources, all the aspects variables could not 
be covered and the study is limited in several ways. It had to be 
delimited in tenns of population covered, sample selected; scope of 
variables studies, the scope of generalizability of its findings, and so on. 
The following are the delimitations of the study. 
(i) Due to shortage of time and resources the study was carried out 
only on students of elementai-y classes i.e. classes I-VIII. 
Although, problem of absenteeism is cominon to secondaiy and 
higher secondary classes also, yet the focus of the study has been 
on the elementary stage only. 
(ii) The sample was restricted to rural areas of Eastern U.P. only so as 
to make an in-depth study of the problem of absenteeism in rural 
schools. 
(iii) The phenomenon of absenteeism has been studied on in relation 
to selected socio-economic, and familial variables. The 
institutional variables were also considered as components of 
socioeconomic and familial variables. 
(iv) The scope of the study covers only a few districts of Eastern U.P. 
as the investigator felt that no study had been conducted in this 
area. Hence, the generalizability, of the findings would be limited 
accordingly. 
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Research is a systematic and objective attempt to provide answers to 
certain questions. The purpose of research is to discover and develop an 
organised body of knowledge and it is characterised by systematic, 
objective and logical procedures. It is systematic because it involves 
certain steps to be followed in a definite order. It is objective because 
the researcher tries to eliminate personal biases and makes every 
possible effort to ensure objectivity in the methods employed, data 
collected and conclusions drawn. The researcher develops an objective 
and scientific design for the smooth conduct of his research. He also 
makes a logical examination of the procedures employed in conducting 
his research work so that he might be able to check the validity of the 
conclusions drawn. Along with the significance, relevance and 
researchability of the problem selected for investigation, the 
methodology followed is also equally important for detennining the 
dependability, usefulness and generalizability of the findings. Inspite of 
appropriateness of the problem and tools selected, if the procedures and 
methodology are not up to the mark, it leads to misleading results. That 
is why this aspect of the study is considered to be very important. 
Thus, the success of a researcher lies in his choice of methodology to be 
used. Methodology includes all the plans, techniques and strategies 
followed in carrying out the research study. This chapter reports in 
detail the design of the present study including techniques of sample 
selection, development of research tools, and data collection and 
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analysis. The details of these aspects of the investigation are given in 
the following sections. 
3.1 POPULATION AND SAMPLE 
A population, in statistical tenns, may be defined as any identifiable and 
well specified group of individuals. A population may be finite or 
infinite. A finite population is one in which all the members can be 
easily counted. An infinite population is one whose size is unlimited 
and therefore, its members cannot be counted. Similarly, a population 
may be real or imaginary. A real population is one which actually exists 
and an imaginary population is one which exists only in the 
imagination. In psychological and educational research on many 
occasions the population is imaginary. Generally, it is not possible to 
study the entire population in a single research study. There are two 
reasons for this: -
(i) When the population is very Izirge, it is not possible to contact 
every individual unit for gathering information. 
(ii) It is,' wastage of time, energy and money to study the whole 
population when fairly dependable results can be obtained by 
studying a smaller portion of the population. 
It is generally believed that in almost, all practical situations a 
study of a relatively small part of the population, called sample, can do 
a satisfactory job. A sample is selected to represent the population 
according to some rule or plan. A good sample has two characteristics; 
(i) it should be sufficiently large in size; (ii) it should be a cross-section 
of the population. The second characteristic is also known as 
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"representativeness". These two characteristics are, however, not 
independent of each other. Practically the larger the size of a sample, 
the more representative it is. Thus, a sample is a smaller representation 
of the population. A statistical measure based upon a sample is known 
as 'statistic', while the corresponding measure based on the whole 
population is known as a 'parameter'. The major function of a statistical 
inquiry is to estimate parameters from the study of samples or 
'statistics'. 
To study the whole population is rather difficult and impracticable, A 
statistical process called sampling makes it possible to draw useful 
inferences or generalizations on the basis of careftil study of 
observations or manipulation of variables, within a relatively small 
proportion of the population. The process of sampling generally refers 
to the method of selecting a small part or specimen of a large universe 
of subjects, in order to study some quality or characteristic of the whole. 
So, sampling is one of the most fundamental aspects of the total 
methodology followed in a particular research study. It is an act of 
detennining how many elements in a population are to be sampled, and 
how they are to be selected. A single member of the population is 
referred to as a population unit or element. The statistical values, which 
refer to samples, are called 'statistics'. The statistical enquiry involves 
estimating "unknown parameters" on the basis of statistics obtained 
from a sample. This process is known statistical inference. (Best 1977). 
Since the present study was conducted on elementary schools, all the 
students studying in classes I-VIII in the schools of Eastern U.P. 
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constituted the population of the study. The age range of the members 
of the population was 6-14 years. This study was carried out in 
elementary schools of 5 districts of Eastern U.P. i.e., Azamgarh, 
Mirzapur, Ghazipur, Ballia & Varanasi. Keeping in view the 
administrative convenience, practical feasibility and other conditions, 
the investigator used the cluster sampling technique. When a larger 
sample is to be taken from the population, having many different sub-
divisions, we adopt cluster or area sampling. In cluster sampling the 
population is considered as a collection of groups or clusters, which are 
internally heterogenerous and randomly selected. A two stage cluster 
sampling technique was used. At the first stage, 30 schools were 
selected randomly from all the five districts; 7 from District Mirzapur, 7 
from District Ghazipur, 7 from District Balia, 2 from District Varanasi 
and 7 from District Azamgarh. At the second stage, classes (clusters of 
students) were selected randomly from these selected schools. Cluster 
samples are frequently taken in survey researches. The details of the 
samples selected for the present study are given in the adjoining table. 
To start with, a sample of 800 students of classes I-VIII was drawn from 
different elementary schools as mentioned above. Attendance records of 
these students available in the schools were examined to identify the 
absentees. Those children whose recorded attendance was less than 50% 
of total the school days were labelled as absentees. The students were 
selected on the basis of their attendance in the classes. Those children 
were included in the list of absentees whose class attendance was less 
than 50%. Later on, some of the cases were dropped because of non-
availability of adequate infonnation. Due to occasional absence of 
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students on the days of test administration, the number of cases was also 
reduced. So the fmal size of the student (absentees) sample was 350 
similarly. Similarly, since the teachers in the elementary schools in rural 
areas were very less i.e. only 2-3 teachers in one school, the number of 
teachers taken was 100 and that of parents was 75. The details of the 
sample are presented in the adjoining table. 
TABLE 3.1 
Details of the sample 
s. 
No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
Name of institution 
Primary School Kusha Chanwe Mirzapur 
Primary School Naroia Mirzapur 
Shri Bhuneshwari Kanya J. High School 
Behasra Mirzapur 
Islamia Primary School Vijaypur Mirzapur 
Kanya Pathshala Bihasra Mirzapur 
Primary School Hydel Colony, Jigna, Mirzapur 
Jr. High School Jigna, Mirzapur 
Primary School BARA (East) Jamania 
Ghazipur 
Kanya J. High School BARA Ghazipur 
Junior High School Galimer Ghazipur 
Kanya J. High School Galuner Ghazipur 
Primary School Birpur, Ghazipur 
Primary School Qutubpur, Ghazipur 
Jr. High School, Qutubpur. Ghazipur 
Kanya Primary Pathsala Beltlira Road Ballia 
No. of 
Student 
11 
11 
11 
12 
11 
11 
10 
10 
14 
12 
11 
12 
10 
12 
10 
No. of 
Teachers 
3 
3 
4 
3 
3 
3 
4 
3 
4 
4 
5 
o 
J 
4 
o J 
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16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
Jr. High School, Belthra Road, Ballia 
Junior High School Sonadih Ballia 
Primary School, Sonbarsa, Ballia 
Junior high School Bairia, Ballia 
Primary School, Raniganj, Ballia 
Primary School, Karmanpur, BaUia 
Kanya Pathshala Chakia Varanasi 
Junior High School Chakia Varanasi 
Primary School Hydel Colony Azamgarh 
Kisan Jr. High School, Hydel Colony, 
Azamgarh 
Junior High School Maraya Azamgarh. 
Primary School Sidhari, Azamgarh 
Junior High School Sidhari, Azamgarh 
Primary School Rampur, Azamgarh 
Primary School Raidupur Colony, Azamgarh 
Total 
10 
10 
12 
12 
12 
12 
10 
12 
12 
14 
14 
14 
14 
12 
12 
350 
4 
3 
4 
4 
2 
2 
4 
o J 
4 
3 
o 
J 
3 
-> 
100 
3. 2 RESEARCH TOOLS USED 
The utility of the results of any research work is very much dependent 
on the appropriateness of the variables studied and the tools used to 
assess them. The tools used should be valid and reliable as well as must 
suit the corresponding age and ability levels of the subjects involved in 
the research study. 
Since the present study involved the assessment of student absenteeism 
in the elementary schools of Eastern U.P. and establishment of its 
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relations with socio-economic and familial factors, data were gathered 
separately from students, teachers and parents. Keeping in view the 
aims and objectives of the study and the hypotheses to be tested, the 
investigator developed a School Absenteeism Assessment 
Questionnaire (SAAQ) having tliree different fonns as mentioned 
below: 
• School Absenteeism Assessment Questionnaire 
Forni I (For Students). 
• School Absenteeism Assessment Questionnaire 
Form II (For Teachers). 
• School Absenteeism Assessment Questiormaire 
Form III (For Parents). 
The SAAQ fonns were developed by the investigator herself. In order 
to obtain ideas about possible factors or variables associated with school 
absenteeism, the investigator held discussions with teachers of 
elementary schools, interviewed some parents and obtained written 
statements about the possible causes of school absenteeism from a small 
group of elementary schools children. These statements and the ideas 
provided by teachers and parents proved to be very useftil in identifying 
the possible factors responsible for school absenteeism and categorizing 
them into major areas such as socio-economic factors, factors related to 
institutional enviromnent, and factors related home enviromnent etc. 
Firstly, the investigator listed the different aspects under which the 
questions were to be framed. For constructing the questionnaire for 
students, the investigator took into consideration the school 
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environment, home enviromnent, facilities provided, financial 
condition, relationship between parents and other family members etc. 
Then, she wrote items on each and every aspect. Similarly, while 
constructing questionnaire for teachers, different aspects such as school 
enviromnent, home enviromnent, facilities provided in schools, 
behaviour of teachers, teaching methodology, extra curricular activities 
etc were kept in mind. For parents also some basic points were kept in 
mind such as - home enviromnents, financial condition and family 
background, before fi^aming the questionnaires. 
The initial draft of the statements/items in each form were thoroughly 
discussed with the supervisor and other experts in this field. This 
approach proved very helpful in designing the format of the 
questionnaire and obtaining new ideas. Accordingly, some statements 
were modified, some others were rejected and a few new ones were 
added in each fonn. This established the validity of the instrument. 
After this, the investigator decided that the open-end type of 
questionnaire should be used keeping in view the nature of the samples 
used. The questionnaire (3-fonns) was administered twice, with a time 
gap of two months to a small groups of students, teachers and parents 
respectively. By using test-retest method and product moment co-
relation co-efficient, the reliability co-efficient were determined. The 
following results were obtained: 
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TABLE :3.2 
School Absenteeism Assessment Questionnaire Forms 
SAAQ Form 
(Students) - I 
(Teachers) - II 
(Parents) - III 
Number of Cases 
40 
25 
20 
Reliability co-efficient 
0.73 
0.84 
0.77 
After completing these procedures, the final fornis of the SSAQ were 
printed. These were later on administered to the selected samples of 
students, teachers and parents respectively copies of the questionnaires 
are appended at the end of this report. 
3 .3 DATA COLLECTION 
Since the tools were constructed by the investigator herself, there was 
no need of assistants as far as their administration was concerned. So, 
the investigator decided to visit the schools herself for data collection. 
The basic requirement of the study was that the questioimaire must be 
administered to those students who fi-equently remained absent. The 
investigator studied the attendance registers of various class carefully 
and identified those students whose regular attendance was less than 
50%. It was only to such students that the questionnaire was 
administered. The main aim was to find out the actual causes of student 
absenteeism in the elementary schools in the rural areas. After 
collecting data fi-om students, the researcher gathered infomiation fi-om 
teachers by administering questionnaire. Thereafter, the researcher 
visited the parents of some absentees for the same purpose. The 
investigator visited different elementary schools of Eastern U.P. To 
seek co-operation of principals and teachers of these schools, the 
investigator had received an introduction letter from her supervisor and 
chairman of Deptt. Of Education AM.U in which they had requested the 
concerned principals to co-operate in this task. Consequently, Principals 
and the teachers of the schools selected for data collection co-operated 
fully in the process of test administration. The entire data collection task 
was completed during the period from April 1998 to July 1999. 
3 .4 SCORING 
During administration of the test on students separate sheet was given 
along with questionnaire to each student. Then this answer sheets were 
collected separately. Since the scoring was done manually by the 
investigator and the questions were multiple choice, then investigator 
represented the responses in form of tally chartin tabular form. The 
responses in the tally chart were counted. Later on, these responses of 
the students were reproduced in the form of frequency and percentage. 
After the scoring, the data analysis was carried out by using Chi-Square 
test. For example. 
Distance of School from home-
Distance 
No. of students 
Percentage 
(^) 1km or 
less 
140 
40% 
i^sc) 1km 
to 3 km 
153 
43% 
(ar) 3 km 
or more 
57 
16.2% 
Total no. of 
student 
350 
100 
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Each item in the questionnaire had more than one options. The number 
of students faUing on each option was counted for each item separately 
and obtained resuhs were presented in the tabular fonn as given above. 
The above table is related to item I of the SAAQ - Fonn I. 
3. 5 ANALYSIS OF DATA 
After administration and scoring of the test booklets the next step was to 
analyse the infomiation so obtained. In this regard, investigator used 
relevant statistical techniques. This is one of the most crucial stages in 
research process because the choice of suitable statistical techniques 
depends on objectives of the study and nature of infomiation available 
with limited resources. The nature of raw data available after scoring of 
test booklets did not pennit the use of any complex statistical 
techniques for data analysis. Two kind of statistical techniques were 
used one for descriptive purposes and the other for inferential purposes. 
The frequencies and percentages were sufficient to describe the data 
completely. For drawing inferences chi-square test was used wherever 
necessary. Inferences were also drawn by using confidence intervals 
wherever possible and necessary. The statistical teclmiques used are 
describes as below:-
Chi-square test is applied for data analysis where frequencies are 
available. Chi-square is one of the most important non-parametric 
statistics. It is non-parametric statistic because it involves no 
assumption regarding the nonnalcy of distribution or homogeneity of 
the variances. The chi-square test is used when the data are expressed in 
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ternis of frequencies or proportions or percentages. The fonnula for 
calculating X is as follows-
X^ 
x^  
- E-
(fo-fe)' 
fe 
= Chi-square 
fo = obtained or observed frequency 
fe = expected frequency or theoretical frequency 
There are several uses of chi-square test: 
1. Chi-square may be used as a test of equal probability hypothesis. 
By equal probability hypothesis is meant the probability of 
having the frequency in all the given categories as equal. 
2. In testing the significance of the independence hypothesis. By 
independence hypothesis is meant that one variable is not affected 
by or related to another variable and hence, these two variables 
are independent. 
3. In testing a hypothesis regarding the nonnal-shape of a frequency 
distribution. It is referred to as goodness of fit. 
4. The fourth use of chi-square is in testing the significance of the 
phi-co-efficient, co-efficient of concordance and co-efficient of 
contingency in which we convert the respective values into chi-
square values. 
Since the data is expressed in temi of fiequency, Chi-square test is used 
for data analysis. 
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Standard error of Mean (O'n,) 
The need for the standard error can be understood well in the 
circumstances, when we examine those factors on which the reliability 
of statistics depends. Suppose we wish to measure the general ability of 
all the students of Agra. For this it is essential that we should test all the 
students of Agra. But it is very different and time consuming work. So, 
we have to be satisfied with a sample of these students. We have to 
select this sample randomly so that we may get a representative sample 
of the students. The reliability of our result depends on the degree of 
representiveness of our sample. The higher the degree of 
representiveness, the higher will be the reliability of results. It reveals 
the facts that the closeness of sample mean and population mean will 
make the results more reliable. 
If a random sample is given, then the representativeness of sample mean 
depends on two things: 1. Size of the sample (N). 2. The spread of score 
(a) around mean. In the words of H.M. Walker, The mean of a set of 
random samples of the same size fluctuate around the mean of the 
population in a nornial distribution for which the standard deviation 
iso-/V7V. 
The deviation of sample mean from the population mean is known as 
sampling error. Sampling error is not a mistake nor it occurs due to 
faulty procedures, but it occurs due to the selection of different 
individuals by chance. 
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According H.M. Walker, "The standard deviation of the samphng 
distribution of the means of all the random samples of a given size, 
which might be drawn from a given population is called the standard 
error of the mean." In the words of E.F. Lindquist, "The standard 
error of any statistics is the standard deviation of its sampling 
distribution. 
SEM or <Jm - cr/ylN (Standard error of mean) 
Where, a = Standard deviation of population 
N = Size of the sample 
The standard error of mean is affected by the magnitude of samples 
standard deviation and size of sample (N). According to Garrett - The 
SEM varies directly with the size of the sample S.D (or S) and inversely 
with size of N. As the sample S.D. cannot be manipulated hence by 
increasing the size of sample (N) the SEM can be reduced. 
Confidence Intervals for population mean 
The lesser is the probability of sample mean deviating from population 
mean, the higher will be dependability of sample mean. But, an obvious 
difficulty with probability statements of this sort, however, arises from 
our inability to say how far a sample mean should miss mean population 
before the expected deviation is to be judged as "large". The size of the 
range i.e. the sampling error allowable for a mean will always depend 
upon the purpose of the experiment, the standards of accuracy 
demanded, the Units of measurement employed and upon others factors. 
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Thus, the experimenter can never say with confidence that sample mean 
is a rehable index of population mean. He can only tell about the 
probability of possible variation. The best way to infer about the 
population mean is to provide such limits which will touch the 
population mean for a given degree of confidence. These limits are 
known as confidence intervals. ±3(j„, are such limits of sample means 
distribution within which almost all the means falls (99.73%). Because 
the population mean is unknown, thus we can infer about this parameter 
that it will be equal to some value falling between ±3am- If our interval 
is ±3ani and our mean falls on the highest limit of this interval then the 
|i = M -3 am and if it falls on the lowest limit then our mean will be |i = 
M+3am. 
Generally two confidence intervals are used. In a nonnal curve, 95% 
cases lies between ± 1.96 Om and 99% cases lie between ± 2.58 Om- If 
our interval is M ± 1.96 a^ then we base 95% confidence. In such cases 
95% times we are sure and 5% times wrong. For higher confidence we 
take M ± 2.58 a^ interval. In such cases we have 0.99 or 99% 
confidence. Confidence interval never gives an assurance that the value 
of population mean will lie in a given interval. As a matter of fact the 
probability, which is indicated for some interval is the degree of our 
faith that the population will be in a given interval. Thus, our faith that 
population mean will fall in a given interval is an important fact. 
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CHAPTER-4 
PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS & INTERPRETATION OF 
DATA 
The previous three chapters are devoted to the discussion of theoretical context 
of the problem under study, the review of relevant research literature on 
dropouts, wastage and stagnation and absenteeism, the definition of present 
research problem and the design of the study, including techniques of data 
collection and analysis. As mentioned in an earlier chapter, in view of the 
nature of the study the analysis of data was carried out by using simple 
statistical techniques such as frequencies, percentage and chi-square test. The 
nature of the variables involved and the objectives of the study demanded it. It 
is rightly said that the dependability and generalize-ability of the findings of a 
research study, to a large extent, are determined by the techniques used for 
analysis and interpretation of data. If data are not analyzed by using appropriate 
statistical techniques, the study is likely to lead to misleading findings. The 
investigator came across many studies, which provided contradictory findings 
because of defective design and inappropriate statistical tecliniques used in the 
data analysis. Thereafter, from the veiy begimiing the investigator has been 
veiy particular to see that relevant and precise statistical techniques are used to 
analyse and intei-pret data. The investigator canied out the computational work 
manually by using hand calculator. In the begimiing, the responses of the 
students, teachers and parents were aixanged and presented in tabular form. 
Thereafter, the chi-square technique was applied to examine the trend of 
responses to each item of the questionnaire. First of all, the responses were 
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represented in raw score form, and then, percentages were computed. After 
that, chi-square values were calculated. 
One of the important uses of statistical methods is to reduce a large body of 
quantitative information into a fewer meaningful and interpretable indices, 
commonly known as statistically averages. The original data collected by the 
investigator were in form of numbers, which were so large and scattered that no 
conclusions regarding their nature could be drawn. So, as a first step, it was 
considered worthwhile to summarize data in terms of fewer statistics that were 
easily understandable & interpretable. McNemar (1962) has rightly mentioned 
that the reduction of a batch of data to a few descriptive measures is a part of 
statistical analysis, which should lead to overall better comprehension of data. 
In the present study, two main descriptive measures have been used to 
summarize the raw data, namely, observed frequencies and percentages. These 
statistics were computed separately for students, teachers & parents for all the 
variables in the study, namely, socio-economic background, family size, home 
environment, parent's education, parent's income, occupation, teacher 
education, school environment, health of the student's etc. The summary 
statistics were separately presented for all the three sub samples of 350 
students, 100 teachers and 75 parents. The data were analyzed separately for the 
three sub-samples and the relationship among them was also studied. 
4.1 EXTENT OF STUDENT-ABSENTEEISM 
Before starting the data collection, the criterion for selecting the absentees was 
decided. So, the attendance record of at least three months for all the students of 
elementary classes in each school was examined and those students were 
identified whose attendance was less than 50%. In this way, twenty schools 
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from 5 districts, namely, Mirzapur, Ghazipur, Ballia, Varanasi and Azamgarh 
were taken, and out of these schools, 350 students were found to be absentees. 
Details of the student sample of students (absentees) is given in the following 
tables: 
TABLE-4.1 
Details of Absentees in the Samples 
SI. No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
Name of the School 
Primary School Kusha Chanwe Mirzapur 
Primary School Naroia Mirzapur 
Shri Bhuneshwari Kanya Junior High School 
Behasra, Mirzapur 
Islamia Primary School Vijaypur, Mirzapur 
Kanya Pathshala Bihasra, Mirzapur 
Primary School Hydel Colony, Jigna, Mirzapur 
Junior High School Jigna, Mirzapur 
Primary School BARA (East) Jamania, Ghazipur 
Kanya J. High School BARA Jamania, Ghazipur 
J. High School, Gahmer, Ghazipur 
Kanya J. High School, Gahmer, Ghazipur 
Primary School, Birapur, Ghazipur 
Primary School, Qutubpur, Ghazipur 
Junior High School, Qutubpur, Ghazipur 
Kanya Primary Pathshala, Belthra Road, Ballia 
Total 
number of 
students 
examined 
30 
25 
30 
24 
24 
24 
29 
25 
30 
30 
28 
26 
24 
30 
24 
No. of 
students 
classified as 
absentees. 
12 
12 
11 
12 
11 
11 
10 
10 
12 
12 
11 
12 
10 
12 
10 
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16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
Junior High School, Belthra Road, Ballia 
Junior High School, Sonadih, Ballia 
Primary School, Sonbarsa, Ballia 
Junior High School, Baria, Ballia 
Primary School, Raniganj, Ballia 
Primary Schol, Karmanpur, Ballia 
Kanya Pathshala Chakia, Varanasi 
Junior High School, Chakia, Varanasi 
Primary School, Hydel Colony, Azamgarh 
Kisan Junior High School, Hydel Colony, 
Azamgarh 
Junior High School, Maraya, Azamgarh 
Primary School Sidhari, Azamgarh 
Junior High School Sidhari, Azamgarh 
Primary School, Rampur, Azamgarh 
Primary School, Raidopur Colony, Azamgarh 
Total No. of Students 
Percentage 
30 
30 
25 
30 
24 
24 
22 
22 
26 
30 
30 
26 
30 
24 
24 
800 
100 
10 
10 
12 
12 
12 
12 
10 
12 
12 
14 
14 
14 
14 
12 
12 
350 
43.75 
In this way, 43.75% of the students were identified as absentees, who mostly 
remained absent from school. This leads to the conclusion that the overall 
extent /degree of absenteeism in Eastern U.P. is about 44% with a standard 
error of 1.745. In other words, it may be stated that the total participation rate at 
the elementary school stage in the area under study is about 56%. 
The 95% confidence interval for the percentage of absentees in the population 
of elementary school children is given by: 
43.75±1.745xl.96, 
that is. from 40.312 to 47.188. On the basis of this, it can be stated that the 
probability is .95 that the true percentage of absentees lies somewhere between 
40.312 and 47.188. 
In the same way, 99% confidence interval was computed as follows: 
43.75± 1.745x2.58. 
That is to say that probability is .99 that the true percentage of absentees in the 
population of elementary school children lies between 39.225 and 48.275. The 
over all situation indicates that incidence of absenteeism at elementary stage is 
about 44%, showing thereby that out of every 100 children enrolled at 
elementary school stage in the area under study, only 56 participate in the 
teaching learning process. 
4.3 CLASSIFICATION OF FACTORS 
The factors, which could potentially influence students' participation in 
education, were placed in three different categories as mentioned below: 
1. Factors related to socio economic status. 
2. Factors related to family environment. 
3. Factors related to institutional environm.ent. 
4.4 ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS' RESPONSES 
After data collection, the responses which were received, were analyzed by 
applying mainly two statistical techniques - percentages and chi-square test. 
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The analysis of students' responses is given below. The analysis has been 
presented in the tables with the serial numbers of the items given in the original 
questionnaire being maintained. The diagrams have also been given to 
represent data wherever necessary. 
4.4.1 Factors related to Socio-economic Status 
As the factors which are related to socio economic status and included in the 
questionnaire are: parents' occupation, education of parents, involvement of 
children in their family business/work and availability of books and stationery 
etc. 
TABLE 4.2 
Factors related to Socio-economic Status. 
Item No.* 
2. 
4. 
5. 
9. 
10. 
17. 
18. 
Factors 
Means of transportation 
Assistance to parents by students in their family work 
Visittoout of station 
Non availability of text books 
Non availability of stationery 
Provision of sufficient pocket money 
Capability of parents to pay tuition fees. 
* the serial numbers of items are as these are in the original questionnaire 
(see Appendices). 
Item No. 2: Item 2 of the questionnaire for the students enquired about the 
means of transportation used by students for going to school every day. The 
responses given by the students are as follows: 
Means of transportation 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
On foot 
316 
90.28 
By bicycle 
29 
8.28 
Other means 
5 
1.42 
75 
Means of Transportation 
29, (8.28° 
5, (1 42%) 
316, 
(90.28%) 
B On foot • By bicycle D Other means 
The table shows that a large majority of children - over 90% go to school on 
foot. Other means are available only to a small number of students e.g. less 
than 10%. When distance is large, going to school on foot becomes a tiresome 
exercise for children aged 6-14 years. Therefore, large distance of school along 
with lack of proper tiansportation facilities was found to be a major factor 
responsible for students' absenteeism. 
Item No. 4: In this item the investigator asked the students to indicate the 
assistance given by them to their parents in their household work. The pattern 
of responses given by students was as follows -
Assistance to parents by students 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Mostly 
159 
45.43 
Sometimes 
156 
44.57 
Never 
35 
10 
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Assistance to parents by stucf)%| 
156 
(44 57%) 
35 
(10 00%) 
159, 
(45 43%) 
GMostly •Sometimes DNever 
As indicated in the table, 159 students helped their parents in the household 
work mostly, 156 students helped their parents sometimes, and 35 students 
never helped their parents. This shows that about 90% students helped their 
parents in their household work. So, this may be one of the important factors 
responsible for the students absenteeism. 
Item No. 5: This item inquired the students to infonn about their outstation 
visits for household purpose. The responses of students to this item was given 
in the following table: 
Out of station visits 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Mostly 
195 
55.71 
Sometimes 
110 
31.42 
Never 
45 
12.85 
110, ^ 
(31 43%) 
Out of station visits 
45 
(12 86%) 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
n Mostly H Sometimes n Never 
^ ^ ^ (55 71%) 
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The table shows that a majority of students - 195 out of 350, used to go out of 
station for household work, 110 students used to go outside some times and 45 
reported that they never go to out of station for household work. This shows 
that out of station visit for household work was also an important factor for 
student absenteeism. This was reported by 87% of the students who are 
absentees. 
Item No. 9: In this item, the investigator inquired about the availability of 
textbooks. The responses of the students to this item was given in the following 
table: 
Availability of books 
Number of children 
Percentage of children 
Yes 
110 
31.42 
No 
240 
68.57 
Availability of books 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ M I I " 1 
240, J 
(68.57%) 
• Yes BNo 
110, 
r(31.43%) 
tfi^s. 
The above table denotes that only 110 students out of 350 had sufficient books 
available to them, and the remaining 240 students responded that all the books 
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are not available to them. This shows that non-availability of books may be a 
potential cause for student absenteeism. 
Item No. 10: In this item, the investigator enquired about the availability of 
stationery. The responses of the students to this item are given in the following 
table: 
Availability of stationeries 
Number of children 
Percentage of children 
Yes 
125 
35.71 
No 
225 
64.28 
Availability of stationeries 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ M g m ^ ^ c m i m r ^ 
(64.29%) ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B ^ H ^ B W ^ ^ ^ ^ 
IS Yes BNo 
125, 
^5.71%) 
The above table shows that only 125 students reported that needed stationery 
was available to them and 225 students responded in negative. This shows that 
non -availability sufficient stationeiy may be an obstacle causing student 
absenteeism. 
Item No. 17: Item 17 enquired about the provision of sufficient pocket money 
while going to school. The student responded in the following manner; 
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Provision of Sufficient Pocket money 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Yes 
77 
22 
No 
273 
78 
Provision of Sufficient Pocket IVIoney 
273, 
(78.00%) 
QYes I N o 
As indicated in the table 22% students reported that they got pocket money 
while going to school and 78% students reported that they did not get any 
pocket money. This shows that in rural areas most of the parents do hot provide 
pocket money to the children. 
Item No. 18: In this item the investigator asked the students about the 
capability of their parents to pay tuition fees. The students provided the 
following responses: 
Capability of Parents to pay tuition fees 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Yes 
241 
67.89 
No 
114 
32.11 
80 
Capability of parents to pay tuition 
fees 
• Yes • No 
The above table reveals, 241 students out of 350, reported that their parents are 
able to pay tuition fees, while the remaining 114 students told that their parents 
were unable to pay their tuition fees. In terms of percentage, it can be stated 
that the parents of about 69% of the students were able to pay the tuition fees of 
their children. Thus, we can say that for 31% of students non-payment of 
tuition fee was a serious cause for absenteeism. 
TABLE - 4.3 
Absenteeism and Socio-economic factors 
(Chi-square test) 
Item 
No. 
2. 
4. 
5. 
9. 
10. 
17. 
18. 
Factors/problems 
Means of transportation 
Assistance to parents by students 
Visit to out of station 
Non availability of text books 
Non availability of stationeiy 
Non Provision of sufficient pocket 
money 
Capability of parents to pay tuition fees. 
Chi-
square 
value 
505.22 
85.78 
96.99 
44.71 
28.56 
108.86 
46.15 
Level of 
significance 
O.Ol 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.0] N.S. 
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In the above table the factors mentioned are related to socio- economic 
conditions, which have a direct impact on the student absenteeism. The 
analysis shown in table 4.3 that all the chi-square value in respect of the listed 
factors are significant at .01 level. Out of these factors, the chi square value of 
means of transportation was obtained to be 505.22. This factor is considered as 
a potential cause of absenteeism because due to lack of proper convenience, the 
students get late in reaching the school. This leads to de-motivation of the 
students towards their study which results in remaining away of students from 
attending classes. Other factors are assistance to parents by students specially 
the girls, who remain engaged in domestic work and caring their younger 
brothers and sisters. The male students remain busy in helping their parents in 
farming and their home business. Due to lack of sufficient text books, 
stationary and pocket money the students remain away from attending the 
classes. 
4.4.2 Factors related to family environment 
Factor / variables which are related to family environment are listed in the table 
below: 
TABLE - 4.4 
Factors related to family environment 
Item No. 
3. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
19. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
Factors 
Ill-health of the student 
To look after the younger 
Place of study 
Duration of study at home 
Reaction of parents on being absent. 
Interest towards story books 
Priority to friends over study 
Interest in visiting different places 
Inclination / Interest towards music 
Reaction of students on being absent 
Inclination of the student toward study on provision of facilities 
Aim of life 
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Item No. 3: Item 3 enquired about the health of the students. The responses 
given by the students are given in the following table-
Illness 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Never 
19 
5.43 
Sometimes 
276 
78.86 
Mostly 
55 
15.71 
Illness 
55,(15.71%) 19,(5.43% 
276, (78.86) 
^ Never • Sometimes D Mostly 
The table shows that majority of students - 94% remain ill, mostly or 
sometimes. Only 5% students remain medically fit. This shows that illness may 
be a potential cause for student absenteeism. 
Item No. 6: Item 6 asked the students whether they look after their younger 
brother and sisters. The responses of students to this item are given in the 
following table: 
To look after youngsters 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Mostly 
104 
29.71 
Sometimes 
195 
55.72 
Never 
51 
14.57 
To look after youngsters 
51, 
(14 57%) 104 
195, 
(55 72%) 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 9 71 %) 
t 
B Mostly • Sometimes D Never 
As indicated in the table, 29.71% students mostly take care of youngsters, 
55.71% sometimes take care of their youngsters and 14.57% never take care of 
their youngsters. This shows that looking after the youngsters is a vital factor 
for student absenteeism. About 85% of respondents reported that they had to 
look after their siblings. 
Item No. 7: In this item the investigator asked the students about the place of 
study at home. The pattern of responses are given in the following table: 
Place of study/ Separate room 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Mostly 
80 
22.86 
Sometimes 
255 
72.85 
Never 
15 
4.29 
84 
Place of study / Separate Room 
255, 
(72.85%) 
80, 
"(22.86%) 
• Mostiy • Sometimes D Never 
As indicated in the table, 80 students indicated that they have separate study 
room, 225 students reported that they study in their bedroom and 15 told that 
there was no separate place of study. This shows that lack of proper facilities 
for study was an important factor for remaining student absent from school. 
Item No. 8: In this it the investigator asked the students about the duration of 
time for study spared at home. The pattern of the responses given by the 
student are as follows 
Duration of 
students 
No. of students 
Percentage of 
students 
No time 
(not interested) 
119 
34 
Ihr 
39 
10.57 
2hrs 
23 
6.57 
No time 
(paucity of 
time) 
169 
48.28 
85 
Duration of study at home 
48% 
34% 
0] No time (not interested) • i hr 
D 2hrs • No time (paucity of time) 
As indicted in the table, 119 students reported that since they are not interested 
in study so they do not spare any time, 39 said that they spare 1 hour, 23 told 
that the spare two hours, and 169 students told that due to shortage of time they 
do not study at home. 
Item No. 19: In this item the investigator asked the students about the reaction 
of their parents on their not attending the class. The pattern of the responses 
given by the students is as follows: 
Reaction of parents 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Ask reason 
33 
9.19 
Punish 
69 
19.22 
Scold 
67 
18.66 
No reaction 
190 
52.92 
86 
Reaction of parents 
190, 
(5292%) 
67, 
(1866%) 
I Ask reason • Punish D Scold D No reaction 
As indicated in the table, 34 students out of 350 reported that their parents ask 
the reason for not going to school, 69 students said that their parents punished 
them, 67 students told that their parents scold them and 190 students told that 
parents show no reaction on not going to school. Thus, negligence of parents 
towards education of their children may be an important factor causing student 
absenteeism. Over 54% of parents remain indifferent to their children's school 
attendance. 
Item No. 29: In this item the investigator asked the students about their interest 
toward story-books. The responses of the students are given in the following 
table: 
Interest towards story books 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Yes 
320 
91.43 
No 
30 
8.57 
87 
Interest towards story books 
30, 
(8.57%) 
320, 
(91.43%) 
I Yes • No 
The above data represents that out of 350 students, 320 informed that they 
were very much interested in reading the story books, 30 informed in negative. 
This reveals that keen interest towards storybooks was also responsible for 
students absenteeism. Over 91% of absentees had interest in reading 
storybooks. 
Item No. 30: In this item, the investigator asked the students about their 
priority to friends' company over studies. The pattern of responses given by the 
students as follows: 
Priority to friends over study 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Yes 
215 
61.43 
No 
135 
38.57 
88 
Priority to friends over study 
135, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ • ^ ^ ^ g i ^ r t ^ H . 
EiYes HNo 
^ ^ ^ F 215, 
^ ^ ^ (61.43%) 
The above table shows those 215 students out of 350 showed their priority to 
friend's company over studies and 135 responded in negative. The result 
revealed that 38.57% students show priority to friends over study. Therefore, 
priority to friends over study was one the important factors responsible for 
student absenteeism. 
Item No. 31: In this item the investigator asked the student about their interest 
in visiting different places. The pattern of responses given by the students is as 
follows: 
Interest to visit different places. 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Yes 
215 
61.43 
No 
135 
38.57 
89 
Interest to visit different places 
135, 
(38.57%; 
215. 
(61.43%) 
[!]YeslNo 
As indicated in the table, 215 students responded that they are very much 
interested in visiting different places, 135 students responded that they had no 
interest in visiting different places. The above calculation shows that 61.42% 
students are very interested in visiting different places instead of study. 
Therefore, to visit different places mostly, is time wasting task and interest 
towards it was responsible for withdrawal of student from school. 
Item No. 32: In this item the investigator asked the student about their 
inclination towards music. The responses of students are as follows: 
Interest towards music Yes No 
Number of students 275 
Percentage of students 78 57 
75 
21 42 
90 
Interest towards music 
75, 
(21 - ^ s y o ) ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ — ^ ^ 
HYes HNo 
275, 
(78.57%) 
The above table shows that 275 students out of 350 conveyed positive 
responses towards music, 75 told that they have no interest towards music. This 
shows that 78.57% students are interested in music, which may be an important 
factor for student absenteeism. 
Item No. 33: In this item the investigator enquired the student about how they 
feel on being absent from the class. The pattern of responses given by the 
student is as follows: 
Reaction of student on being 
absent. 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Ashamed 
70 
20 
Regret 
63 
18 
Happy 
140 
40 
Satisfied 
77 
22 
91 
Reaction of student on being 
absent. 
77, 70, 
(?? nn%) <^^ 00%^ 
\<i. " " ^ ^ ^ f e , , ^ 
140, 
40.00%) 
63, 
(18.00%) 
HAshamed • Regret DHappy DSatisfied 
As indicated in the table, about 62% students feel happy and satisfied & 38% 
students feel ashamed or regret. This shows that 62% students feel happy & 
satisfied on not going to school. That's why it was one of the most potential 
reasons for student's absenteeism. 
Item No. 34; This item enquired about their inclination towards study on 
provision of facilities. The responses of students are given in the following 
table: 
Inclination towards study on provision of facilities 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Yes 
315 
90% 
No 
35 
10% 
92 
Inclination towards study on 
provision of facilities 
In this item, the investigator asked the student about their inclination towards 
their study on provision of facilities. The above table shows that 315 students 
were willing to study if they were given facilities, while 35% would not study 
even if facilities are provided. This shows that non-availability of facilities 
leads to student absenteeism. 
Item No. 35: In this item, the investigator asked the students about their aim of 
life in terms of professional choice. The responses of the students are as 
follows: 
Aim of life / Profession 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Doctor 
119 
34% 
Engineer 
23 
6.57% 
Teacher 
39 
11.14% 
Undecided 
169 
48.29% 
Aim of life / Profession 
169, 
(48.29%) 
39. 
(11.14%) 
119, 
kOO%) 
23, 
(6.57%) 
I Doctor • Engineer D Teacher D Undecided 
The above table shows that 119 students responded that their aim of life is to 
become Doctor 23 students wanted to become Engineer, 39 wanted to be 
teachers and 169 students responded that they have not yet decided about their 
future. This undecided situation leads to student absenteeism. About 50% of 
students had no specific goal before them. They did not wish to study 
aimlessly. 
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TABLE - 4.5 
Absenteeism and familial factors 
(Chi-Square test) 
Item 
No. 
3. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
19. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
Factors/problems 
Ill-health of the student 
To look after the younger 
Place of study 
Duration of study at home 
Reaction of parents on being absent. 
Interest towards story books 
Priority to friends over study 
Interest in visiting different places 
Inclination / Interest towards music 
Reaction of students on being absent 
Inclination of the student toward study 
on provision of facilities 
Aim of life 
Chi-square 
value 
331.97 
92.29 
264.14 
237.79 
162.72 
240.28 
18.28 
18.28 
114.28 
43.12 
224 
237.79 
Level of 
significance 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
The above table shows the factors related to family environment, which are 
responsible for student absenteeism. The analysis indicated in the table 4.5 
signifies that chi-square values in respect of the listed problems are significant 
at .01 level. The chi-square value in respect of the ill health of the students was 
found to be 331.97, which indicates that due to lack of proper balanced diet, 
medical facilities and irresponsibility of parents toward the health of their 
children are responsible for bad health of their wards. The other reasons are 
lack of conducive home environment and lack of proper extra curricular 
activities like games music and other recreation activities at school level. This 
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tempts the students to abstain from the class and try to fulfill their desires and 
interests by remaining away from their school. It was found that if the above 
facilities are provided to the students telling them about their future growth and 
vision, the students would show interest in attending classes. 
4.4.3 Factors related to institutional environment 
The variables, which are related to school environment are listed follows: 
TABLE - 4.6 
Factors related to institutional environment 
Item No. 
1. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
Factors 
Distance of school from home 
Student's interest in going to school 
Seating arrangement in classroom 
Participation in cultural programmes 
Behaviour of classmates 
Provision of playground 
Availability of sufficient sports facilities 
Suitability of teaching method of the teacher 
Punctuality of the teacher 
Behaviour of the teacher 
Methodology of the teacher 
Co- operation of the teacher in teaching, learning process. 
Corporal punishment given by the teacher 
Provision of mid-day meal in school 
Appropriateness of the language of the teacher 
Interest towards their text books 
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Item No. 1: Item 1 of the questionnaire for students asked the students to 
indicate the distance of their school from their home. The pattern of responses 
given by the student is as follows:-
Distance 
Number of student 
Percentage of student 
1 Km or less 
140 
40.00 
1 - 3 Km 
153 
43.71 
3 Km or more 
57 
16.29 
Distance 
57, 
(16.29%) 
^^^^^""^ l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f e s * ^ 
^b^^^M^H I^ ^ n^ 
(43.71%) 
1^ 1 Km or less H i -3Km • 3 Km ormore 
140, 
40.00%) 
The above data shows that out of 350 students 210 students informed that their 
school was 1 Km or more than one from their home and 140 students informed 
that their school was at a walking distance or within 1 Km from their home. So, 
this factor is significant and may be responsible for student absenteeism. For 
59% of the students/ absentees, the school was more than 1 Km. away from 
their home. 
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Item No. 11: This item enquired about the students interest in going to school. 
The pattern of responses given by the students is as follows: 
Interest in going to school 
Number of children 
Percentage of children 
Yes 
130 
37.14 
No 
220 
62.86 
Interest in going to school 
220, 
(62.86%) 
130, 
37.14%) 
EYes I N o 
As indicated in the table, 130 students gave positive responses towards going to 
school and 220 students say no. This indicates that lack of interest towards 
going to school was one of the most important factors for student absenteeism. 
About 63% of the absentees remained absent because they were not interested 
in going to school. 
Item No. 12: In this item the investigator asked the students to report about the 
seating facilities in the classroom. The responses of the students to this item are 
given in the following table: 
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Seating arrangement in classroom. 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Floor 
240 
68.57 
Benches 
104 
29.71 
Chairs 
06 
1.71 
Seating arrangement in 
classroom 
(1.71%) 
I Floor • Benches D Chairs 
240, 
(68.57%) 
The above table shows that majority of students i.e. 68.57% stated that they 
used to sit on floor, 29.71% students told that benches were provided in the 
classroom and only 1.71% students responded that chairs were available in 
their classroom. This leads to the conclusion that lack of proper seating 
facilities was also responsible for students' absenteeism. 
Item No. 13: In this item the investigator asked the students about the 
participation in cultural activities. The answers of the students to this item is 
given in the following table: 
Participation of students in cultural 
programs. 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Always 
136 
38.86 
Sometimes 
109 
31.14 
Never 
105 
30.00 
99 
Participation of students in 
cultural programs 
105, 
(30.00%) 136, 
38.86%) 
109, 
(31.14%) 
I Always •Sometimes D Never 
As indicated in the table, 136 students responded that they always participated 
in the cultural activities, 109 said that they sometimes participated and 105 
responded that they never participated in the cultural activities. This shows that 
participation in the cultural activities was not important factor for student 
absenteeism. 
Item No. 14: This item asked the students about their behaviour of classmates 
towards them. The responses of the students to this item are given in the 
following table: 
Behaviour of Classmates 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Good / Favourable 
182 
52 
Bad/Non-favourable 
168 
48 
100 
Behaviour of Classmates 
168, 
(48.00%) 
I Good / Favourable • Bad/Non-favourable 
The table reveals that 182 students reported that the behaviour of the 
classmates was favourable and 168 students responded against the behaviour of 
the classmates. This shows that behaviour of classmates was not responsible for 
student absenteeism. 
Item No. 15: This item asked the students about the facilities of playground in 
the school. The patterns of the replies given by the students are as follows: 
Facilities of Playground 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Yes 
192 
54.86 
No 
158 
45.14 
101 
Facilities of Playground 
(45.14%) ^ ^ H 
EBYes HNo 
^ | r i H 192, 
^ ^ ^ ^ (54.86%) 
As indicated in the table 192 students responded in favour of availability of 
playground and 158 respond in negative. This shows that facility of playground 
was not significant factor for student absenteeism. 
Item No. 16: In this item the investigator enquired the students about 
the availability of sufficient sports facilities. The responses of the students of 
this item are given in the following table: 
Availability of sufficient Sports Items. 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Yes 
113 
32.29 
No 
237 
67.71 
Availability of sufficient sports 
items 
113, 
32.29%) 
237 
(67.71%) 
DYes BNo 
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The above table shows, out of 350 students, 113 smdents conveyed that 
sufficient sports facilities are available in the school, while 237 students 
conveyed that sufficient facilities were not available in the school. Thus we can 
say that this factor was accountable for student's absenteeism. About 67% 
students felt that lack of sports facilities was an irritant. 
Item No. 20: This item enquired about the suitability of teaching work of the 
teacher. The responses of the students are as follows: 
Suitability of teaching work of 
teachers 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Always 
46 
13.14 
Sometimes 
134 
38.28 
Never 
170 
48.57 
Suitability of teaching work of 
teachers 
46, 
(13.14%) 
170, 
(48.57%) 
134, 
(38.29%) 
OAlways • Sometimes D Never 
The above table signifies that 13.14% of students conveyed that teaching work 
of the teachers is always suitable, 38.28% students told that sometimes their 
teaching work is good and 48.57% told that teaching is not up to the mark. 
Now, the above results show that 86.85% students are not satisfied with the 
102 
teaching work of teachers. Therefore, non-suitabiUty of teaching work of 
teacher was one of the important reasons for not attending school. 
Item No. 21: In this item the investigator asked the students about punctuahty 
of the teachers. The responses of the students are given as follows: 
Regularity of teachers 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Always 
90 
25.71 
Sometimes 
210 
60 
Never 
50 
14.29 
Regularity of teachers 
50, 90 
(14.29%) P^y ioM 
( 
210, 
60.00%) 
EBAIways •Somet imes DNever 
The above table shows that 90 students out of 350, told that teachers are 
punctual in their class, 210 told that sometimes they come in time and 50 
students told that teachers never came in time. Now the above calculation 
shows that about 74.28% students told that teachers are not regular. Therefore, 
it may be a vital factor for student's absence from school. 
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Item No. 22: This item investigated the students about the behaviour of the 
teachers. The responses of the students are given in the following table: 
Behaviour of teachers toward 
students. 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Always 
161 
46 
Sometimes 
180 
51.43 
Never 
09 
2.57 
Behaviour of teacher toward 
students 
180, 
(51.43%) 
161, 
(46.00%) 
ElAlways •Somet imes DNever 
As indicated in the table, 161 students out of 350, told that the teacher usually 
punished them, 180 told that they scold them and 9 told that they never scold 
them. The above calculation shows that about 97.42 students accept that the 
teacher usually punishes them. Therefore, unfavourable behaviour of the 
teacher was one of the most important factor for student absenteeism. 
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Item No. 23: Item 23 of the questiomiaire for students asked the students to 
inform about the appropriateness of teaching method. The answer of the 
students are given as follows: 
Appropriateness of teaching method 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Yes 
92 
26.29 
No 
258 
73.71 
Appropriateness of 
teaching method 
258, 
(73.71%) 
92, 
(26.29%) 
OYes H N O 
The above data shows that out of 350 students 92 students responded that 
teaching methodology was appropriate and 258 informed that methodology 
was not appropriate. Non-suitability of teaching methodology may be ery 
potential factor for student absenteeism. 
Item No. 24: This item asked the students about co-operation of teacher in 
learning. The answers given by the students are indicated in following table: 
Co-operation by teacher in learning 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Always 
80 
22.85 
Sometimes 
192 
54.86 
Never 
78 
22.29 
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Co-operation by teacher in 
78, learning go 
(22.29%) (22.86%) 
192, 
(54.86%) 
ElAtways •Sometimes DNever 
The above table reveals that 80 students out of 350 responded that teacher 
always co-operate them in their study, 192 told that sometimes the teachers co-
operate them and 78 told that the teachers never co-operate them in their study. 
The above calculation shows that about 77.13% student was responded that the 
teacher some times or never co-operates in their study. That's why it may be an 
important factor for remaining students away from school. 
Item No. 25: In this item, the investigator asked the students about the 
corporal punishment given by the teacher. The responses of the students are 
given as follows: 
Corporal punishment given by the 
teachers. 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Always 
207 
59.14 
Sometimes 
78 
22.29 
Never 
65 
18.57 
107 
Corporal punishment given 
by the teachers 
65, 
(18.57%) 
78, 
(22.29%) 
207. 
(59.14%) 
• Always •Somet imes DNever 
As indicated in the table 207 students out of 350 told that teachers usually give 
punishment to students, 78 told that some times, the teacher used to give 
punishment and 65 told that teacher never punishes them. The result reveals 
that about 81.42% students told that the teacher mostly or sometimes punished 
them. Due to fear of punishment the students remain away from school. 
Item No. 25: This item asked the student about the provision of mid-day meal 
in school. The pattern of responses given by the students is as follows: 
Provision of mid'day meal. 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Always 
35 
10 
Sometimes 
42 
12 
Never 
273 
78 
108 
Provision of mid-day meal. 
35 
(10.00%) 42 
273 
(78.00%) 
QAIways •Somet imes DNever 
(1Z.VU70) 
As indicated in the above, 35 students out of 350 told that they always get mid-
day meal, 42 told that sometimes they get mid-day meals and 273 students told 
that they never get mid-day meal. The above calculation shows that about 78% 
students told that they never get mid-day meal. As mid-day meal in an essential 
reinforcement for small children, lack of this reinforcement results in the 
withdrawal of student fonn school. 
Item No. 27: This item asked about the appropriateness of the language of the 
teachers. The responses given by the students are as follows. 
Language of the teacher. 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Always 
68 
19.43 
Sometimes 
192 
54.85 
Never 
90 
25.71 
109 
Language of the teachers 
90, 
(25.71%) 
68, 
(19.43%) 
192, 
(54.86%) 
EH Always • S o m e t i m e s n Never 
The table shows that 68 students out of 350 conveyed that language of the 
teacher is understandable, 192 told that sometimes it is understandable and 90 
told that language is not understandable. Now this shows 79.56% students are 
not satisfied with the language of the teachers. Therefore, inappropriateness of 
the language of the teachers was major factor of the student remaining away 
from school. 
Item No. 28: In this item, the investigator asked the students about their 
interest towards their textbooks. The responses of the students are as follows: 
Interest towards text-books. 
Number of students 
Percentage of students 
Yes 
213 
60.85 
No 
137 
39.14 
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interest towards text-books. 
137. 
(39.14%), 
213. 
(60.86%) 
• Yes HNo 
The above table shows that 213 students out of 350 conveyed positive 
responses towards textbooks, 137 told that they have no interest towards 
textbooks. This shows that 39.14 students show no interest towards textbooks. 
Therefore, interest towards textbook was an important factors for student 
absenteeism. 
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TABLE - 4.7 
Absenteeism and Institutional Factors 
Item 
No. 
1. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
Factors/problems 
Distance of school from home 
Student's interest in going to school 
Sitting arrangement in classroom 
Participation in cultural programmes in 
school 
Behaviour of classmates 
Provision of playground in school 
Availability of sufficient sports facilities 
Suitability of teaching work of the teacher 
Punctuality of the teacher 
Behaviour of the teacher 
Methodology of the teacher 
Co- operation of the teacher in learning 
Corporal punishment given by the teacher 
Provision of mid-day meal in school 
Appropriateness of the language of the 
teacher 
Interest towards their text books 
Chi-square 
value 
46.50 
23.14 
236.73 
4.85 
0.56 
3.30 
43.92 
69.74 
118.85 
150.59 
78.72 
72.98 
91.35 
314.45 
75.63 
16.50 
Level of 
significance 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
N.S. 
N.S. 
N.S. 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
The analysis presented in table 4.7denotes that the Chi-square values in respect 
of the listed problems are significant at .01 level. This indicates that lack of 
desire of students in going to school, seating arrangement in classroom, non-
availability of sports material, unpalatable teaching work of teacher, non-
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punctuality of the teacher, unfavourable behaviour of the teachers and 
unsuitable teaching methodology of the teacher, non-co-operation of the 
teacher in learning, non-provision of mid-day meal in school, inappropriateness 
of the language of teacher, dislike of the students toward text books are 
potential factors causing students absenteeism. Some of the students suffer due 
to long distance of school from home. It may be also a significant cause for 
student absenteeism. 
The above table indicates that the chi square value of seating arrangement in 
classroom is found to be 236.73. This reveals that due to inconvenient seating 
arrangement in the class, the students were not interested in the study. The 
other significant factor is non-provision of mid day meal in school. Besides, the 
factor related to teachers - like punctuality of teachers (x^ = 118.85) 
methodology {j} = 78.72) corporal punishment given by the teacher {y^ = 
91.35) in appropriateness of the language of the teachers are prominent 
variables responsible for student absenteeism. 
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4.5 ANALYSIS OF TEACHERS RESFO?^SES 
The responses of the teachers regarding student's absenteeism were analysed 
separately. The responses were categorised into three categories related to 
socio- economic status , familial factors and institutional environment. 
4.5.1 Factors Related To Socio -economic Status 
The factors which were related to the socio- economic status are listed in the 
table below: 
TABLE - 4.8 
Factors related to Socio-economic Status 
Item No. 
5. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
16. 
Factors 
Financial problem of students. 
Availability of textbooks. 
Availability of stationery. 
Capability of parents to pay tuition fees. 
Provision of scholarship to poor and needy students. 
Item No. 5; This item asked the teachers about the financial condition of the 
students. The pattern of responses given by the teachers is as follows: 
Financial problem 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Yes 
68 
68 
No 
32 
32 
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Financial problem 
32, 
(32.00%) 
68, 
(68.00%) 
• Yes HNo 
As indicated in the table out of 100, 68 teachers reported that the financial 
condition of the students are not good, 32 responded that their condition is 
good. This shows that financial problem was the important factor responsible 
for students absenteeism. 
Item No. 11: This question enquired the teachers about the availability of 
textbooks. The responses of teachers are given in the following table: 
Availability of text-books 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Yes 
25 
25 
No 
75 
75 
Av 
75, 
(75.00%) 
ailabi llty of text 
• Yes • No 
-books „^  
25, 
/ " (25.00%) 
115 
The above table shows that 25 teachers responded in positive for availability of 
text-books and 75 teachers responded in negative for availability of text-books. 
The result revealed that this was significant and it was very important factor for 
student absenteeism. 
Item No. 12: In this item, the investigator enquired about the availability of 
sufficient stationery. The pattern of responses are given in the following table: 
Availability of Stationery 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Yes 
31 
31 
No 
69 
69 
Availability of Stationery 
31. 
(31.00%) 
69, 
(69.00%) 
DYes HNo 
As indicated in the above table, 31 teachers told in favour of availability of 
stationeries and 69 teachers denied about the availability of stationeries. This 
shows that it was significant and this factor was responsible for student 
absenteeism. 
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Item No. 13: This item enquired about the capability of parents to pay tuition 
fees. The responses of the teachers are given in the following table: 
Capability of parents to pay fees. 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Yes 
75 
75 
No 
25 
25 
Capability of parents to pay fee 
25, 
(25.00%) 
a Yes BNo 
75, 
(75.00%) 
As indicated in the table, 75 teachers told that parents are able to pay tuition 
fees, 25 told that parents are not able to pay fees. Even this factor was 
significant at 01 but this factor may not be responsible for student absenteeism. 
Item No. 16: In this item the investigator probed the teachers about the 
financial assistance (Scholarship) given to weaker class students. The pattern of 
responses given by the teachers is as follows: 
Financial assistance 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Yes 
31 
31 
No 
69 
69 
17 
Financial assistance 
69, 
(69.00%) 
3 1 , 
(31.00%) 
DYes B N o 
As indicated in the above table, 31 teachers conveyed that students are given 
financial assistance or scholarship and 69 conveyed that scholarships are not 
given. The result reveals that 69% teachers responded that financial assistance 
are not given to weaker student6s, due to which students withdrawn from the 
school. 
TABLE - 4.9 
Absenteeism and socio-econoniic factors 
(Chi-Square test) 
Item 
No. 
5. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
16. 
Factors/problems 
Financial problem of the students 
Availability of text books 
Availability of stationeries 
Capability of parents to pay tuition fees 
Provision of scholarship to poor and 
needy students 
Chi-square 
value 
12.96 
25 
14.44 
25 
14.44 
Level of 
significance 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
N.S. 
0.01 
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The analysis presented in table 4.9 reveals that the Chi-square values in respect 
of the listed problems are significant at .01 level. Non-availability of textbooks 
and stationary, no arrangement of scholarship to needy students and economic 
problem of the student are potential factors causing absenteeism. The above 
table shows that due to lack of sufficient books and stationery, the students 
were not able to continue their education. There was no provision of 
scholarship for the needy students which de-motivated them from education . 
From the available data we can conclude that financial problem is one of the 
most potential factor for student absenteeism. 
4.5.2 Factors Related To Family Environment 
Factors which are related to family environments are - disinterest of parents 
towards education of their children, education of parents, disinterest of parents 
towards extra curricular and co curricular activities, engagement of the students 
specially the girls in domestic work etc. These factors are listed below : 
TABLE - 4.10 
Factors related to family environment 
Item 
No. 
4. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
29. 
Factors 
Opinion for the reason of student absenteeism. 
Engagement of children in domestic work. 
Disinterest of parents toward study. 
Parents not attending parents teacher meeting. 
Illiteracy of the parents. 
Guidance to the students in their study by their parents at home. 
To whom does parents hold responsible for the absenteeism of the 
children. 
1 1Q 
Item No. 4: This item asked the teachers to indicate the reason for student 
absenteeism in the class. The responses given by the teachers are as follows 
Reason for 
absenteeism 
Number of 
teachers 
Percentage of 
teachers 
Lack of interest in 
studies 
20 
20 
Financial 
problems 
15 
15 
Lack of 
parents 
interest 
23 
23 
More 
than one 
factor 
42 
42 
Reason for absenteeism 
20. 
^ ^ ^ ^ (90 00%) 
42. ^>^ t l l l i l ^ ^ 
(42.00%)/^  J g g K j j j j j j j j ^ B H j ^ 
I^^^BM^l^H^^^^H 15. 
^ " ^ ^ ^ • • ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ • j l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ (15.00%) 
•*^--^lI . li. (23.00%) 
ULack of Interest in studies 
• Financial problems 
• Lack of parents interest 
• More than one factor 
As indicated in the above table 20 teachers told that lack of students interest 
towards study, 15 reported financial problem as factor, 23 told lack of parents 
interest toward education and 42 responses that more than one factor are 
responsible for student absenteeism. Chi-square was calculated which was 
28.72 and was significant at 01 value. The above result revealed that lack of 
interest toward study of both parents and students and financial factor was 
potential factor responsible for student absenteeism. 
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Item No. 6: In this item the investigator asked the teachers to tell about the 
assistance/help given by the students to their parents at home. The responses of 
the parents are given in the following table: 
Assistance by the children 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Always 
55 
55 
Sometimes 
35 
35 
Never 
10 
10 
Assistance by the children 
10, 
(10.00%) 
35, 
(35.00%) 
55, 
(55.00%) 
DAiways BSomet imes DNever 
As indicated in the table, out of 100 teachers, 90 teachers told that about the 
students mostly or sometimes help their parents in their household work. 10 
teachers told that students never help their parents in household work. This 
shows that about 90% teachers responded that student's mostly helped to their 
parents' house hold work, which was responsible for students absenteeism. 
Item No. 7: This item asked the teachers about the interest of parents towards 
study. The pattern of responses given by the teachers is as follows: 
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Lack of interest of parents 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Yes 
75 
75 
No 
25 
25 
Lack of interest of parents 
25, 
(25.00%) 
D Yes • No 
75. 
(75.00%) 
As indicated in the table, 75 teachers told that parents are not interested in 
study of their children, 25 told that they are interested towards study of their 
children. This shows that lack of interest on the part of parents towards study of 
their children was an significant factor for students absenteeism. 
Item No. 8: This item asked the teachers about the parent interest in attending 
the parent-teacher meeting. The responses of the teachers are shows in the 
following table: 
Parents attending parent-teacher meeting 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Always 
10 
10 
Sometimes 
45 
45 
Never 
45 
45 
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Parents attending parent-teacher 
meeting 
^ 10, 
45, 
(10.00%) 
-k-.. -••^^.^^^^^^^^ 
(45.00%) f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ B 
^ H l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 45, 
D Always • Sometimes D Never 
(45.00%) 
The above table shows that 10 teachers told that parents always or regularly 
attend the parents meeting, 45 told that they sometimes attend parent meeting 
and 45 told that they never attend parents meeting. This shows that about 90% 
teachers told that parents were not interested toward studies and other extra 
curricular activities. Thus, lack of interest of parents for attending parents 
meeting was an important factor for student absenteeism. 
Item No. 9: This item asked the teachers about the education of the parents. 
The responses of the teachers are given below: 
Education of the parents 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Rarely 
68 
68 
Sufficient 
10 
10 
Mostly 
22 
22 
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Education of the parents 
22, 
(22.00%) 
10, 
(10.00%) 68, 
(68.00%) 
D Rarely • Sufficient DIVIostly 
The table show that 68 teachers told that very less or rare parents was educated, 
10 teachers told that sufficient parents was educated and 22 teachers told that 
mostly parents are educated. This shows that about 68 parents was not 
educated. Therefore, this was one of potential hindrance for student 
absenteeism. 
Item No. 10: In this item, the investigatqr asked the teachers about the co-
operation of parents in studies. The responses of the teachers are given in the 
following table: 
Co-operation of parents in study 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Always 
20 
20 
Sometimes 
38 
38 
Never 
42 
42 
124 
Co-operation of parents in study 
20, 
(20.00%) 
(42.00%)/^^ l ^ g ^ ^ — j ^ ^ 
(38.00%) 
D Always •Somet imes D Never 
As indicated in the table, 20 teachers told that parents always co-operate their 
children in study, 38 told that sometimes the parents co-operate and 42 told that 
parents never co-operate their children in studies. This shows that 80% teachers 
conveyed that parents sometimes or never co-operate their children in their 
studies. Thus, we can say that this was an important factor for students' 
absenteeism. 
Item No. 29: In this item, the investigator asked the teachers to whom the 
parents of the absentees blamed? The responses of the teachers are indicated in 
the following table: 
To whom parents blame for 
absentees 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Teacher 
40 
40 
School 
48 
48 
Student 
6 
6 
Curricular 
7 
7 
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To whom parents blame for 
absentees 
7, 
(7.00%) 
40, 
. (40.00%) 
48. 
(47.00%) 
DTeacher • S c h o o l D Student DCurr icular 
As indicated in the table, out of 100, 40 teachers responded that the parents of 
the absentees blamed teachers, 48 blamed students, 6 blamed school i.e. 
environment, facilities and 7 blamed curriculum. The result reveals that mostly 
parents blame teachers and schools for student's absenteeism. 
TABLE-4.11 
Absenteeism and Familial Factors 
Chi-Square Test 
Item 
No. 
4. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
29. 
Factors/problems 
Opinion for the reason of student 
absenteeism 
Engagement of children in domestic 
work 
Disinterest of parents toward study 
Parents not attending parents teacher 
meeting 
Illiteracy of the parents 
Guidance to the students in their study 
by their parents at home 
Whom does parent hold responsible for 
the absenteeism of the children 
Chi-square 
value 
22.16 
30.49 
25 
2^.49 
56.24 
8.33 
57.56 
Level of 
signiflcance 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.05 
0.01 
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The analysis shown in above table 4.11 signifies that the Chi-square values in 
respect of the listed problem are significant at .01 and .05 value/level. This 
means that involvement of children in domestic work, lack of desire of parents 
toward education of their children, non-participation of parents in parents-
teacher meeting, illiteracy of parents, lack of supervision to the students in their 
study by their parents at home are some of the important reason causing student 
absenteeism. This means that reason of student absenteeism and reaction of 
parents for the absenteeism of their children are potential factors. 
From the above data we can conclude that illiteracy of the parents is a root 
cause of student absenteeism. Since, the parents are not educated, they do not 
understand the importance of education and in results they engage their 
children in domestic works and farming. They never supervise and guide their 
children in studying. Besides this, they never attend parent teacher meeting or 
any function organized in the school. This results in lack of motivation of the 
students towards education and finally the students mostly remain absent from 
school. 
4.5.3 Factors related to institutional environments 
The factor which are related to institutional environments are seating 
arrangements in the class, provision of minimum basic amenities, provision 
attendance scholarship, organisation of extra curricuiar and co curricular 
activities, behaviour of principal, total number of class rooms, adequate 
teaching staff and system of examination etc. The factors are listed in the 
following table : 
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TABLE-4.12 
Factors related to Institutional Environment 
Item 
No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
14 
15. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
30. 
Factors 
Punctuality of the student in class 
Seating arrangement in the class 
Provision of minimum Basic requirement (Blackboard, Chalk and 
Dusters). 
Tuition fees of student of class I-V, 
Monthly tuition fees of the student of VI-VIII 
Provision of attendance scholarship 
Provision of daily attendance register 
Provision of play ground in school 
Organisation of sports events in school 
Distribution of prizes for sport events 
Organisation of cultural programme in school 
Participation of students in cultural program 
Behaviour of the principal 
Total no. of classrooms 
Provision of basic necessities in the school 
System of Examination 
Arrangement of annual inspection of School 
Adequate teaching staff 
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Item No.l: This item scrutinized the teachers about the punctuality of the 
students. The responses given by the teachers are as follows: 
Punctuality of students 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Yes 
22 
22 
No 
78 
78 
Punctuality of students 
22. 
(22.00%) 
78, 
(78.00%) 
DYes HNo 
The above table shows that out of 100 teachers, 22 teachers responded that 
students are punctual and come on time to school, 78 teachers responded that 
students does not come on time. This shows that 78% teachers responded that 
students are not punctual and regular. So this is one of the important factor for 
student absenteeism. 
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Item No.2: This item asked the teachers about the sitting arrangement in the 
class. The pattern of responses given by the teachers is as follows: 
Appropriate seating arrangement 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Yes 
37 
37 
No 
63 
63 
Appropriate seating arrangement 
63. 
(63.00%) 
37, 
(37.00%) 
DYes BNo 
As indicated in the table 37 teachers conveyed that there is sufficient sitting 
arrangement and 63 teachers conveyed that sitting arrangement in class is not 
proper and sufficient. This shows that sitting arrangement is an important factor 
for student absenteeism. 
Item No. 3: In this question, the investigator asked the teachers about the 
availability of minimum requirements in classroom. The answers given by the 
teacher are given in the follow up tables. 
Maximum necessities of class room 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Yes 
25 
25 
No 
75 
75 
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Maximum necessities of class room 
25, 
(25.00%) 
75, 
(75.00%) 
DYes HNo 
The above table shows that out of 100 teachers, 75 teachers give positive 
response for availability of all basic necessary requirements in class, 75 
responded in negative. This shows that shortage of basic requirements of the 
class was very important factor responsible for student absenteeism. 
Item No. 14: This item asked the teachers about the amount of tuition fees of 
class I - V. The responses of the teachers are given in the following table: 
Tuition fees of Class I - V 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Less than Rs.25/-
78 
78 
Rs.25 - 50/-
22 
22 
Tuition fees of Class I - V 
22, 
(22.00%) 
78, 
(78.00%) 
D Less than Rs.25/- • Rs.25 - 50/-
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As indicated in the above table, 78 teachers told that the amount of tuition fees 
for class I - V is less than Rs.25/- and 22 teachers told that tuition fees ranges 
between Rs.25 - 50/-. Although, this factor is significantly at .01, but was not 
very important factor for student absenteeism. 
Item No. 15: This item asked the teachers about the amount of tuition fees of 
class VI - VIII. The responses of the teachers are as follows: 
Tuition fees of Class VI - VIII 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Less than Rs.25/-
75 
75 
Rs.25 - 50/-
25 
25 
Tuition fees of Class VI - VIII 
25, 
( 2 5 . 0 0 % ) ^ 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 75, 
(75.00%) 
D Less than Rs.25/- • Rs.25 - 50/-
The above table shows that 75 teachers told that amount of tuition fees of Class 
VI - VIII is less than Rs. 25/-, 25 teachers told that amount of tuition fees of 
Class VI - VIII is between Rs. 25/- to 50/- . The above data shows that this 
factor is significant at .01 level but not vital factor responsible for student 
absenteeism. 
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Item No. 17: This question asked the teachers whether there is provision of 
attendance scholarship to regular students. The responses of the teachers are 
given in the following table: 
Provision of attendance scholarship 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Yes 
22 
22 
No 
78 
78 
Provision of attendance scholarship 
78, 
(78.00%) 
DYes HNo 
22. 
(22.00%) 
Fi'y'ntT-'rasaaPS^. 
As shown in the table out of 100 teachers, 22 told that there was provision of 
attendance scholarship and 78 denied with it. This shows that this factor was 
also responsible for student absenteeism. 
Item No. 18: This item asked the teachers about the maintenance of attendance 
register. The responses of the teachers are given in the following table: 
Maintenance of attendance register 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Yes 
88 
88 
No 
12 
12 
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Maintenance of attendance register 
12, 
(12.00%) 
88, 
(88.00%) 
DYes BNo 
This table shows that out of 100 teachers 88 told that attendance register is 
maintained 12 told that attendance register are not maintained. Although this 
factor was significant at .01 level, but was not responsible for student 
absenteeism. 
Item No. 19: In this question, the investigator asked the teacher about the 
provision of playground. The responses of teachers are as follows: 
Provision of playground 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Yes 
47 
47 
No 
53 
53 
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Provision of playground 
53, 
(53.00%) 
DYes I N o 
47, 
(47.00%) 
In the above table, 47 teachers told that there is playground in the school, 53 
told that there is no playground. Thus, we can say that provision of playground 
is not responsible for student absenteeism. 
Item No.20: This item asked the teachers about the organization of sports 
program in school. The responses of the teachers are given in the following 
table: 
Organisation of sports 
programme 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Always 
25 
25 
Sometimes 
55 
55 
Never 
20 
20 
Organisation of sports programme 
20, 
(20.00%) 25. (25.00%) 
55, 
(55.00%) 
D Always • Sometimes D Never 
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The above table shows that 25% teachers told that sports programmes are 
organized regularly in the school, 55 teachers conveyed that sometimes sports 
programmes are organized and 20 teachers told that sports programmes are 
never organized. The results reveal that about 75% teachers reported that sports 
programmes are seldom organized. In order to motivate the students, extra-
curricular activities should be organized. Due to lack of extra curricular 
activities, most of the children remain absent from school. 
Item No.21: This item asked the teachers about the prize distribution in sports 
to encourage students. The responses of the teachers are as follows: 
Prize distribution in sports 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Yes 
22 
22 
No 
78 
78 
Prize distribution In sports 
22, 
(22.00%) 
78, 
(78.00%) 
DYes I N o 
The above table shows that out of 100, 22 teachers responded in positive for 
prize distribution in sports to encourage the students, 78 teachers disagreed 
with it. This shows that this factor was very important for encouraging 
students. Due to lack of motivation students remain absent from attending 
classes. 
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IteinNo.22: In this item, tiie investigator asked the teachers about the 
organization of cultural programmes. The pattern of responses are given in the 
following table: 
Organization of cultural programmes. 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Always 
39 
39 
Sometimes 
44 
44 
Never 
17 
17 
Organisation of 
17. 
(17.00%) 
44. _ ^ 9 ^ | 
(44.00%) 
cultural programmes 
LTic,,-—r . ^ ^ j y , 
^ ^ ^^l f : i : fU-1^^39.00%) 
•^^l^p^^^J 
D Always • Sometimes D Never 
The above table shows that 39 teachers conveyed that students always 
participate in cultural programme, 44 told that sometimes they participate and 
17 told that they never participate in cultural programmes. This shows that 
mostly students are not motivated to participate in cultural programmes. 
Therefore, they remain absent from school. 
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Item No.23: In this item, tiie investigator asked the teachers about the 
participation of student in cuUural programme. The responses of the teachers 
are given in the following table: 
Participation of students in 
cultural programmes 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Always 
37 
37 
Sometimes 
52 
52 
Never 
11 
11 
Participation of students in cultural 
programmes 
11. 
(11.00%) 
52, 
(52.00%) 
37, 
37.00%) 
DAlways •Sometimes DNever 
The above table indicates that 37 teachers responded that students always 
participate in cultural programme, 52 told that sometimes they participate and 
11 told that they never participate in cultural programme. This shows that about 
63% teachers told that students either sometimes or never participated in the 
cultural programme. Due to lack of interest in participation in cultural 
programmes, students remain absent from classes. 
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Item No.24: This item enquired about the behaviour of principal. The 
responses of the teachers are given in the following table: 
Behaviour of principal 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Autocratic 
10 
10 
Democratic 
71 
71 
Permissive 
19 
19 
Behaviour of principal 
19. 10. 
(19.00%) (10.00%) 
71. 
(71.00%) 
D Autocratic • Democratic D Permissive 
As indicated in the table 10 teachers told that behaviour of principal is 
autocratic, 71 teachers told that behaviour of principal was democratic and 19 
told that they were of permissive nature. This shows that behaviour of principal 
was an important for maintaining discipline and law and order in the school. 
Item No.25: In this item, the investigator asked the teachers about the total 
number of classroom. The responses of the teachers are given in the following: 
Total number of class rooms 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Five 
61 
61 
Six 
22 
22 
Seven 
17 
17 
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Total number of class rooms 
17, 
(17.00%) 
(22.00%) ^ ^ ^ B 
•JW*- J 
^ H H ^ ^ ^ ^ F 61, 
W^^K^^^^ (61.00%) 
DFive aSix D Seven 
As indicated in the table, 61 teachers told that there are five or less than five 
class rooms in their school, 22 told that 6 class rooms are there and 17 told that 
7 class rooms are present. This prove that class rooms was also important for 
creating conducive atmosphere for study. 
Item No.26: In this item, the examiner asked the teachers about the provision 
of minimum basic amenities. The responses of the teachers are indicated in the 
following table. 
Minimum basic amenities 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Yes 
25 
25 
No 
75 
75 
Minimum basic amenities 
25, 
(25.00%) 
^^^^^^|H^'-.- ' "^^ v^ 
75, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
(75.00%) 
DYes HNo 
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As shown in the above table, out of 100 teachers, 25 agreed with availability of 
all basic amenities, i.e.(drinking water, toilets, fans), 75 teachers disagreed with 
the availability of all basic amenities. This shows non-availability of basic 
requirements may be an important factor for student absenteeism. 
Item No.27: This item asked the teachers about the system of examination. 
The pattern of responses given by the teachers is as follows: 
System of examination 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Written 
22 
22 
Oral 
18 
18 
Both 
60 
60 
60, ^ 
(60.00%) 
System of examination 
22, 
(22.00%) 
D Written BOral DBoth 
" 18, 
(18.00%) 
The above table shows that 22 teachers conveyed that written examination was 
preferred in their school, 18 conveyed that oral examination was applicable and 
60 teachers told both type of examination i.e. written and oral examination 
were preferred. This shows that system of examination was also important for 
motivating the students towards study. 
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Item No.28: This item asked the teachers about the annual supervision of the 
school. The responses of the teachers are as follows: 
Annual supervision 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Yes 
81 
81 
No 
19 
19 
Annual supervision 
19, 
(19.00%) 
81, 
(81.00%) 
DYes aNo 
The table shows that out of 100, 81 teachers reported that annual supervision 
was conducted in the school, 19 told that annual supervision of the school was 
not conducted. This shows that annual supervision of the school should be done 
in order to improve the quality of education and school. 
Item No.30: This item asked the teachers about the fulfillment of teaching 
staff members. The responses of the teachers are shown in table: 
Required staff 
Number of teachers 
Percentage of teachers 
Yes 
36 
36 
No 
64 
64 
142 
64, 
(64.00%) 
Required staff 
36, 
(36.00%) 
DYes HNo 
As indicated in the table, out of 100 teachers 36 conveyed that required 
teaching staff is available, 64 told that required teaching staff is not available. 
The result reveals that due to lack of teaching staff, the functioning of the 
school was not properly performed and the main sufferer were the students. 
Therefore, this factor maybe one of the most responsible factor for student 
absenteeism. 
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TABLE-4.13 
Absenteeism and Institutional Factors 
Chi-Square test 
Item 
No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
14 
15. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
30. 
Factors/problems 
Punctuality of the student in class 
Seating arrangement in the class 
Provisiori of minimum Basic requirement 
(Blackboard, Chalk and Dusters). 
Tuition fees of student of class I-V, 
Monthly tuition fees of the student of VI-
VIII 
Provision of attendance scholarship 
Provision of daily attendance register 
Provision of play ground in school 
Organisation of sports events in school 
Distribution of prizes for sport events 
Organisation of cultural programme in 
school 
Non participation of students in cultural 
program 
Behaviour of the principal 
Total no. of classrooms 
Provision of basic necessities in the 
school 
System of Examination 
Arrangement of annual inspection of 
School 
Adequate teaching staff 
Chi-square 
value 
26.26 
38.44 
25.00 
31.38 
25 
31.36 
57.76 
0.36 
21.49 
31.36 
12.37 
65.06 
25.81 
34.82 
25 
32.24 
38.44 
7.84 
Level of 
signiflcance 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
N.S. 
N.S 
0.01 
N.S 
N.S 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
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The analysis presented in the above table 4.13 indicates that the Chi-square 
values in respect of the listed problem are significant at .01 level. This implies 
that irregularity of the students in the class, unfavourable seating arrangement 
in the class, lack of attendance scholarship, non arrangement of sports events 
and cultural program, no encouragement in the form of prizes, lack of 
interest/participation in different extra and co-curricular activities by students 
behaviour of principal, lack of appropriates clean room, loan availability of 
basic minimum necessities in school, defective examination system and lack of 
proper teaching staffs are latent factors for remaining the student away from 
school. The above data reveals that improper seating arrangement in the class, 
non participation of the student in cultural program (x2 =65.06), non- provision 
of basic amenities in the school (x2 =25), and improper annual inspection of 
the school (x2 =38.44) are some of prominent factors. Since the seating 
arrangement is so poor that it does not motivate the students to attend the 
classes. The teachers are not of very enthusiastic nature to organize cultural 
programs, so the students remain away from the school and waste their time in 
playing , listening music etc. 
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4.6 ANALYSIS OF PARENTS' RESPONSES: 
After administration of the test on parents, the responses were analyzed. The 
factors were grouped into three categories as in the case of students and 
teachers. 
4.6.1 Factors related to socio- economic status. 
The variables, which were included in the category of socio- economic status, 
are mentioned in the following table: 
TABLE-4.14 
Factors Related To Socio - Economic Status 
Item 
No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
11. 
12. 
Factors 
Source of income 
Monthly income 
Whether both husband and wife are working 
Monthly investment on the education of one child 
Non-arrangement of proper and balanced diet to family members 
Illness of the children 
Item No.l: In item 1, the investigator asked the parents about the source of 
income. The responses given by the parents are as follows: 
Failure of the children 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Farming 
45 
60 
Business 
13 
17 
Service 
14 
18 
Any other 
3 
4 
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14, 
MR R7%\ 
13, " 
(17.33%) 
D Farming 
Source of income 
3, 
(4.00%) 
^^^^^^^^^^^^ i^T , . .. ^ '. ^k 
^ ^ ^ • • ^ ^ ^ ^ V 45, 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ (60.00%) 
• Business D Service DAny other 
In the above table, 45 parents told that their source of income was farming, 13 
told that their source of income was business, 14 told the source of income to 
be service and 3 of them have not any job. They were not able to give proper 
time to their children for study, not able to motivate or create interest towards 
study. Therefore, this was the most important factor for student absenteeism. 
Item No.2: This item asked the parents about their monthly income. The 
responses given by the parents are as follows: 
Monthly income 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Less than 
Rs. 1000/-
50 
66.67 
Rs. 1000 - 2000 
12 
16.00 
More than 
Rs.2000/-
13 
17.33 
147 
Monthly income 
13, 
(17.33%) 
12, 
(16.00%) 50. 
(66.67%) 
D Less than Rs. 1000/- • Rs. 1000 - 2000 DMore than Rs.2000/-
The above table shows that out of 75 parents, 50 told that their monthly 
income was less than Rs.lOOO/-, 12 parents told that their income was between 
1000-2000/- and 13 parents told that their income is more that Rs.2000/-. Now 
the calculated result reveals that about 82.66 parents told that their income was 
less than Rs.2000/ which was very less/ in sufficient for providing 3 times meal 
a day to their family. Therefore, financial problem was one of the important 
factor for withdrawal of children form school. 
Item No. 3: In this item, the investigator asked the parents whether both 
husband & wife are working member. The response of the parents are as 
follows:-
Working member 
No of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Both 
30 
40 
Only one 
43 
57.33 
Nobody 
2 
2.67 
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Working member 
43, 
(57.33%) 
30, 
(40.00%) 
D Both • Only one D Nobody 
The above table shows that out of 75 parents, 30 told that both parents are 
working member, 43 told that only one is working member and 2 parents told 
that nobody do/perform job. This shows that about 48% parents told that both 
members are working, it means the whole day the mother remains outside the 
home, the girl students has to see the household work and youngsters, which 
was one of the potential cause for student absenteeism. 
Item No.4: This item asked the parent to indicate the expenditure on the 
study of one child. The responses given by the parents are as follows:-
Expenditure on study 
No of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Less than Rs 50/-
45 
60 
Rs.50-100/-
22 
29.33 
More than 
Rs. 100/-
8 
10.67 
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Expenditure on study 
8, 
(10.67%) 
22, 
(29.33%) 45, 
(60.00%) 
D Less than Rs 50/- • Rs.50-100/- DMore than Rs. 100/-
As indicated in the table, out of 75 parents, 45 told that they invest less than 
Rs.50/- per child on education, 22 told that they invest Rs. 50-100 per child & 8 
parents informed that they spend more than Rs.lOO/- per child. The results 
reveal that about 60% of parents spend less than Rs. 50 on education & about 
30% parents spend Rs. 50-100 per child, which is a very small amount. So, this 
factor i. e - expenditure on education, was also an important factor responsible 
for withdrawal of students from school. 
Item No.ll: In this item, the investigator asked the parents about the 
provision of balanced diet to their children. The responses of the parents are 
given in the following table: 
Provision of balanced diet 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Always 
47 
62.67 
Sometimes 
15 
20 
Never 
13 
17.33 
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Provision of balance diet 
13, 
(17.33%) 
(20.00%) ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ 1 ^ ^ ^ 47, 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ (62.67%) 
DAlways •Sometimes DNever 
As indicated in the table 47, parents conveyed that they always provide 
balanced diet to their family; 15 conveyed that sometimes they are able to 
provide balanced diet and 13 told that they never provide balanced diet to their 
family. This shows that about 38% parents are able to provide balanced diet 
either sometimes or never. Due to unbalanced diet, the children remain ill or 
unfit and they remain absent from classes. Therefore, this may be an important 
factor for student absenteeism. 
Item No.l2: This item asked the parents about the illness of their ward. The 
answers of the parents are as follows: 
Illness of the child 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Always 
19 
25.33 
Sometimes 
45 
60 
Never 
11 
14.66 
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Iliness of the child 
11, 
(14.67%) 19, (25.33%) 
45. 
(60.00%) 
DAlways •Sometimes DNever 
The above table shows that 19 parents responded that their children mostly 
remained ill, 45 told that their children sometimes remains ill and 11 told that 
their wards never remains ill. The result revealed that 85.33% parents reported 
that their wards remained ill mostly or sometimes. Due to this factor, the 
children do not attend their classes regularly. 
TABLE-4.15 
Absenteeism and socio-economic factors 
Chi-Square test 
Item 
No. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
11. 
12. 
Factors/problems 
Source of income 
Monthly income 
Whether both husband and wife 
are working 
Monthly investment on the 
education of one child 
Non-arrangement of proper and 
balanced diet to their family 
member 
Illness of the children 
Chi-square 
value 
52.94 
37.52 
35.12 
28.28 
29.12 
25.28 
Level of 
significance 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
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The analysis presented in the above table 4.15 indicates that the Chi-square 
values in respect of the listed problems are significant at .01 levels. This means 
that source of income, monthly income, occupation of both husband and wife, 
expenditure on the education of their children, lack of balanced and nutrition 
diet, and sickness/ illness of the children are significant factors for students 
remaining away from school. Observing the chi square value of the above 
factors, we can conclude that means of income and the monthly income are 
prominent factors. Since the income is not enough to carry out the educational 
responsibly of all the children and due to financial problems parents are not 
able to provide the balance diet to their children, due to which the children 
mostly found to absent in the class. 
4.6.2 Factors related to family environment 
The factors, which are related to family environment, are - assistance of the 
children in domestic work and farming, existence of small-scale industries, 
cleanliness of the environment and the children and non-establishment of any 
government hospital in vicinity. These variables are shown in the following 
table: 
15: 
TABLE-4.16 
Factors related to family environment 
Item 
No. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
32. 
Factors 
Assistance of the children in house hold activities 
Existence of small cottage industry 
Existence of any hand craft industry 
Co-operation of the students in your business 
Duration of the assistance of students/children in household activities 
Assistance by child in farming 
Vaccination of Polio 
Vaccination ofT.B 
Vaccination of small pox 
cleanliness of the home environment/surrounding 
Cleanliness of the children themselves 
Establishment of any Govt, hospital in vicinity 
Reason behind failure of your children 
Item No.5: This item asked the parents about the assistance/help taken by 
child at home. The responses of the parents are as follows:-
Assistance to the parents 
No of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Always 
46 
61.33 
Sometimes 
21 
28 
never 
8 
10.66 
154 
Assistance to the parents 
8, 
(10.67%) 
(28.00%) ^ ^ ^ ^ P ! ^ | ^ 
1 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 46, 
W^^^^^^ (61.33%) 
• Dewey's •Sometime • never 
As indicated in the table 67 parents out of 75 told that they take assistance from 
their children in their household work & 8 parents dewy for taking help in their 
house hold work. The above result indicate that about 89.33% parents took 
assistance of their children in their house hold work and specially the girl are 
sufferer of this. Therefore, this factor was a major hindrance in the student 
absenteeism. 
Item No.6: In this item, the investigator scrutinized the parents about small 
cottages industry. The responses of the parents are as follows:-
Children busy in small cottage industry 
No of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Yes 
16 
21.33 
No 
59 
78.67 
155 
Children busy in small cottage industry 
16, 
(21.33%) 
59, 
(78.67%) 
DYes I N o 
The above table shows that out of 75 parents, 16 told that they have involved 
their children in small cottage industry and 59 told that they have no involved 
their children in cottage industry. This shows that child labour is still 
prominent/prevalent in rural areas, and therefore, it was the most significant 
factor for student absenteeism. 
Item No.7: This item asked the parents about the involvement of their 
children in handloom industry. The responses given by the parents are as 
follows:-
Involvement of Children in handloom industry 
No of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Yes 
24 
32 
No 
51 
68 
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Involvement of Children in handloom industry 
24, 
(32.00%) 
51, 
(68.00%) 
DYes HNo 
The above table shows that out of 75 parents, 24 told that their children were 
involved in child labour in handloom industry & 51 parents denied it. This 
shows that about 32% children remain involved in child labour, which was the 
most important cause for student absenteeism. 
Item No.8: This question asked the parents about the assistance of their 
children in their business. The responses given by the parents are as follows:-
Assistance by the children 
No of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Always 
23 
30.67 
Sometimes 
27 
36 
Never 
25 
33.33 
Assistance by the children 
25, 
(33.33% 
23, 
(30.67%) 
27, 
(36.00%) 
D Always • Sometimes D Never 
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As indicated in the table, out of 75 parents, 23 conveyed that children always 
helped in their business, 27 conveyed that they sometimes helped and 25 
conveyed that they never helped in their business. This shows that this factor 
was also responsible for student absenteeism. 
Item No.9: In this question the investigator asked the parents about the 
duration of time the children spend in their house hold work. The responses 
given by the parents are given in the following table:-
Duration of house hold work 
No of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Ihr . 
11 
14.67 
2hr. 
14 
18.67 
Whole day 
25 
33.33 
No time 
25 
33.33 
25, 
(33.33% 
Duration of house hold work 
11, 
(14.67%) 
14, 
(18.67%) 
25, 
(33.33%) 
D1 hr. • 2 hr. D Whole day D No time 
As indicated in the table out of 75 parents 11 told that their children work at 
home for Ihr, 14 told that their children work for 2 hr, 25 told that they work 
for whole day & 25 told they don't help in household work. This shows that 
duration of time spend in house hold work is also responsible for student 
absenteeism. 
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Item No. 10: This question asked the parents about the assistance given by 
children in farming. The responses given by the parents are as follows:-
Assistances in farming 
No of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Always 
39 
52 
Sometimes 
15 
20 
Never 
21 
28 
Assistance in farming 
21, 
(28.00%) 
15, 
(20.00%) 
39 
(52.00%) 
D Always • Sometimes D Never 
As indicated in the table about 39 parent told their children always helped in 
farming, 15 told that they sometimes help and 21 told that they never. This 
shows that helped given by the children to other parents in farming kills all 
time of study and was responsible factor for student absenteeism. 
Item No. 13: In this item, the investigator asked the parents about the 
vaccination of polio drop. The responses of the parents are given in the 
following table: 
Vaccination of Polio 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Yes 
53 
70.66 
No 
22 
29.33 
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Vaccination of polio 
22. 
(29.33% 
53, 
(70.67%) 
DYes HNo 
The table shows that 53 parents out of 75 told that their children had been 
vaccinated of polio drop and 22 told that they had not been vaccinated. The 
above data reveals that about 29.33 parents denied about the vaccination of 
polio drop to their children. Due to this the children suffer from polio - attack 
and remains absent. Therefore, this may an important factor for student 
absenteeism. 
Item No. 14: This item asked the parents about the vaccination of small pox. 
The pattern of responses are given in the following table: 
Vaccination of Small pox 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Yes 
56 
62.66 
No 
19 
37.33 
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Vaccination of small pox 
19, 
(25.33%) 
56, 
(74.67%) 
pYes INo 
The table shows that out of 75, 56 parents told that they have vaccinated their 
children for small pox and 19 denied it. This shows that this factor was not 
responsible for student absenteeism. 
15. In this item, the investigator asked the parents about the vaccination of 
tuberculosis. The pattern of responses given by the parents is as follows: 
Vaccination of T.B. 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Yes 
55 
73.33 
No 
20 
26.67 
20, 
(26.67%) 
Vaccination of T.B. 
DYes HNo 
55, 
(73.33%) 
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The above table shows that out of 75,55 parents responded that their children 
are vaccinated of tuberculosis, 20 denied it. This shows that 26.66 parents told 
that their children are not vaccinated. Due to this disease the children remain 
away from school. 
Item No. 16: In this item, the investigator asked the parents about the 
cleanliness of the surrounding. The pattern of the responses given by the 
parents is as follows: 
Cleanliness of the surrounding 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Yes 
56 
74.67 
No 
19 
25.33 
Cleanliness of the surrounding 
19, 
(25.33%) 
56, 
(74.67%) 
DYes HNo 
As indicated in the table, 56 parents out of 75, told that their surrounding 
remains clean, 19 told that there is no cleanliness in the surrounding. This 
shows that 25.33% parents disagreed with the cleanliness of the surrounding 
which leads to the spreading of diseases and ill hazard. Therefore, this factor 
may be a potential hindrance for student going to school. 
162 
Item No. 17: This question asked the parents about the cleanliness of their 
children. The responses of the parents are given in the following table: 
Cleanliness of children 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Yes 
56 
77.67 
No 
19 
25.33 
Cleanliness of children 
19. 
(25.33%) 
56, 
(74.67%) 
DYes HNo 
The above table shows that 56 parents out of 75, responded positively about the 
cleanliness of children, 19 responded negatively. The result reveals that about 
25.23% parents disagree about the cleanliness of their children. Due to lack of 
cleanliness of their children, different type of diseases and ill-hazard occurred, 
that's why the children remain absent from school. 
Item No.18: The question asked the parents about the presence of government 
hospital in vicinity. The responses of the parents are given in the following 
table: 
Government hospital in vicinity 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Yes 
21 
28 
No 
54 
72 
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Government hospital 
5 4 , ^ ^ ^ 
(72.00%) 
^ ^ ^ ^ 
DYes BNo 
in vicinity 
21, 
(28.00%) 
As indicated in the table, 21 parents told that there is a Government hospital in 
vicinity, 54 told that there is no Government hospital in vicinity. The above 
data shows that due to lack of Government hospital, proper medical facilities 
were not provided to the children, which leads to student absenteeism. 
Item No.32: In this item, the examiner asked the parents to tell the reason for 
failure of their children. The responses of the parents are given in the following 
table: 
Failure of the 
children 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Lack of 
interest of 
students 
27 
36 
frequently 
of teachers 
3 
4 
Disinterest of 
teaching 
25 
33.33 
Any other 
20 
26.67 
164 
Failure of the children 
20, 
(26.67%) 
25, 
(33.33%) 
27, 
(36.00%) 
3, 
(4.00%) 
n Lack of interest of students 
• frequently of teachers 
D Disinterest of teaching 
DAny other 
As indicated in the table, 27 parents conveyed lack of interest of students 
towards studies, 3 told that irregularity of teachers is responsible for students 
failure, 25 told that teachers are not interested in teaching and 20 told that there 
is some other factor for failure of children in their class. This shows that this 
factor i.e. fear of failure maybe the most potential cause for student 
absenteeism. 
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TABLE-4.17 
Absenteeism and familial factors 
Chi-Square test 
Item 
No. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
32. 
Factors/problems 
Assistance of the children in house hold 
activities 
Existence of small collage industry 
Existence of any hand craft industry 
Co-operation of the children in home 
business 
Duration of the assistance of students/ 
children in household activities 
Illness of the children 
Vaccination of Polio 
Vaccination of T.B 
Vaccination of small pox 
cleanliness of the home environment/ 
surrounding 
Cleanliness of the children themselves 
Establishment of any Govt, hospital in 
vicinity 
Reason behind failure of your children 
Chi-square 
value 
29.84 
24.64 
9.72 
0.32 
38.43 
25.28 
12.80 
16.32 
18.24 
18.24 
12.24 
12.24 
19.01 
Level of 
significance 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
N.S 
0.01 
0.01 
N.S. 
N.S. 
N.S. 
0.01 
N.S 
0.01 
0.01 
The analysis indicated in the above table 4.17 reveals that the Chi-square values 
in respect of the list problems are significant at .01. Some of the factors such as 
vaccination of Polio, Vaccinations of T.B., and Cleanliness of the children 
themselves are some factors, which are not significant and not responsible for 
student absenteeism. This reveals children failure in a particular class is a 
prominent factor causing student absenteeism. Out of the above factors, the 
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most significant factor is the irresponsible attitude of the government - untidy 
surrounding and non-establishment of any government hospital in vicinity. Due 
to un-cleanliness of the surrounding the children are attacked by different 
diseases due to which they remain ill. Due to lack of the hospital facility the 
children remains ill and remain absent from school. 
4.6.3 Factors related to institutional environment 
The factors, which are related to the school environments, are - behavior of the 
teachers, non-punctuality of the children, methodology of the teacher, non-
motivation of the children by the teacher etc. These factors are shown in the 
following table : 
TABLE-4.18 
Factors related to institutional environment 
Item No. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
Factors 
Non-punctuality of the children 
Non-suitability of the school timing for the children 
Suitability of the text book 
Availability of the stationeries 
Encouragement by the teachers to the student in study 
Participation in parents teacher meeting 
Attending the annual function 
Familiar with the school activities 
Capability of the teachers in teaching the students 
Behaviour of the teachers towards students 
Methodology of the teacher in teaching are up to the mark 
Capability of the teachers in maintaining discipline in the class 
Failure of the children in any class 
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Item No. 19: In this item, the investigator asked the parents about the 
punctuality of the children. The responses given by the parents are given in the 
following table: 
Punctuality of children 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Yes 
20 
26.67 
No 
55 
73.33 
Punctuality of children 
55, (73.33%) 
20, (26.67%) 
DYes HNo 
As indicated in the table, out of 75, 20 parents responded that their children are 
regular and punctual in class. 55 parents replied that children are not regular. 
The above data shows that due to irrelevance of course content, timing of 
school and other factors, most of the students remain irregular and absent from 
the school. 
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Item No.20: This item asked the parents about the appropriateness of school 
timing. The responses given by the parents are as follows: 
Appropriateness of school timing 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Yes 
25 
33.33 
No 
50 
66.67 
Appropriateness of school timing 
50, 
(66.67%) 
25, 
(33.33%) 
DYes BNo 
The above table signifies that out of 75, 25 parents responded positively for the 
suitability of school timing, 50 parents responded in negative, they told that 
school timing is not appropriate. This shows that 66.66% parents are not 
satisfied with the appropriateness of the school timing. Thus we can say that 
this factor was very significant and responsible for student absenteeism. 
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Item No. 21: In this item, the investigator asked the parents about suitability of 
text book. The pattern of responses given by the parents are given in the 
following table: 
Suitability of text books 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Yes 
17 
22.67 
No 
58 
77.33 
Suitability of text books 
58, 
(77.33%) 
DYes BNo 
17, 
(22.67%) 
As indicated in the table, out of 75, 17 parents agree with the standard and 
suitability of the textbooks. 58 parents are not satisfied with the suitability of 
textbooks. This shows that unsuitability of textbooks was a potential factor for 
student absenteeism. 
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Item No.22: This item asked the parents whether books are easily available or 
not. The responses of the parents are given in the table: 
Availability of text books 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Yes 
50 
66.33 
No 
25 
33.33 
Availability of text books 
50. 
(66.67%) 
DYes BNo 
The table shows that about 66.33% parents agreed with the suitability of text 
books. 33.33% parents disagree with the availability of text books. This shows 
33.33% parents suffer from non-availability of text books. The factor was not a 
significant factor responsible for student absenteeism. 
Item No.23: In this item, the investigator asked the parents whether children 
were motivated by their teachers. The pattern of answers given by the parents is 
as follows: 
Motivation of children by teachers 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Always 
17 
22.67 
Sometimes 
40 
53.33 
Never 
18 
24 
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Motivation of children by teachers 
18, 
(24.00%) 
17, 
(22.67%) 
40, 
(53.33%) 
DAlways •Sometimes DNever 
The table shows that 17 parents informed that teachers are able to motivate the 
students, 40 told that sometimes teachers motivate the students and 18 parents 
told that teachers are not able to motivate their ward. This shows that about 
77.33 parents informed that teachers are either sometimes or never able to 
motivate the students. Due to this, children remain absent from class. 
Item No.24: This item asked the parents whether they attend the parents 
meeting. The responses of the parents are given as follows: 
To attend parents meeting 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Always 
23 
30.67 
Sometimes 
35 
46.67 
Never 
17 
22.66 
To attend parents meeting 
17, 
(22.67%) 23, (30.67%) 
35, 
(46.66%) 
DAlways •Sometimes DNever 
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As shown in the above table, 23 parents told that they always attend parents 
meeting, 35 told that sometimes they attend the meeting and 17 told that they 
never attend parent meeting. This shows that 69.32% parents either sometimes 
or never attend parents meeting. They do not bother about the education of 
their children. Thus we can say that this factor up to some extent was also 
responsible for student absenteeism. 
Item No.25: This question asked the parents whether they attend annual 
function. The replies of the parents are given as follows: 
To attend annual function 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Always 
17 
22.67 
Sometimes 
35 
46.67 
Never 
23 
30.66 
To attend annual function 
23, 
(30.66%) 
17. 
(22.67%) 
35, 
(46.67%) 
a Always • Sometimes D Never 
As shown in the table, 17 parents told that they attend the annual function, 35 
told that they sometimes attend annual function and 23 told that they never 
attend annual function. This shows that 77.32% parents either sometimes or 
never attend annual function. Up to some extent this factor may be also 
responsible for student absenteeism. 
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Item No.26: This item asiced the parents, whether they are familiar with the 
school activities. The pattern of responses given by the parents is as follows: 
Familiar with school activities 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Always 
34 
45.33 
Sometimes 
27 
36 
Never 
14 
18.66 
Familiar with school activities 
14, 
(18.67%) 
27, 
(36.00%) 
34, 
(45.33%) 
DAlways •Sometimes DNever 
As indicated in the above table 34 parents told that they are familiar with 
school activities, 27 told that sometimes they are familiar and 14 told that they 
are never familiar with school activities. This shows about 54.66% parents told 
that they are either sometimes for never familiar with school activities. This 
factor may be responsible for school absenteeism. 
Item No.27: This item asked the parents about the capability of teachers to 
teach students. The responses given by the parents are given as follows: 
Capability of teacher to teach 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Yes 
20 
26.67 
No 
55 
73.33 
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Capability of teacher to teach 
55, 
(73.33%) 
20, 
(26.67%) 
DYes HNo 
The table shows that 20 parents told that teachers are capable to teach students 
properly and 55 parents told they are not satisfied with the teaching of teachers. 
This shows that incapability of teachers to teach was a potential factor for 
student absenteeism. 
Item No.28: This item asked the parent about the behaviour of teacher towards 
students. The responses given by the parents are given in the following table: 
Behaviour of teachers 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Yes 
18 
24 
No 
57 
76 
57, 
Behaviour of teachers 
(76.00%) 
DYes HNo 
18, 
(24.00%) 
_.,., ...JTr'^ v. 
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As indicated in tiie table, 18 parents out of 75 told the behaviour of teachers 
towards students are good, 57 told that behaviour is not good. This shows that 
76% parents are not satisfied with the behaviour of teachers towards students. 
Therefore, unfavourable behaviour of teachers towards students may be an 
important factor for student absenteeism. 
Item No.29: In this item, the investigator asked the parents about the 
appropriateness of the methodology of teachers. The pattern of responses given 
by the parents is as follows: 
Appropriateness of methodology 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Yes 
21 
28 
No 
54 
78 
Appropriateness methodology 
54, 
(72.00%) 
21, 
(28.00%) 
DYes HNo 
The table shows that 21 parents are satisfied with the methodology of teachers, 
54 parents are not satisfied with methodology of teachers. This shows that 78 
parents are not satisfied with the teaching methodology of teachers. Therefore, 
inappropriateness of teaching methodology of teachers may be responsible for 
withdrawal of students from school. 
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Item No.30: In this item, the investigator asked the parents about the 
discipHne of the children. The answers of the parents are given as follows: 
Discipline of Children 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
Yes 
25 
33.33 
No 
50 
66.67 
Duscipline of children 
50, 
(66.67%) 
DYes I N o 
25. 
33.33%) 
In the above table, 25 parents out of 75, told that the children are well 
disciplined, 50 told that they are not well disciplined. This shows that discipline 
of children was also responsible for student absenteeism. 
Item No.31: This question asked the parents whether their children have failed 
in any class. The responses of the parents are as follows: 
Failure of the children 
Number of parents 
Percentage of parents 
One time 
47 
82.46 
Two times 
1 
1.75 
L 
Never 
9 
15.79 
1 
177 
Failure of the children 
9, 
(15.79%)' 
1, 
(1.75%)> 
47, 
(82.46%) 
DOne time BTwo times D Never 
The above table shows that 27 parents told that their children failed one time, 
19 told that they failed 2 times and 29 responded that their ward never failed in 
any class. The result revealed that approx 85.32 parents told their children are 
failed, once or twice in their class. Due to this, children were withdrawal from 
class. 
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TABLE-4.19 
Absenteeism And Institutional Factor 
Chi-Square test 
Item 
No. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
Factors/problems 
Non-punctuality of the children 
Non-suitability of the school training for 
the children 
Suitability of the text book 
Availability of the stationeries 
Encouragement by the teachers to the 
student in study 
Participation in parents teacher meeting 
Attending the annual function 
Familiar with the school activities 
Capability of the teachers in teaching the 
students 
Behaviour of the teachers towards 
students 
Methodology of the teacher in teaching 
are up to the mark 
Capability of the teachers in maintaining 
discipline in the class 
Failure of the children in any class 
Chi-square 
value 
16.32 
8.32 
19.76 
8.32 
13.52 
6.72 
6.72 
8.24 
16.32 
20.28 
14.52 
20.82 
32.16 
Level of 
significance 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
N.S 
.01 
0.05 
0.05 
0.05 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
The analysis shows in table 4.19 indicates that the Chi-square values in respect 
of the listed problems are significant at .01 level. This implies that irregularity 
of the children, unfavourable/odd timing of school, non-suitability of the text 
books, non-obtainable of the stationeries, non-motivation of the students by the 
teachers in their study, non-participation in parents teacher meeting, non-
179 
attending the annual function, no interest in the school activities, mis-behaviour 
of teachers toward students, unfavourable teaching methodology of teacher, in 
ability of the teacher in maintaining discipline in the class and feline of the 
children in the same class are some of the prominent reason for withdrawal of 
children from school. Irresponsible attitude of the teachers either in teaching, 
maintaining discipline in the class or in punctuality, the students who consider 
the teachers as their role models and tried to imitate/copy them have a bad 
effect .Due to this the students remains absent from the school. 
4.7 DISCUSSION 
The result of data analysis given in the previous sections presents a clear 
picture of the role of socio-cultural and familiar variables as determinants of 
student absenteeism in the elementary schools. The attendance of the students 
of elementary schools have been found to have a higher degree of relationship 
with socio- economic background, parent education, family occupation, family 
income, teacher education, methodology of teachers. Then Chi- square test was 
applied to find out the most potential factor responsible for student 
absenteeism. The results of Chi-square test were also clear & significant. When 
the sample of the students were studied separately it was found that family 
income, parent education, interest of students towards studies, assistance in the 
household works, and health of the student act as potential predictors of 
students absenteeism. Out of these samples, girls students had higher degree of 
absenteeism due to involvement in the house hold work, lack of interest of their 
parents to educate their girl child. According to the students the main factors 
responsible for their absenteeism are family occupation, parent's education, 
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socio-economic conditions, inadequate teaching methodology of teacher's etc. 
According to teachers, parents' education, family income, lack of interest of 
parents & teachers towards education, etc are the important factors for student 
absenteeism. Similarly, according to parents, financial condition, health of the 
children, inadequate teaching methodology of the teacher etc. are responsible 
factors causing student absenteeism. The over all picture shows that family 
income, family occupation, & parent education, have been the most important 
determinants of absenteeism. These variables have generally shown positive 
relationships with the student absenteeism with a few exceptions. It is worth-
noting here that family income, family occupation, & parents' education are the 
three important factors associated with socio-economic status. This leads to the 
conclusion that socio- economic status has a significant bearing on the student 
absenteeism. 
181 
L^kaptey*-3 ip 
^mdinad and tkelr f 
^mp lie at I r LcaUond 
CHAPTER - 5 
FINDINGS AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS 
The previous four chapters deal with the detailed methodology of the present 
investigation including identification and definition of the problem, review of 
the previous researches in this field, including those related to student 
absenteeism, details of the tools used and the methodology of data collection 
and analysis. After the interpretation of data is completed, the investigator is 
led to certain important conclusions and inferences with the help of statistical 
tests. The present chapter provides a comprehensive list of findings that have 
emerged as a result of this investigation. The implications of these findings for 
theory and practices of education, and for further researches in this area have 
also been discussed. 
5.1 FINDINGS 
5.1.1 Student-Related Factors 
> The distance of school from home of a child is an important factor 
related to absenteeism. For 59% students, the distance of the school 
from home was reported to be more than 2 Km. So, for young kids, 
especially of primaiy classes, this distance is more than what is 
prescribed by the Govemment. A large number of students have to 
remain absent from school because they have no proper means of 
transportation and they have to walk on foot to reach the school. 
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> Health of the students is as important as education. About 94% students 
remain absent from school as they do not keep good health. Due to lack 
of knowledge and paucit>' of money, parents are unable to take proper 
care of the health of their children. They are unable to provide proper 
nutrition to their children. Due to ill health, 94% the students remain 
away from classes. 
> In most of the villages, farming is considered to be the principal 
occupation. Whenever needed, parents engage their male children in 
their occupation and female children in their household work. 85% 
children reported that they mostly look after their younger brothers and 
sisters. This compels them to remain absent from school for long 
duration. 
> Due to non-availability of books and stationery, school uniform etc. 
many students of poor families remain absent from school. 
> Unfavorable home environment is also responsible for students' 
absenteeism. Many students don't go to school because they can't 
complete homework due to lack of proper study room, etc. 
> Since most of the parents in rural areas are illiterate, they are unable to 
motivate their children to pursue their studies and attend school 
regularly. 
5.1.2 School-Related Factors 
> Un-attracted school building is an important factor for withdrawal of 
students from school. 
> Shortage of classrooms and poor seating arrangement is one of the 
important causes of student absenteeism. In most primary schools, there 
were only two classrooms and students of classes I - V, used to sit in 
these classrooms. 
> Most of them had to sit on floor, or on mat. Thus, classroom 
environment was not favorable to motivate the students towards their 
study. 
> In most of the schools only two teachers were available to teach all the 
students of classes I - V. The teachers could not give proper time to 
individual students, and that is why, the students did not feel motivated 
to their studies. 
> Shortage of trained teachers is an important factor, responsible for 
student absenteeism. There were many single-teacher or two-teacher 
schools. Untrained teachers could not motivate the students towards 
their study. Teaching methodology and language ability of the teachers 
were not up to the mark to encourage the students. 
> Attitude of most of the teachers towards students was also not favorable. 
They harassed the students either by scolding or by giving corporal 
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punishment, especially when students did not complete their homework 
or made some other mistake. 
> Lack of basic amenities i.e. toilet, drinking water facilities and 
electricity was also responsible for large-scale student absenteeism. 
> Lack of library facilities is also responsible for student absenteeism. 
Excepting their textbooks there was hardly any additional reading 
material available in school. This decreased their interest in studies. 
> School timings did not suit the requirement of the local community. At 
the daytime most of the children are supposed to help their parents in 
their daily work. 
5.1.3 Parents-Related Factors 
> In rural area, most of the parents are not conscious of the value of 
education. Since most of the parents are illiterate, they are unable to 
understand the importance of education, and fail to motivate their 
children to study. This leads to absenteeism. 
> Some of the parents who had educated their children had a very bad 
experience, related to employment. So, from the very beginning, they 
engaged their children in farming. This factor has been mentioned in 
Form 1 Students' related factors. 
> Lack of proper and balanced diet, either due to financial problem or 
illiteracy affects the health of child. That's why they remain absent from 
school. This factor has been discussed in Form 1. 
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> Negative and indifferent attitude of parents towards education for girls is 
a major factor contributing to absenteeism among girls. Parents are not 
interested in the education of their girls. They involve / engage them in 
doing household work and looking after their youngsters. This results in 
very less attendance of girls in the schools. It has been mentioned in 
student related factors also. 
5.2 IMPLICATIONS 
Although the investigator does not claim to have made an exhaustive study of 
the problem in question, yet it is emphasized that various aspects of the 
problem have been examined as extensively and deeply as possible. The 
findings of this study have some important implications for educational 
practices in general and curriculum plaiming, teaching methods and evaluation 
techniques in particular. The findings also have some implications for further 
research study. The detailed discussion of these implications follows: 
5.2.1 Implication for Education 
Some of the findings listed in the previous section are of extraordinary 
importance, which call for some immediate measures, to be taken for the 
improvement of education system. 
"^ The State Governments and Central Government have to play 
significant roles in improving the quality of education. For this purpose 
many hard decisions may have to be taken. There is a wide gap between 
standard of education in India and advanced countries. This gap is 
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widening rapidly. Some factors, which are responsible for degradation 
of the standard of educations are - unplanned and rapid expansion, 
scarcity of funds, apathy and tiaditionalism among teachers, poor 
infrastructure, academic malpractices, defective examination system 
and rampant corruption at all levels. There is urgent need to improve 
quality of education by improving physical infrastructure, quality of 
teachers etc. 
v^  As we all know that paucity of fund is an important factor contributing 
to poor quality and standard of education. It is very unfortunate that 
some of the institution of national importance consuming huge amount 
of public funds are showing very poor performance as measured in 
terms of quality students. Moreover, frequent grant cuts exercised by 
the Government adds fuel to the fire. While money is necessary 
condition for improving quality of education, it is not a sufficient one. 
More important things are commitment and competence of all those 
involved in the teaching learning process. There is an urgent need to 
update curriculum, to include elements, which produce real learning 
and creativity. 
^ As the buildings of most of the schools studied were found to be 
depleted or in poor condition. The State Governments should pay 
special attention towards school building and other facilities. The 
community leaders and social workers should come foiAvard to raise 
funds from person who want to serve the community and the school. 
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Improved school buildings will not only help increase the enrolment of 
children but also retain them by creating secure and healthy 
environment. 
v^  Seating arrangement should be improved so that students may feel easy 
and enjoy learning. 
^ Instead of giving corporal punislmient, teachers should tiy to 
understand the cause of indiscipline and disturbances and try to fmd out 
the real solution of the problem. Teacher should realize their 
responsibilities and develop a friendly atmosphere in the classroom. 
This will create a sense of security among the students. This will also 
help dropout rates. 
v^  Parent - teacher meetings should be organized at least quarterly. This 
will help in solving the problems related to students. 
^ Library facility is very essential for the development of reading habits, 
among students. By this habit a sense of curiosity, solving the problems 
by themselves is developed. 
For total development of students and their personalities, co-curricular 
activities are as important as curricular activities. School should have 
playgrounds along with the facilities for games and sports. 
>^  Similarly, cultural progranmies like debates, discussions, bait - baazi 
etc should be arranged. Guest speakers, doctors, engineers, scientists 
^ 
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etc. should be invited to provide elementary knowledge in different 
fields. 
•^ Educational tours, excursions, field trips, should be organized in 
schools. 
>^  As majority of the teachers are not trained and well qualified with the 
method of teaching. For such teachers, orientation programme as well 
as refresher courses should be organized for shorter as well as longer 
duration in summer and winter vocation. In-service programmes for 
teachers should be arranged. 
^ According to directive principle each and every children of age group 
6-14 years should be given elementary education free of cost. But a few 
schools charged high fees. Instead of charging fees from students they 
should seek grant-in-aid for their school from appropriate government 
agencies. 
v^  Within the overall school age population, the focus should be on girls, 
who account for two-thirds of target, and among adults the focus should 
be on women's literacy, which has a beneficial impact on children's 
literacy as well as other national objectives like population control and 
family welfare. In order to increase literacy rate among girls, there is a 
need to establish more and better schools for the girls as family do not 
want to send their daughters to a school, which is co-educational. 
Exclusive girls school may help to increase retention and increase in 
their emolment. 
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v^  A comprehensive package of incentives and support services for girls, 
SCs, STs and children of the economically weaker sections of society 
should be provided. Poverty is the most potential cause which forces the 
students to leave the school before the completion of a course. 
Scholarships should be given to students of weaker sections. 
^ Apart from financial assistance, best efforts are needed for the creation 
of curiosity, interest and motivation and to develop healthy and positive 
attitude towards education to the parents of the rural areas. For this, 
adult education programme may prove to be of great advantage to create 
desired sense of curiosity, interest and motivation among weaker 
sections. 
^ As teacher is considered as the builder of the personality of their 
students. Present study revealed that many teachers don't perform their 
duty properly. Instead of moulding the behavior and personality of 
students they used to insult students pass sarcastic comments / remarks 
which is totally unprofessional and should be avoided at all cost. 
•^ Teachers are expected to play a role of catalyst in polishing the 
personality of the students. Teachers should present themselves as a 
model for the students Thus teachers' training is essential for all 
elementary schools teacher to equip them with the knowledge of 
individual differences. 
^ The goal of the universalization of elementary education is still dream 
before the countiy despite tremendous increase in schools as well as 
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enrolment. Majority of students leave the school before completion of 
elementary education. This clearly indicated that our educational system 
is defective Govt, should plan such types of institution which can fulfill 
the needs and demand of students as well as parents of rural area. 
5.2.1 Implication for Research 
• As mentioned in previous chapter, the scope of the present study in 
limited to elementary levels only due to paucity of time and limited 
funds. Similar studies can be planned and conducted on secondary' and 
higher level also. By educating the entire citizen, only than the country 
can progress. 
• The areas, which have been taken for research purpose is very limited. 
Although the district taken is educationally, backward still studies 
should be conducted on other education backward areas like Bihar, 
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, etc. 
• The present research work has been done on rural areas only. The study 
should be extended to urban areas and comparison study should be done 
between the achievement of rural & urban area. 
• The study related to the comparison between boys and girls should be 
done. 
• More researches should be done in the tiibal, hilly and in accessible 
areas, as this problem is very much prevalent in those areas also. 
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School Absenteeism Assessment Questionnaire 
For students 
By 
Rasheeda Khatoon 
Research Scholar 
Education Department 
Aligarh Muslim University 
Aligarh. 
Name of the Student: -
Father's Name: -
Class: -
Name of the Institution: -
Place: -
Important instructions: - In this booklet, there are some questions, related to 
situations in your daily life. The aim of this questionnaire is to inquire in to the 
reasons for student absenteeism and to suggest solutions to prevent them'Dthis 
questionnaire is not related to school teaching. The information given by you will 
be used for research purpose only and it will be kept confidential. 
Therefore, please give your response freely and without any hesitation. 
This will go along way towards drawing correct conclusions and suggesting 
A 
desirable solutions. 
For each of the following questions some options are given. Encircle the correct 
response in each. 
Example-
Do you have to look after your younger brothers and sisters? 
((a) often (b) some3ime5 (c) never 
For Students 
(Related to Home Environment) 
1. What is the distance of the school from home? 
(a) 1 Km. Or less (b) 2-3 kms (c) 3 kms or more 
2. How do you go to school? 
(a) On foot (b) on bicycle (c) any other 
3. How often are you ill? 
(a) never (b) sometimes (c) mostly 
4. Do you help your parents in household work? 
(a) often (b) sometimes (c) never 
5. How often do you go out of town? 
(a) very often (b) sometimes (c) never 
6. Do you have to look after your younger brothers and sisters? 
(a) often (b) sometimes (c) never 
7. Which place is allotted for studies at home? 
(a) a separate room (b) the bed room (c) no fixed place 
8. How much time do you devote to study at home? 
(a) None (lack of interest) (b) 1 Hr (c) 2 hr. (d) there is paucity of time 
9. Do you have a sufficient number of books? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
10. Do you have sufficient stationery? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
(Related to School environment) 
11 .Are you interested in going to school? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
12. What is the seating arrangement in your class? 
(a) on the floor (b) on benches (c) chairs 
13. Do you participate in cultural activities? 
(a) often (b) sonnetimes (c) never 
14.JS the behavior of your classmates friendly? 
(a) Yes . (b)No 
15. Is there a playground in your school? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
16. Do you have sufficient sports facilities? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
17. Do you get enough pocket money? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
18. Are your parents able to pay your tuition fee? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
19. What is the reaction of your parents on your not attending the class? 
(a) they demand the reason s (b) they give punishments 
(c) they give a scolding^ (d) no reaction 
(Related to teachers) 
20. Do you like the way the teacher teaches you? 
(a) often (b) some3imes (c) never 
21 .Are teachers regular in taking class? 
(a) often (b) some3imes (c) never 
22. Do teachers scold you in class? 
(a) mostly (b) sometimes (c) never 
23. Is the teaching method of the teacher appropriate? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
24. Does the teacher assist you in the learning process? 
(a) often (b) sometimes (c) never 
25. Does the teacher punish you? 
(a) often (b) some3imes (c) never 
26. Do you have provision of mid - day meal in school? 
(a) often (b) sometimes (c) never 
27. Do you understand the language of the teacher in class? 
(a) often (b) sometimes (c) never 
28. Do you find your textbook interesting? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
29. Are you interested in story books? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
30. Do you give priority to friends over study? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
31. Are you interested in visiting different places? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
32. Are you interested in nnusic? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
33. How ^o you fee! on being absent from class? 
(a) ashamed (b) repentant (c) happy (d) satisfied 
34. Will you be interested in studies if all facilities related to studies are provide 
(a) Yes (b) No 
35. Which career do you want to take up? 
(a) Doctor (b) Engineer (c) Teacher (d) undecided 
School Absenteeism Assessment Questionnaire 
For teachers 
By 
Rasheeda Khatoon , 
Research Scholar 
Education Department 
Aligarh Muslim University 
Aligarh. 
Name of the teacher: -
Name of the Institution: -
Place: -
Important Instructions: - In this booklet, there are some questions, related to 
situations in your daily life. The aim of this questionnaire is to inquire in^Jo the 
reasons for student absenteeism and to suggest solutions to prevent them this 
questionnaire is not related to school teaching. The information given by you will 
be used for research purpose only and it will be kept confidential. 
Therefore, please give your response freely and without any hesitation. 
This will go along way towards drawing correct conclusions and suggesting 
desirable solutions. 
For each of the following questions some options are given. Encircle the correct 
response in each. 
Example-
What is the reason for student absenteeism in the class? 
(a) Lack of interest among students in studies. 
(b) Lack of books and stationery. 
(c) Financial problems. 
(d) Lack of interest among parents in studies. 
(e) More than one reason. 
School Absenteeson Assessment Questionnaire 
(For teachers) 
1. Are your students punctual in class? 
(a) often (b) somCtimes (c) never 
2. Have you sufficient seating arrangement in the class? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
3. Do you have the rninimum basic requirements in class (Black board, 
chalk, duster etc) 
(a) Yes (b) No 
4. What is the reason for student absenteeism in the class? 
(a) Lack of interest among students in studies. 
(b) Lack of books and stationery. 
(c) Financial problems. 
(d) Lack of interest among parents in studies. 
(e) More than one reason. 
5. Have the students any fincincial problems? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
6. Do the students assist their parents in houseTiold work? 
(a) often (b) somelimes (c) never 
7. Are parents interested in educating their wards? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
8. Do parents attend parent teacher meetings? 
(a) often . (b) sometimes (c) never 
9. Are parents educated? 
(a) rarely (b) in sufficient number (c) mostly 
10. Do parents help their wards in study? 
(a) often (b) somCtimes (c) never 
11. Do students have sufficient textbooks? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
12. Do students have sufficient stationery? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
13. Are parents capable of paying tuition fees? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
14. What Is the tuition fees of class I - V ? 
(a) Less than Rs. 25/-
(b) Rs. 25 - Rs. 50/-
(c) More than Rs. 50/-
15. What is the Tuition fees of class V-VIII ? 
(a) Less than Rs. 25/-
(b) Rs. 25 - Rs.50/-
(c) More than Rs. 50/-
16. Does the school provide financial assistance to poor students? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
17. Is there provision of attendance prize to regular students? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
18. Are attendance registers maintained daily? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
19. Do you have a playground in your school? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
20. Are sports activities organized in school? 
(a) often (b) som^imes (c) never 
21. Do you award prizes in sports to encourage student-participations? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
22. Are cultural programmes organized in your school? 
(a) often (b) somClimes (c) never 
23. Do students participate in cultural programmes? 
(a) often (b) sometimes (c) never 
24. What is the attitude of principal? 
(a) autatcratic (b) dem(^ratic (c) permissive 
25. How many classrooms are there in your school? 
(a) 5 (b)6 (c)7 (d) 8 
26. Is there Provision of minimum basic amenities (drinking water, toilets.fan 
etc) in school ? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
27. What is the System of examination? 
(a) written (b) oral (c) both 
28. Does inspection of the school take place annually? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
29. Whom do the parents of absentees blame? 
(a) teacher (b) school (c) curriculum (d) student 
30. Do you have sufficient teaching staff? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
School Absenteeism Assessment Questionnaire 
For parents 
By 
Rasheeda Khatoon 
Research Scholar 
Education Department 
Aligarh Muslim University 
Aligarh. 
Name of the Parent: 
Student's Name: -
Class: -
Place: -
Important Instructions: - In this booklet, there are some questions, related to 
situations in your daily life. The aim of this questionnaire is to inquire in to the 
reasons for student absenteeism and to suggest solutions to prevent them this 
questionnaire is not related to school teaching. The information given by you will 
be used for research purpose only and it will be kept confidential. 
Therefore, please give your response freely and without any hesitation. 
This will go along way towards drawing correct conclusions and suggesting 
desirable solutions. 
For each of the following questions some options are given. Encircle the correct 
response in each. 
Example-
How much do you spend on the education of one child per month? 
(a) Less than Rs. 50/-
(b) Rs. 50- Rs. 100/-
(c) More than Rs. 200/-
student Absenteeism Assessment Questionnaire 
(For parents) 
Financial problems 
1. What is the source of your inconne? 
(a) farming (b) business (c) service (d) any other 
2. What is your monthly income? 
(a) Less than Rs. 1000/-
(b)Rs. 1000-Rs. 2000/-
(c) More than Rs. 2000/-
3. Are both husband and wife working? 
(a) both (b) only one (c) nQt)ody 
4. How much do you spend on the education of one child per month? 
(a) Less than Rs. 50/-
(b) Rs. 50- Rs. 100/-
(c) More than Rs. 200/-
5. Do you demand your child's help for domestic work? 
(a) often (b) sometimes (c) never 
6. Is there any small-scale industry run by your family? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
7. Is there any handloom industry (carpet, Banarsi sari) run by your family? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
8 Does the child assist you in your business? 
(a) often (b) sometimes (c) never 
9. How many hours does the child devote to household work? 
(a) 1 hr. (b) 2 hrs. (c) Whole day (d) Nothing 
10. Does the child assist you on the farm? 
(a) often (b) some'3imes (c) never 
11. Aie you able to provide a balanced diet to your family members? 
(a) often (b) sometimes (c) never 
12. How frequently do your children fall ill? 
(a) often (b) some^times (c) never 
13. Have your child?6een vaccinated against Polio? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
14. Have your child been vaccinated against Small pox? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
15. Have your child been vaccinated against Tuberculosis? 
(a) Yfes (b) No 
16. Do you keep your surroundings clean? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
17. Do you see to your children's cleanliness? 
(a) Yes (b).N9 
18. Is there any Govt. Hospital in the vicinity? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
Related to School Environment 
19. Are the children punctual in attending school? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
20. Do the school timings suit you? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
21 .Are prescribed textbool<s appropriate for the children? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
22. Are textbooks easily available to the children? 
(a) Yes . (b) No 
23. Are the children motivated by the teachers? 
(a) often (b) som^imes (c) never 
24. Do you attend parents-teachers meetings? 
(a) often (b) sometimes (c) never 
25. Do you attend the school annual function? 
(a) often (b) somClimes (c) never 
26. Are you aware of the various school activities? 
(a) mostly (b) som^mes (c) never 
27. Are the teachers capable? 
i a ) Yes (b) No 
28. Is the behavior of teachers towards students desirable? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
29. Is the methodology employed by teachers appropriate? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
30. Do teachers maintaineBj^  proper student discipline? 
(a) Yes (b) No 
31. Has your child failed in apy class? 
(a) once (b) twice (c) never 
32. What is the reason for the faiture of your chiidren ? 
(^) Student's disinterest in study 
(b) Irregularity of teachers 
(c) Teacher's disinterest in teaching 
(d) Any other 
( ^W^^ % f ^ ) ^^f3^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ l ^ 
BPR ^  I^R 
PRIT an ? M 
^JW 
ft^ld^ ^ T^O 
^«JH 
fw^-^wtf % t J ?^ yvww^ 3^ 3^t?? wj^ f^ uiePT # 3jjwR«D ^ ^rnii¥ ^ 'rai eFM 
cCT ^^T^ fWo^ J^T^  % ;jqF[ ?^TRT t I %^^ snq^ UHMM ^ ^S!\-ms^ CPIT . ^ O T ^ ^ 
^ ^ 1 ^ 3p3[?i ^ qi^-srf^ a?t ^^7T^ ^R^ q ^ ^ ? 
( 2 ) 
(^) 1 f^.#. •qr ^J^ (^) 2 f%-^ - (n) 3 f%.^  ^ srfERT 
2- ^ ^ ^ f ^ ^JR^^^ ^ i t ? 
(a )^ ^ ^ " (^) ^ f ^ % (T ) 3FT •?T1ER 
3- L ^qi gT %IR ?lcJ i t ? 
(^) ^ # ^ (^) ^ - ^ (T) 3liy+d< 
4. ?^n ^ ' 3iq^ arf^ HTR^ % ^nqf if ^iiFrai ^ J # ^ t ? 
(^) WT: (^) ^ - ^ (T) ^ ^ 
5- ^wi ^ w % ^ % yH'*! '^ wi'. 31^ 'iN / ?n^ % ^ Fi^ T^Hi ^ s^ai t ? 
{^) ^ : (^) 3 r3 i t - ^ (T) ^ ^ ' 
7. '^  3}rq% TRH^  t^" 'isi^ ^ ^«iH ^ f ? 
{^) aRFi 3Fit %• (?5) ^ % gn?^ it (T) ^ * ^ 
8. 1 ^ Srfcll^ ^ % f ^ f^KHI W^ P l + I ^ i t ? 
(^) iT (^) ^ ' 
10- ^'n g j ^ T^O ^^g^ ^iR^ (^irit, ^ , ^P^d) ^ ^ t ? 
(^) I t (w) ^ 
( 3 ) 
11. ^ ^ ^ ^^ 5^iHi 3fEgi ^ w r a i t ? 
12. 3 » ^ F^9T ')' ^3^ ^  ^ ^ ^ f ^ t ? 
(^ ) ^ (^ ) ^ (T) f € 
13. ^qi ^ SR?! ^ ^ % m^^ «*>|45*>HT if f^ HJI ^ it ? 
(3?) IT (^) ^ - ^ (T) ^ ^ ' 
14. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^mqifeqf ^ IFHt ^W 3fE^ ^ZRIR TlcfT t ? 
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16. '^ir i»ii^ ^ ^ ^ ^# ' ^ p^frci ^ ^ 'ft^ t ? 
(^) ff (^) ^ ' 
17. ^ , ^ ' wir^ ^ ^ Praai t ? 
18. ^^ 1 ^ <«l»i»iw+ inftRJ ^ ^ ^ ^ wsm t ? 
(^•) iT (^) ^ • 
19. ^f^ % agqft^ra Tl^ ^ g ^ arf^ TTR^ ?^ff ^R^ t ? 
(^) 5^RW ^ t (^) p^5n ^ t (T) tfecT t (^) ft? ^ ' ^ ^ 
(3T) WT: (^) 3rs^-3^ (^) 37*ft ^ ' 
22- ^m ajc^n^r gj%' j^?[n ^ ' tfe^ t ? 
(^) Wf (^) 3 T ^ - 3 ^ (T) 3r^ ^ 
23- ^ ^ ^ ' vi^ t^ m* % ^  ^ S^ / f^tl3^ (MethodQlogy)^ra^ t ? 
( 4 ) 
24. ^ ^ ajeqiq^ g j ^ ^s^ i( j^^ Pfgi ^ t" ? 
25. ^^ ^ ' <nw4iM+ % R^T Pra^ ^ ^ p^rar t ? 
26. 5^!n ^ - ^ ^ iji -^pf^ i( t i ^ Prarart ? 
{^) WT: (^) ^ - ^ (T) ^ ^ ' 
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.28, ^m ^ arrit R^IS^T ^Wf> 3fE# p^i;5J t ? 
25- ^ ^Jii^ ^ f%cn%' 3 1 ^ ^pit t ? 
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(^) iT (^) ^ • 
35. w^ 1 ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^^nr ^^ mcT ?t ? 0^0^ 
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vJ<4l^ <»l : 
SIR 3jq^ ^ ^ ^ ^ qsi l ^ srf^ nim f W n ^ ^Rxf t ? 
(^) ¥ ^ 50/- % ^R (73) ^qir 50/- ^ 100/- (n) ^ ^ 100/-% 3 f i ^ 
( 6 ) 
( l^c#^ ^RFH ) 
(^) n^qtf 1000/- % ^ ^ (^) ^ ^ 1000/- % 2000/- (T) ^ ^ 2000/-% $ t e 
3- ^qi 3iiq ^ ^ - ^ +W+M1 t ? 
(37) ^ (^) %^^ ^^ ( T ) ^ ^ 
(^) ^q^ 50/- % ^ ^ (^) ^ ^ 50/- % 100/- (T) ¥ ^ 100/-% arUrs? 
5. ^qi 31N 3R^ ^ ^ " % ^  % F^Plt" >lf ^^ Wdl ^ t ? 
(^) Wl: (^) ^ 5 ^ - ^ (T) ^ ^ ' 
(^) iT (^) ^ ' 
7. P^n aiR^ Tiff f;^^ f^Rq ^gtii («|>|^ H ^ ^ ) ^ ^ i t ^ t ? 
8. p^n ^^T 'f ^ ^ 3nq^ «^wdi ^RCT t ? 
10- ^m wj^ ^ ^ # ^ i^ " anq^ <H^ Ndi ^^^ t ? 
(^) WT: (^) ^ - 3 ^ (T) ^ ^ " 
{ 7 ) 
^E^R^ (Healtii) 
\J.. ^ 3IN ani^  MR«<K ^ ' ^ ^F^f^ 31I5R 5RH ^ ^ f ? 
(^) WT: (^) ^ - ^ (T) ^ T ^ ^ ' 
13. q^r 3iN^ 3R^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^itM ^ €Nf5i wHpn t ? 
14- q^? anq^  ^ ^ ' ^ ^ .^ . ^ ;fi^ ^PRM t ? 
IS. '^n 3in?f 3R?r ^ ^ ' ^ ^-M* ^ ^Nn ^PRFII t ? 
(^) it (^) ^ 
16- '^n 31N 3RJr 3lRf-q^ ^ ^iq^ q^ C^ H ^ t 
(^) ?! (^) ^ 
17. ^pn 3IN 3iq?r ^ ^ ' ^ ^pinl q^ C I^R ^ t ? 
(^) ^ (^) ^ ' 
18. wn 3iN^ ^ % 3iRT-qra <^<t.iO sTFraRi t ? 
(^) ^ (^) ^^ 
19. '^H 3Iiq% ^ ixP% ^ ^ ^Jjq xji uficJ t ? 
(^) WT: (^) ^ ' 
20- ^qi ^f^ ^ ?^JW ^ ^ ' % %IT ;jf^ f ? 
( 8 ) 
21. wn W^ ^ W l ^RR? ^ ^ ^TR ^ f ? 
(^) ^ (W) ^ " 
22- ^ ^ ^^ ^ ^ 1 ^ ^^^^ >JM«!l*l i t 5^11'^  t ? 
(^) WT: (^) ^ - ^ (T) ^ ^ ^ ' 
24. ^ ^ 3fPT arf^TR^ W\l (Parents Meedng ) 'f dMR«ld ^ f ? 
25. -^^ aiN ^Ef^ % ^ t e ;3ra^ ^' ^ t ? 
(3?) WT: (^) ^5^-^r*?r (T ) ^rsft ^ ' 
26. Wm 3IR ^f5T %• ift ^ i fcT^M' % ai^ iRT ^ t ? 
(^) W :^ (W) 7^5ift-^ rsfr (T) ^n:?t ^ ' 
27. ^ ^ <Ht^ m+ ^r?^' ^ x^ i( -^fs^ % ? 
{^) It {^) vTfr-
28. ^i|I ^ ^ ' % ^ <JMIM+ 3PT ciW^K ^ f ^ t ? i^  
29. ^?n 3 imt aicqiq^ % x s^i^  ^ 5^ / ^ t ^ ( MethodcUDgy ) ^^9^ t ? 
(^) ¥f (^) ^ ' / 
(^) IT (^) ^ • 
31. ^T 3iN% 7^^ ^ ^ 5 ^ if SHEP?^  T^ f ? 
32. . 3IPT^ ^ ^ " ^ 3RPPvr # ) ^ ^'H WJR^ t ? 
(^) ^ ^ 3?t q ^ ^ t5T^ F^Tq ^ f ^ iVn 
'^ ) V 
